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INTRODUCTION. 


M y recent ^ip to Burma and Siam not only afforded me con- 
tacts with men and material connected with the Azad Hind 
Government of Subhas Babu but I also received special at 
tention of many other contacts after my arrival home That is how 
the material like the present publication could be contacted and 
I am delightful to see that it receives the publicity that It 
deserves so richly 

Histoiy IS a sort of research from varied material the veracity 
of which the historian has got to weigh and test having had 
no personal contacts either with the events or with the indlvi 
duals involved A diary is generally a day to day chronicle of 
events seen and observed personally by the chronicler A diary 
IS therefore a history with greater sanctity of veracity I am 
sure therefore that the publication of this diary wiU be appre- 
ciated by the general public 

TiCt me emphasize once again that the present publication 
is a chronicle of events pure and simple and Is meant as such 
If It were the times of war I would have advised the publisher 
not to publish it Jest it may affect the conduct of war But now 
war being over such a chronicle should be recorded immediately 
before the memories grow faint and elements of exaggeration 
or glorification creep into it The present publication has tried 
to avoid both 

A word about Subhas Babu and his Azad Hind Government 
There are people in India who do not like the sfep thit Subhas 
Babu took about the formation of h s Govenunent etc They 
are entitled to their view But even they and the worst of his 
opponents must accept in fairness the loftiness of the moUvej 
of Subhas Babu the historic risk he took and the sublime sacri- 
fice that he made in hfs venture of the Azad Hind Government 

We have been disarmed by our rulers for the list tv-o 
hundred years our nation Is afraid to handle arms we feel 
we cannot arm ourselves and fight for our freedom Subhas 
proved to us and to the world that all that nervousness Is momenU 
nry Uc even the merchants and clerks amongst us even the 
girls could be armed and could fight lie sohed for us the 
communal question the food question the linguire question-- 
and what not’ His experiment In Fvst Aiv is a neo sign of 
guidance for the future work for our nation \cs his Fast Asian 
experiment of Azad Government taught us a lot ard opened our 
eyes tVe feel wc are tougher belter and riore deserving of our 
freedom Our country owes to him a debt tte did owe him 
much for what he did fn India but v e owe hin much more very 
very much more for what he did in East Asia 

SUBHAS BABU 21NDABADJ IVQUILAB 2iNDABADI JAl flihD 




September 29/n9A5. 


Dear Brother, 

I am sending you valuable material, my 
diary for the critical period of our struggle for 
Indian freedom. If you think it would be 
useful for the cause of our country, you are 
free to make any use you like of it. 

If you wish to publish anything out of it, 
you are free to edit it in any way you think 
proper. 

There is only one condition I shall make* 
It must help the cause of freedom of our 
country. That assured, you are the absolute 
master of the materia] that I send to you. 


Yours sincerely, 



Jal Hind I 
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JAZ-HIND 

Here are some leaves from the diary of an unknown d aughte r 
of India, an eye-witness of the glorious epic ot the iudian 
dom Movement in East Asia 

She watched the precipitate collapse of the British Empire fn 
the stormy days of December 1941 and onwards She saw the 
Yellow Hordes sweep Malaya and Burma from end to end ; she 
was present at the birth of the Resolution which quickly took 
concrete shape in the Provisional Government of Free India with 
its independent army — the Azad Hind Fauj of Immortal fame. 
She was not only there at the moment of the uncertain dawn of 
the Movement, but she lived through the blaze of noon tide, and 
saw the lengthening shadows of the sur^et merging into the 
creeping darkness of the coming black night 

This is no idle journal of an arm-chair egotist, the vaipourlngs 
of a Society doll, nor the swoops of a well-tnmed rew's-hound 
It is the straightforward, first-hand, matter-of-fact account by 
an Indian Woman Revolutionary, who took up the gun to fght 
with the Rani of JhansI Regiment. 

She has ro use for literary embellishments Her ere anxiety 
is that the echo of *' JAI-HIND ’* and all that It meant to thirty 
lakhs of fighters for freedom, shall ring true In cur owm country 

All we have done is to carefully remove rames of workers and 
such material as may not bear publication for obvious reasons. 
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THE R.YINS.P/N 


February 1» 1942. 

I have determined to keep a regular diary o£ the stirring 
events that arc happening so fast all around me. I have always 
wanted to keep a diary. But the good resolve lasts for some 
weeks, and then is forgotten. 

The European conflict of giants seemed far away, — thou- 
sands of miles which felt like millions of miles. But wjth one 
yvveep the Far East has also been engulfed. The mighty British 
Navy has now practically withdrawn from our waters in the 
Pacific. The Hast is being lost. . The British sun, which is never 
supposed to set, will have no place to rise in. Naturally it will 
always be set 1^ 

Everyone is now realising that British Empire is not . 
impregnable, that defeat and disgrace can also besmirch its flag. 
On 7th December last year the Japs struck the initial blow ire 
Pearl Harbour. Guam fell on 13th, Wake 'Island on 22ndr T 
Hongkong on 25th, ' Manilla on 2nd January. Penang is in JaJ 
hands from 20th December. Ipoh, the tin industry base, fell or 
29ch December. The invincible British Imperialists arc now or 
the run. The airways and the sca-routca arc crowded to suffoca- 
tion with retreating human rabble, who arc no more cast in the 
mould of a lion but resemble the frightciied mouse in its precipi- 
tate flight. The Japanese arc dose on their heels. Rumours and 
stories of atrocities seep into my cars, the horror and panic round- 
about me grips me too, — and I also want to run. 

^ But run where? 'To whom? And how? No. I shall not 
run. I shall stay where I am. Let not my husband find me gone 
when he arrives. Let him^ not think I sought safety leaving him 
in 'danger. H^ said he would meet nic In Singapore* In Singa- 
pore I shall wait for him, cycq if the skies collapse. ^ 
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JAIHIND 


I have already procured a small bottle of Potassium Cyanide. 
If die Japs actemp^e^to molest my body, I shall not be helpless, f 
wonder where you arc, my husband ? If you hear me, beloved, 
know chat I shall not quake before the most ruthless torturer. 

1 shall keep the honour and prestige of your family name 
untainted. 

Singapore is becoming very expensive indeed. vPriecs have 
i<cn abnormally.' Everything is dear and food items make the 
aiggcsrdiolc in my meagre money resources, f must look for a 
job. But what Job, — when the ground on which you stand is 
rocking with threatened earthquakes ? 

February 2, 1942 

The Japanese have been seeping into Burma from the Thai 
end. Mer^ui, Tevoy and Moulmein arc under bombardment. 
Moulmcin is already in Jap hands. Martaban is making heroic 
efforts. — ^AJl in vain ? 

’V' , ^ > . . . 

People are running aw:y, — deserting the sinking ship of 
Malaya. The victorious'' Japs arc having evidently a walk-over. 
The British Officers, their 'wives, their children, are all going or 
gone. A thtee-pronged assault from Batu Pahat, Kluang and 
Mersing is advancing on otir city and choking us off from the 
«^e 5 t of hfalaya. Shall we be able to prevent their taking the 
city ? Pegu thcvSitcang Valley in Burma are already invested 
by the Nippon troops. ; 

The authorities declare that Singapore is “impregnable”. 
Nobody^bclicyts thtm. Thcic prCstigC is dirt. But their arrogance 
against the Malayans and Indians h^ not reduced one iota. 

Evacuation-evacuatlon-thcrc is no talk except of people on the 
move, going— goings _anywhcrc--~without a destination, any- 
where — except where the hands of the Japs can grasp them. 
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tHE FRYING-PAN 


I believe half the population of Indians will have left Malaya 
before the japs take over Singapore, What sheep we have been 
reduced to under the yoke of British slavery ! 

February 15, 1942 

I did not have time to write for the last few days. Tlic 
inevitable has happened. The * Uncrackablc Nut ’ has been 
cracked. Singapore is no more a British bastion. SingaporcV 
naval base cost 30 million pounds to build. Now the Jap soldiers / 
have taken charge of Singapore harbour. 15,000 British, 13,000 1 
Australians, along, with 32,000 Indian troops surrendered tod.ny. I 
Thus passes into the hands of the Japs a population of 50 lakhs 
and the picturesque territories of Malaya. 

People arc scared. But no less chan sb: or seven persons 
greeted me in the street and expressed their relief chat the Japs 
were not yet misbehaving. Malaya, the largest producer of tin and i 
rubber — 38% world’s tin -and 43% worlds rubber — ts now iaj 
Jap possession, ^ 

I must take stalk of the whole situation. Am I glad that the 
Japs have been successful ? I cannot honestly say I am. Mr, J 
— ^was explaining to me his reasons for being glad. His Is a 
positive attitude, as against mine. Possibly I want to be more 
circumspect and waccli and sec how the new bugs in the Malaya 
bed turn out. , 

<. e ' 

Mr. J — ^\vas talking from first-hand information, he 'said. 
He told me about the recent shooting of labourers on the British 
estates in the north. Their crime was that they asked for an in- 
crease in wages to balance the higher war prices. ' He was very 
jiWf c}:coiX><r<:eis^ err /mAkir pnicsef wAen 

Bricish-owne^ went free. » i ’ .* 

I 'myself knpw of instances, of colour-bar which rankle in 
Indian minds. The Sin^pore SwTmming Club was one of^ the ca-j 
cljistvely preserved European 'resorts. Indians were not allowid. 
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Indian OiHccra protested and grumbled so loudly that at last they 
were admitted but they were not allowed to enter the swimming 
pool What would happen if Indian and English Officers swan 
m the same pool together ? Pure snobbery 1 

Arc you safe, my P — ? Let me confess to }ou, I am afraid 
— afraid that something may have happened to you I cannot 
sleep or sit at ease for a mon ent J must know, 1 mujt know 
how you arc — where )ou arc 

AND THE FIRE 

February 17. 1942 

The whole of the Indian Community is excited and awake 
The buzz of endless emphasis tables thumped, hands wildly 
gesticulating — one would think it is mass hysteria if one did not 
know the cause 

Today Major Fujiwara of the Jap Military Headquarters sene 
for a number of prominent Indians There was pm-drop silence 
in the crowded drawing room when they came back and narrated 
what had transpired They explained that Major Fujiwara had 
been kindness personified He had politely explained that the 
mtlitaiy might of England had been dealt mortal blows, that this 
was an ideal tune for Indians to rise and strike for their country’s 
freedom, that Japan was prepared to help Indians in every way. 
Even though Indians were British subjects artd thus technically 
enemy nationals, the Japanese know that Indians are not British 
subjects from choice The Japanese Army would not treat rhen 
as enemies, but was prepared to treat tliem as friends if tlicy 
repudiated Bntish nationality He suggested that if Indians nould 
form an Independence League, he would be able to give all faci* ♦ 
htics lor work. | 

The leaders liad not been of one mind, and quite a number * 
Inspected die mouses of the Japs So they rephed flwf they 



AND THE FIRE 


were very thankfu! for the offer, but they must discuss the pn>' 
bicm and then mccc him again a few days later. 

s Still no news of you, my husband I 1 keep a brave face, laugh 
and joke, and try to keep occupied with the prevalent enthusiasm 
for discussion. Nobody suspects the worry that cats me. But 
my heart is beating every second your name — the ' japa * is never- 
ending : God ! Keep him fit — ‘keep him well — guard over him I 

February 21. 1942 

Our leaders have sent back a cautious reply to Major Fuji- 
wara. They have said chat it is essential m taking such a grave 
decision that they must consult leaders of the Indian community 
all over Malaya. They have also apprised him shout the exisrence 
of the Central Indian Association of Malaya and suggested that 
its President, Sri N. Raghavan be brought to Singapore for con- 
sultations. 

So by the first Vvetk of next month a consultation bctwceri 
all Indiar\ leaders of Malaya is likely to take plact. Opinion irt 
Singapore is sharply divided, though the majority favOuri die 
formation of the Indian Independence League and putting th6 
Japs to the test of their promises. We can make it olaiti thit w^ 
shall work only and solely for Indian Independence. 

But some believe that the British will )Tt come back. So Wc 
must “ wait and watch ’’—at least for a month or two. Outious I 

February 23, 1942 

I have just heard the story of how the Japs took ‘‘impreg- 
nable" Singapore. Sri K — learnt it from our Indian Militaty 
Officers whom he met in the Prisoners of War Camp. 

Singapore, — our Sinha-pur^4£i ty of the Lion ^ — was out- 
flanked by the Japs. It was certainly Impregnable if atacked 
from the sea. But from the land-end, it was cluld s play. 
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Johorc wa^ to have been defended ‘hy the Australian troops 
under Gen. Bennett. They however fell back into Singapore 1 

‘ But Our water-supply is from Johote. When the Japanese 
cut off the city’s water supply, there was nothing to be done but 
CO surrender. 

. ‘‘Military imbeciles” — that is how the Indian Officers des- 
cribed those who declared Singapore to be “impregnable”. Sri 
JK— said that there is no doubt that the British generals have been 
completely out-wicted by the Japanese, that modern strategy in 
war was unknown to them. To forget that Thailand was the 
n’a<n highway co Malay^ J Even a child could look at the map 
and sec it. 


He said tliat when the Japs began their oflFcnsIvc from Kota 
Canru^.,the Briush Army did not have a single tank in Malaya. 
Tt had no real panzer unit. It had a small number of armoured 
cars, but even these were the battered remnants of Palestine. Some 
of them were tWtnty-fivc years old, liselcss against modem bullets 
and only good as exhibition pieces in riots, when both sides 
belong to unarmed races. Even the heavy machine-guns were 
not available in these armoured cars. No wonder the Japs just 
walked through. 

And the iron had sunk deep even in the civil ranks of the 
Govefnm^nt of Malaya. I myself witnessed how the arrogant 
British and other white-skinned “ Burra-Sahabs " danced and orga- 
nized pahit parties every night and regaled chemseK'cs in Singa- 
pori, fven whe’n 'Vhc Japs had conquered half of Malaya. 

'* ■ Sri K-— remembers the interview Brookc-Popham, the British 
C-in-C of Far East, gase five days before die Jap attack on Malaya, 
Pearl Harbour and Manila. It was the 3rd of December. He 
says the words of the.Gin-C still ring in hh ears: “Tb/o is 
scratching his head. The Japs are at dicir wit’s end and do not 
know which way to turri. bas no decided policy. Japan 
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iJarc not attack the British or the Americans We shah teacli 
them a lesson if they dare to attack us. Wc arc ready for them." 

And the Japs dared. They sank the Prince of Wales and 
the Repulse — the two top-nouh battleships — as if they were 
paper boats in a tub ^ 

Has the British lion really prepared his grave? It seems 
very much so. 


February 28, 1942 

News news-great news at last I P— ^is in the Prisoners of 
War Camp It seems his unit had no option hut to surrender to 
the Japs They had the choice of uselessly being mawed down 
by tanks, heavy artillery actions and air attacks, or surrender. No 
wonder they surrendered They had neither enough guris nOr 
air support And the Australians had withdrawn and exposed 
their flank. 

I am told the men had tears in their eyes when they were 
asked to lay down their arms. 

«But the great thing is that P — is safe and sound I ha\£ 
written an application to the Commandant I have asked to see 
him, to send him food — clothes — boohs to read — and wliatcvcr 
may be his needs. 

I am assured he will soon be free — because as soon ds the 
Indian Independence League is formed, Indians shall be the first 
concern of Indians 

I must record another link m the chain of events Sri Rash 
Behan Bose h* wired to the leaders here to go to Tokyo for a 
conference. 
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March 11, m2 

Ivfy pt)or dtaty t t iiad ^o-gottcn you I muse record all 
the news anyway 

P — IS well I have seen him His face lighted up with 

sponnneous joy when he saw me m the Gjmmandants Office 
He has suffered I could not helu noticing the lines of care on 
his face the slight tremor in his nngers P — told me how the 

Jap Command had outwitted and out stratcgicd his commanders 
by novel infiltration tactics They made a senes of landings on 
the west-coast but always in the rear of our lines and so forced 
the pace of retreat into a rout His commanders were puzzled " 
and could not make out head or tail of the strategy 

Rangoon is m Japanese hands I It was evacuated by the 
British four days back Rangoon of the golden Shwe Dagon 
Pagoda where two hair of Lord Buddha arc buried, is now jap 
territory 

The first Conference of Indians has come off It was held 
yesterday and the day before — here in Singapore I must not 
call It Singapore any more Jc is Syonan — tlie Light of the 
South 1 hat IS the new name the Japs have given it I worked 
for the Conference as a volunteer Delegates came from alPover 
Ma'aya and a sprinkling from Thailand too Sri Rash Behan 
Bose had asked for an official delegation from Malaj'a and Thai 
land for the Tokyo Conference The Japs were very keen on it. 

But our leaders nave decided to proceed wanly They appointc I 
on’j a Goodwill Mission instead Thev do not wish to commit 
themselves in advance to any course of action that may be adopted 
nt Tokj^o In the meanwhile they arc pressing die local Jap 
commanders to free all Indians from the Jails 


March 23 mZ 

I have seen P — quite often by now He tells me there is 
heart searching discussion between the army** men m«de the 
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Camp. Tlie majority of the men are declaring that if they arc 
asked to join the Japs, they wii! say a flat ‘ no,’ But if tliey ax 
allowed to make a bid for the freedom of India, if the Japs help 
them to organise an army to liberate India from British ImpciyaU 
ism, then they will willingly do so. But thty want to be assured 
about this. They say their military oath is to their country. 
P — says that increasingly this point of view is becoming popular. 
But they arc very suspicious of Jap intentions, Th^’ have wit- 
nessed Jap cruelties to the Chinese, and do not like their fascist 
ways They want clean hands to defend and fight for freedom. 
They want an Indian army, manned and commanded by India.i 
Officers for Indian freedom Otherwise they are prepared to die 
— stagnate and die — ^suffer and die. P — sa)s the men wjJJ never 
consent to be Jap tools, c\cn though hatred of the British Impe- 
rialist IS universal and dccjp-scatcd. Patriotism is very strong 
amongst thi^m. 

Nesvs has just come on the radio, Andaman Islands have 
been stormed and occupied by the Japs today. Has the invasion 
of India begun ? 


Marcli 31. I9d2 

The Tok)o Conference of Indians in Japan, China Malaya, 
Tliailand, has been held Sn Rash Behan Bose presidwd It lasted 
from the 28th to the 30th The plane from Tliailand carr^...<^ 
Indian representatives met with an accident. The verj' much 

respected Sw-ami Satjananda Pun met his death m the crash, 

a great loss ^ 

Tlic Conference decided to start the Indian Independence 
League with the object : " To secure independence complete and 
free from foreign domination, interference or control of wlutcscr 
nature.” 

One of tlie most imporunt decisions is to raise an Azad Hird 
FauJ, 
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The ■Conference also decided to convene a full representative 
conference of all Hast Asian Indians at Bangkok in June This 
Conference would officially inaugurate the Indian Independence 
League and elect its Council of Action 

Well done, my countrymen You walked into the very den 
of the lion in Tokyo and manfully made your decisions for safe- 
guarding the best interests of our country^ 

P— , the day is near when I can bring you home and look after 
you Yes, freedom from the Camp is round the corner. It can- 
not be put off much longer now. And I feel so jumpy, lest, 
lest 

^pnl 13. 1942 

P — IS still in the Prisoners of War Camp There is calk 
evciyday — every Ipi^ day — -about their release But our icadc-s 
Vho returned from Tokyo after the Conference liavc advised the 
men not to precipitate any decision Tliey want that every action 
that IS taken should be practically unanimous There is )ct 
no definite public undertaking given by the Japanese about Indian 
freedom and the role of the Independence League 

So — more waiting It is sickening to wait. 

But in the meanwhile, I have taken up active work A con- 
ference of all branches of the I I L m Mala) a has been called 
at Syonan on the 22nd of this month And I manage to keep 
myself occupied with work But when I get home* 

The Chinese arc evidently the bete noire of the Japs They 
arc hated by the Malays too There arc several rumours afloat 
of torture and maltreatment of Chinese by the Jap miliDiy 

My bottle of Pot. Cyanide is still with me, — constantlyr 
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. . ^frr!26,m2 

Tlie All-Main) a Conference lajtcJ for tlirre cla;,tr 22nJ, 
'23rd and 25th. A central body to co erdmate. snperutc a.nd con- 
trol the functioning of the >3fiou< branc!i« hat come Into C’cltt- 
tncc. Hcaiiii, social welfare, medical relief, and political 
trganitnrionil work' will be done. It shall be (he ahn of each 
branch to aembe c\cr)' Indwn in its.scctcr. 

I was having a long tctc-a-ttte with Sri R — . He is a fire 
upright man. fdc said': "Conquest givxs no po^tspert to any- 
body to mvn my mind. He may control m) Ixidy, but lat sliall 
fail to gotern my mind. My judgment, my reajon. my will to 
act. my preferences and my rrcjudtcct, these arc my own empire. 
Force of anus, conquest Xry brute strength, lus no influence over 
•it. I prefer death to ’mental slaver)' through physical conq*.ett.” 

Yes. I agree with him. I tolvl him lie an count on adcast 
two as his followers. P— and mssclf. 


Tlic oil fields of Venang Yaung fell to the Japs on 20;h April. 
Tlic Japs* luve declared that the)' will be in furcticning order 
in six months* time. 


1 listened to tIie.B«hn Radio and l;ard Sri Subhas Bose! 
EsTnbody in Singapore Iicard him. I sat wjdi my shou-land 
note-book. I shall put down some of Im exact words.* Even 
as 1 wrote them down in strokes and dashes a.nd dots, I could feel 

d It == 
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" I am not an apologwt of tlie Trlpamce Powers ; that ts not 

my job. My concern is with India When British 

Imperialism is defeated, India will get her freedom. If, on the other 
hand, British Imperialism should somehow win the war, then 
India’s slavery would be perpetuated for ever. India is therefore 
presented with the choice between freedom and slavery. She 
must make her choice 

'* Britain’s paid propagandists have been calling me an enemy 
agent. I need no credentials when I speak to my own people. 
My whole life is one long persistent, uncompromising struggle 
against British Imperialism, and is the best guarantee of my bona- 

fides All my life I have been the servant of India. Until 

the last hour of my life I shall remain one. My allegiance and 
loyally have ever been and will ever be to India alone, no matter 
in which part of the world 1 may live 

" If you make a dispassionate and objective study of different 
theatres of war to-day, you will come to the same conclusion as 
myself — that nothing on earth can prevent the rapid collapse of 

the British Empire Already the outposts in the Indian. Ocean 

have passed out of the hands of British sea power Mandalay 

has fallen and Allied troops arc practically expelled from Burmese 
soil 


"Countrymen, when the British Empire is disappearing, the 
day of India’s deliverance approaches. I want to remind you that 
in the year 1857 began India's first War of Independence. In 
May 1942 has begun her last War of Independence. Gird up 
your loins. The hour of India's salsation is at hand 

" Azad Hind ! To fight and win India’s libcr^, and 
then build up in India, with full freedom to determine her 
own future—'with no interference J Free India svill have a 
social order based on the eternal principles of Justice, Equally 
and Fraternity,. 
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The Lion of Bengal roared from Berlin. I was tlirillcd. He 
has a knack of putting things simply/of posing questions which 
strike the innermost chords in us. 1 should love to hear him as 
I see him. When will that be ? The day may not be far off 
now. 


Mrfy 10. 1942 

I have been touring with the leaders on behalf of the f. f. L. 
We are recruiting members and explaining the need for the 
League, 

Total membership has reached the figure of 95,000. The 
states of Penang, * Perak, Kedah, Selangor, Negn Scmbilan, 
Malacca and Jehofe have organised branches and 22 sub-branches. 
Selangor has established the biggest relief camp for the sick and 
the poor. In Perak, negotiations arc afoot to settle Indians on 
the land of the Sungci Manik Scheme. 

I am so happy that P — understands me and my need to be 
active in a cause which alone can securfc his freedom and the 
freedom of our Motherland, Gone are the days of seclusion and 
unofficial purdah. I feel free — Azad 1 

I muse record two important events. Lashio fell into Jap 
hands on 29ch April and the Burma Road is sealed. Mandalay 
fell on the first of May. I am told the destruction from the 
air has been colossal in Mandalay, Pretty Mandalay, you arc m 
rums ! Another beauty-spot of the East has been sacrifice to 
the Gods of War 1 


hnc 24. 1942 

I 

I feel dead tired, physically tired. We have Just returned 
from Bangkok. A conference of Indians from all parts of East 
Asia assembled there. Full one-hundred delegates attended. The 
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Conrwcncc began on tbr I5iJi and ended onl^ jeircrda) ^^en 
amc from Java, Sumatra, Indo-Cluna, Borneo Mancliukuo, 
Hongkong Burma Malaga and japan Rcprcsentam-ca of thc^ 
Prisoners of War^also Attended 


Tire I I L is now o^cially launched Its constitution has 
Ea-n drafted and adopted Its motto u* * Unig, Faith Sacri* 
nee — Unity of all Indians under one organisation, faith in thc\v* 
immcdiarc aducscmcnc of Indian Independence and laeriHcc to ' 
die pome of death for tiic goal of freedom 


Tlic Conference laid down India is one and indnisiblc, 
all actnitics shall be natonal m clianncr. — s^toml communal 
6r religious basis is taboo , the pnagramme and plan of aaion s^iall 
be tn line with the aims and intentions of die Indian National 
Congress . the framing of the future conritution o^ India wou’d 
be done only die freely clcacd represenutn cs of die people 
of India 


Tlic Confctrnct also decided to o^ni*e the Arad Hind 
Fauj under the direct con'rol of the Council o^ Action o* tlie 
Leai;uc Tl c Fauj muse be a-rordeJ iJic powers ar J s'atus of a 
Free National Arm) Independent India on a /oo'ing ccjtra^ ) 
widi die Amy of Japan It is laid down in clear terms i a' d»c 
Fatij sliall be used only fc- operanons afnimt fwngrv's in India 
for die tmrpose of leainng and ia*’egi.a*nfirg fndian Na lonal 
Ind-pencl'-nce and for no c«W pu'poie, 

Tlie Council Articn is to a Pm der* and f<y*T 

rre*Ti*»e»s of wlwm tw'O j'ull be f o*n Arad Hi''J Fauj Sri Paih 
IMisn IVi r n e'ertf 1 in'- fri' Pr^ntdr'^ with S i N 
K P K Menen Opt. KfcUn S '•ph and Gr* C Q Csla 1 as 
^frrr'ie^ 


Tlie Co’ n-il c*^ I ss f«'rn a p^^ *r>v ntn *• 
if to a iwt t’jr any r ’ tai) *: tc-^ *4 it 10 
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timed that it synchronises with a revolution in India, with a simul- 
taneous upheaval m the British Indian Army. 

The Conference has demanded a formal declaration ; imme- 
diately on the severance of India from the British Empire, the 
^ Japanese Government shall respect the territorial integrity, and 
recognise the full sovereignty of India, — free of any foreign influ- 
,cncc, control or interference of a political, mihcaty or economical 
nature. 

No Indian shall be classed as enemy alien nor our property 
confiscated by the Japs as enemy property. 

The Conference adopted the National Flag of the Indian 
National Congress as its flag. 

We have also requested that Sri Subhas Bose he given facili- 
ties to reach Ease Asia and lead the Indian Independence Move- 
ment personally. » 

P — expects that the majority in the Prisoners of War Camp 
will now decide to join the Azad Hind Fauj and the I. I. L. 
There is a widespread demand from civilians to j'oin the Fauj, and 
they are to be allowed to do so. Some of us women workers arc 
also keen on joining. But the leaders arc not sympathetic to tlic 
proposal. 

I think die cx-Army men are qulte^ justified in joining the 
Fauj. After all, the Oath of Loyalty is to their country. The 
men are certainly entitled to go their own way and implement 
dicir oath of service to their country as best as they can. And jF 
they decide in favour of the Fauj as the best vehicle, then they are 
thoroughly justified. ' “ ' ' ^ . 

India, Mother-land, — how these two words insnir^ r„- f r . 
heard the speakers at the Conference; with great I^itcntion! I 
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was moved to my roots. India has outlived the smashing up of 
her repeated yearnings for freedom. In spite of a hundred and 
fifty years of foreign unbroken rule, she still yearns — -and )'carnt 
with greater intensity than before. India has witnessed her best 
sons and daughters being ground down in poverty and misery, 
their one crime being that they souglit to free their motlicriand. 
—All fighting for the same cause, destined to tlic same ignoble 
fate, every time at the hands of the same torturer ! And yet 
always a new generation has drawn unquenchable hope from the 
graves of the dead, and fought again die same fight. And the 
cy;Ic of fight and death has gone on and on, never-ending, in-^ 
exhaustible. We have rcfusccd to be cowed down. With in- 
domitable persistency we have kept alight the fire of liberty in 
our hearts. We were reduced to a nation of “ clerks and coolies ” 
but the fire still burns bright. We were killed off in miUio.ts 
by famine and flood year after year. And }'et we have managcil 
to pass on the tiny spark to our children. And again and again 
the tiny spark has burst out into flames. Once again we are 
summoned by history to a conflagration. And we are ready to 
make ourselves living torches to set alight this vicious prison which 
is imperialism. 

jngust 11. mz 

News that is ominous tliundcr before a mighty storm has 
reached Syonan today. Tlic Indian National Congress has de- 
manded at an A^LC.C, meeting in Bombay tliat all ioreign:n 
must quit India. Mahatma Gandhi has declared " Do or Die " 
to all patriots. Do not wait for lead from leaders, do what you 
think right, do what you think sliall bring us freedom ” — that is, 
in short, his clarion call. 

, He too realises that today is the opportune moment -ro 
snatch our freedom. That was the conclusion of our Bangkok 
Conferenttf. We 'are much relieved to find that we are on the 
Crack which is approved by the Congress, 
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The British Government Hss artestcH G>ngrcss leaders, high 
and low. But now we know that on the other side of the border 
arc active participants. We feel fortified a thousand times, 

- ; ' September 16 , 1942 

News hr.s begun to percolate here of happenings in India. 
A vast spontaneous revolution is afoot. Every corner is affected. 
We must now hasten qUickiy with our work at this end. British 
Imperialism is Tottering. Its last hour has struck. We shall 
soon relieve the White Man of his Indian burden. 

Our work in Malaya is gaining ground. The membership 
of the League has reached the figure of 1,20,000. The suh* 
branches also on the increase. The number has gone upco 
forty. 

Prices of all things arc soating. There is a lot of money, 
— the Japs are printing notes by the thousand. The old dollar 
could buy ten times more than what it can do today. If our 
League was not there to succour Indians, how many would have 
died by starvation ! Especially the lot of the labourers is pitiable. 


October 1, m2 

We heard the Congress Radio from Bombay on 42.34 meters. 
Thrilling I Free India is calling the world to witness its plight.* 


We heard today that Subhas Babu U likely to teach East 
Asi, in th= near futorn. Our Council o£ Action U WcaBy 
l^gglmg w.th the laps to bu.ld up a l!rst<Iass Indian Army 
gmgs do not seem to U going as smoothly as anticipated 
•rtere >s yet no reply to t£e Bangkok Conference resolutions. 

Will the Japs play false? I see * 

P-s eye, and nen-ou, behaviour. IS >Xw 
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to face treachery agam?^ But I Have hopes — 1 am an optimist. 
5ubhas Babu will be able to turn the scales, 

October 17, 1942 

P— has been very busy. He has been discussing — discuss- 
ing — discussing — from morn till night — ^and then through most 
of the night, with fellow officers — with the tanks — about the 
formation of the Indian National Army. 

The I. I. L. has appealed to civilian Indians to join the Fauj. 
It is a voluntary business, though some say that the League 
should conscript every able-bodied Indian. 1 have heard from P 
— that certain Indian Officers are standing out, refusing to join 
the Fauj and hindering its formation. They say that th^ are 
senior to so-and-so, and will not serve under him. This is dis- 
graceful. Have they no sense of discipline ? Must they try to 
foist the seniority rank of the British Army on us Indians fighting 
the fight for freedom ? Fie on them ! 

The Gjuncil of Action has recruited nearly 50,000 out of 
56,000 Prisoners of War for the Fauj. It has warned mischief- 
makers and asked them not to thwart the work of the Fauj. 

November 3, 1942 

Relations with tKc Jap High command are deteriorating. 
The Council of Action has unequivocally demanded non-inter- 
ference in its work by the Iwakuro Kikan, the liaison department 
of the Jap Army. 

The clash is on a clear issue — which the Kikan dare not 
openly declare. The Kikan wants to use the Indian movement 
^ tkit “ptrirpimra 'if. -aggrtTKivt. 'ntctritcanii. -un Wtta. Tne 
Council of Action is resbting — ^resisting valiantly, if what I heard 
from Sri R — is true. 

* We are completely at the mercy of the Japs. We have no 
arms— our propc^-aqd money can bf snatched away tomomjw. 
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to face treachery again ? But I iuve hopes — I am an opdmist, 
*5ubhas Babu wiil be able to cum the scale:;. 


October 17. 1942 

- P— has been very busy. He has been discussing — discuss- 
ing — discussing — from morn till night — and then through most 
of the night, with fellow officers — with the' raxiks — ^a^ut the 
formation of the Indian National Army. 

The I. 1. L. has appealed to civilian Indians to Join the FauJ. 
It is a >oluntary business, chough some say that the League 
should conscript every able-bodied Indian. I have heard from P 
— that certain Indian Officers arc standing out, refusing to Join 
the Fauj and hindering its formation. They say that they arc 
senior to so-and-so, and will not serve under him. This is dis- 
graceful. Have they no sense of discipline ? Must they ciy to 
foist the seniority rank of the British Army on us. Indians fighting 
the fight for freedom ? Fie on them 1 

The Council of Aaion has recruited neatly 50,000 out of 
56,000 Prisoners of War for the Fauj. It has warned mischief- 
makers and asked them not to thwart the work of the Fauj. 

, . November 3. 1942 

Relations with die Jap High’ command am deteriorating. 
The Council of Action has unequivocally demanded non-xntcr» 
fcrcncc in its work by the Iwakuro Kikan, the liaison department 
of the Jap Army. 

The clash is on a clear issue — ^which die Kikan dare not 
openly declare. The Kikan wants to use the Indian movement 
for the purposes of Jap aggressive incendons on India. The 
Council of Action is resisting — ^resisting valiantly, if what I heard 
from Sri R — is true. 

. * We arc completely at the mercy of the Japs. We have no 
arms— our'ptopcr^ -and aonty^ can bc snatched away tomorrow. 
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' ' December 10. 1942 

Events arc moving fast. The Japs have yet not taken over 
action except the arrest of G>h G— on the 8th. The Japs have 
declared him a British spy. Nonsense ! ^ 

The Council of Action has openly protested against tKe 
despatch of Indian soldiers to Burma, and refuses to allow a single 
Indian being transhipped to Burma 


It*.. December 15, 1942 

The troopship has returned to Burma, empty. I am told the 
action of the I. I. L. leaders has upset the plans of die Japs for 
launching a major oiTcnsive on Chittagong and Bengal,. .... 

We must have proper safeguards from the Japs, before we 
can launch die offensive. If not, we ate signing the doom of 
Indian freedom. It is not a change of nustets we want in India, 
the Yellow instead of the White. We want guarantees chat 
India shall be independent and free. 

The Council of Action has protested against the arrest of Col. 
G — "by the Japs- without prior consultation with it. The whole 
Gjuncil of Action has resigned in protest against fCikan inter- 
ference. Sri Rash Bchari Bose, our President, is seeking faciiitic^ 
to go to Tokyo and see Gen. Tojo about the impasse here. He 
has requested that meanwhJc the League Branches should go on 
functioning all over East Asia. He has arranged with the Jap 
Army aurfioritics that they will not do anything to worsen the 

The Malayan Branch of the League has accepted the advice 
of Sri Rash Bchari with the proviso ; '‘while the normal working 
of the movement is to be carried on as usual, any further forward 
move' should be taken only after a proper declaration by die 
Japanese'^ Government.” 
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that Japan has no tcrrjcoriai amhinons over jfndia efoes not meet 
the situation We should be respected as a free nation and allow- 
ed to form a Provisional Government of India Kikan interference 
must be removed totally 

P — says that the Japs arc putting obstacles m the path of full 
trainmg and armaments for the Fauj The Council of Action is 
findmg the going rough 


November 29. 1942 

Sri R — has disbanded his Swaraj Institute as a protest against 
the action of the Japs m ‘abductmg ’ the boys The Japs are 
very much annoyed Sn R— may be found murdered any day, 
if half the threats that he and his family receive have any basis 
But he IS undaunted He has closed the doors of the Institute 
permanently The Japs say this is an insult to their Emperor 
himself 1 am told Sn R — is interned in his own house in Penang, 
Nobody IS allowed to see him 

There is another source of trouble hatching That is about 
the Fauj The Jap Army authorities have asked the Fauj to be 
ready to mar'h to Burma. The Council of Action is m dose- 
door sessions over the problem _* 


December 6 1942 

A troopship has arrived in Syonan harbour for the purpose 
of takmg the Fauj to Burma, — ^so I hear on reliable authority 
Peremptory orders have been received by the Commandant to 
send his Fauj aboard at once But the CouncJ of Action is m 
long sessions They arc mcetmg day and night. 

Anything may happed If the Council rdnains firm, what 
will the Jap? do? A question of questions P — ^says tliac th^ 
flare not alienate Indians 4 
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^ December 10, 1942 

Events are moving fast The Japs have yet not taken over 
action except the arrest of Col G — on the 8th The Japs have 
declared him a British spy Nonsense I 

The Council of Action has openly protested against the 
despatch of Indian soldiers to Burma, and refuses to allow a single 
Indian being transhipped to Burma 


^ December 15, 1942 

The troopship has returned to Burma, empty I am told the 
action of the I I. L leaders has upset the plans of the Japs for 
launching a major offensive on Chittagong and Bengal * 

We must have proper safeguards from the Japs before we 
can launch the offensive If not, we are signing the doom of 
Indian freedom It is not a. change of masters we want in India, 
the Yellow instead of the White We want guarantees that 
India shall be mdependent and free 

The Council of Action has protested a^mst the arrest of Col 
G — ^by the Japs without prior consultation with it The whole 
Council of Action has resigned in protest against Kikan inter- 
ference Sri Rash Behan Bose, our President, is seeking facilities 
to go to Tokyo and see Gen Tojo about the impasse here He 
has requested that meanwhile the League Branches should go on 
functioning all over East Asia He has arranged with the Jap 
Army authoncies that they will not do anything to worsen the 
sicuation titt dcicy hear afr^ from T ohyo 

The Malayan Branch of the League has accepted die advice 
of Sn Rash Behan with the proviso * while the normal working 
of the movement is to be carried on as usual, any further forward 
move should be taken only after a proper declaration by the 
Japanese'' Govcrnmcnc ” 


21 





^ December 22, 1942 

%c relations with the Japs have improved of late. The 
Kihan does not directly try to interfere in our working. The Japs 
have made no more arruts of any Indians. But the whereabouts 
of Col. G — are not yet disclosed."' 

But this does not mean that the Kikan has given up its game. 
Only It has changed the method of approach. The Kikan is 
fomenting a parallel organisation to the I. I. L. A Youth Move- 
ment has been launched with Kikan secret support.'* It is yet 
too early to say anything about its attivities — but from the Indians 
who arc working for it, one can say that it is a pure and simple 
pocket- bureau of the Japs.^ All its workers arc henchmen — 
stooges — of the Jap militarists or of the Kikan. But this fascist 
organisation will never cut any ice with the mass of Indians. 

Sri R — is still under house-arrest. But more and more 
friends have been permitted to see him. The latest move of the 
Kikan is to drop hints that if "only Sri R — resigned, everything 
would be smooth again. Thty wane to" have a scapegoat to cover 
their prestige. 

January 9 ^ 15^3 

The Youth Movement sponsored by the Kikan is conducting 
a vilifymg campaign agamst R — , M — and other leaders of the 
I, I. L. It is scurrilous and personal and false to the last breath*. 
The posters for the last Youth Movement meeting were pasted 
in Some places by Jap soldiers I 

News from India is also very grave. My India — my India 
- 7 -my Motherland — we arc eager to rush to your aid, hue we do 
.not wish to be rash. Though every wound on your body bleeds 
us too, we do not wish to bring future troubles on your head. We 
wane to be certain. that you shall never have to bow your beloved 
head to any exploiter. ^ . 
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Hemu Kalyani, a student of Karachi, was KangcH to4Iay’4 
The Congress Radio gave the news. His aime is patriotisnt 
under colonial rule. Homble ! 


February 13, 1943 

29, 'Malcolm RoaH is very busy tiicsc daySs The Hcad^ 
quarters is humming with activity. 

The Committee of the Malaya Branch of the League has 
been in session for three consecutive days. It has drafted a long 
Memorandum to bd sent to Sri Rash Bchari, setting out in detail 
the difficulties that have arisen in the working of the Lcagud 
after his departure. It has also been decided that the Committee 
as a whole will rcslgit, if the situation docs not improve sobn 

The President hai reformed & re-orga'nised the Fau;. The 
situation is very critical. The Fauj will be directly under the 
Council of Action & take all Its orders from the Council and 
nobody else, however eminent, 

^ a 

February 15, 1943 

The Japs have come to know about the Memorandum and 
wish to force the resignation of $ti R — at any cOst, before tKc 
Memorandum reaches Sri Rash Bchari 

Sri K — is strongly of the opinion that the Council leaders, 
by resigning from the League, arc facilitating Jap manouvres. 
The leaders, after close chinking, have adopted his stand, and will 
no more play into the hands of the Kikan by vacating their res- 
ponsible posts in the Council. 


» March 3, 1943 

Ac Syonan is to assemble a conference of all East Asian dele- 
gates of the Lea^c next month. The Japanese do not seem to 
have agreed to give Sri Rash Bchari the assurances he asked for 
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l}ut*tia\c agrccil to a ’temporary compromise plan. Srr Subhas 
Bose will be allowed to come here and Subhas Babu will succeed 
Sn Rash Behan m the Presidentship of the League 

- Till then, status quo will be maintained 

• Sri R— IS free to •mo\c ’about. But Kc prefers to, Keep 
indoors Apart from that, he is dl, I was told he has to undergo 
an operation for something or the other. 


March 10, 1943 

The Kikan has won a tactical victory over the Malaya Branch. 
They made the resignation of Sri R — a matter of honour for 
themselves It seems Sn Rash Behan yielded to the pressure and 
demanded tlic resignauon of Sn R“He has resigned Who wdi 
take his place? We, Malaya Indians, shall never allow a stooge 
to Occupy the Presidentship of the Malaya Branch. 

Sfi R — *s resignation has been an cyc-opericr to many of us 
Such a fine man He held a high position in the esteem of all 
thinking Indians, m Malaya He has sent a verbal message “Our 
culture is not skin deep, our heritage is not crude. Wc shall not 
gain freedom by indulgmg in the cruelty of canibals or the 
tyas^venfess of depraved slaves Wc muse be above meanness and 
selfishness Wc shall fall at no nation’s feet, nor shall wc crush 
the weak m our path We shall stick to our Dharma. That 
way lies our path of freeing India I have always acted from con- 
victions, have sought nothing for myself Freedom is the thing 
we seek With our added sacrifices, our country shall yet achieve 
It This IS my faith and tins faith shall bear me up m my en- 
forced inactivity. We shall and must win ” 


Sfpri/ 9, 1943 

1 have come to Bangkok I have been asked to look through ^ 
tlie Indian broadcasts of the Bangkok Radio and suggest improve- 
ments The League is putting every front m line with its policy. 
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So here I am m Bangkok I have been scanning broadcasts 
so far delivered from this station 

The All India RadiQ»from Delhi is railing at us, declaring iis 
to be enemies But there is not one word said by us, or one act 
performed, about which we are ashamed We lay claim to be 
honest patriots working for our country’s freedom ^Lcc the two 
sets of broadcasts, from Delhi and Bangkok, be placed side by 
side and let an international tribunal say which is patriotic. 1 
have no doubt about tlic answer 

We arc giving on the 13th a grand programme on Jallian- 
walia Bagh episode Dramas, songs and speeches have been 
specially prepared for it. 


^ Afril 18. 1943 

An East Asiatic Conference of all Indians was held at 19, 
Chancery Lane, our Malaya hcad-olScc It was announ ed that 
Sri Subhas Babu would arrive from Europe m two months’ tune 

The whole Independence movement is now placed on a war- 
footing A drive for collection of money and material is also 
decided upon A scheme for centralised pooling of all resources 
and working on a budget basis has been approved 

All branches and sub-branches will be rc-organiscd and 
activised 

Miss C — and Mr P — came to tea today We had a long 
chat. Miss C — looks so mild But when she described to me 
her experiences in Rangoon, I could feel the warmth of the fire 
that burns m her Her father was a head-clerk m a Rangoon 
business office He was killed m the first bombing of Rangoon 
Mr P — IS a Barrister, and practised in the High Court of Ran- 
goon 

I shall try to recapitulate the story as th^ related it. 
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Mus C — began ^ 

When the Japanese bombed Rangoon for the first time, we 
had no slickers worth tiic name. Tlic British Gosemor had got 
one constructed for himself at a fabulous cost of Rs. 30,000j'. 
But the general population was left to fend for itself. The 
Japanese came suddenly and unexpectedly. Nearly a thousand 
were killed — that was the official figure. But we knew that 
nearly ten thousand muse ha\c met their unnatural fate on that 
day. 

“ Rangoon rocked when the bombs struck it, as if th'erc was 
an cartliquakc Buiidmgs became rums, roads had craters, broken 
glass iVas everywhere, trees and telegraph poles lay right across 
me streets, — electric wires, human bodies, smashed cars and rick- 
shaws all lay m entangled hc^s Water mains burst. ^ Every- 
body tried CO leave Rangoon Trains and roads were choked with 
human beings on the march The docks were deserted by the 
dock-workers There were no scrv-ancs to be had anywhere. My 
man servant had also gone Trams and buses had nobody to ply 
them Everybody was running north — away from the Japanese 
air target. Mingalodon Airfield had been plastered and not a 
single building was left standing. The airraid siren had also 
been bombed. 

'* Day by day the streets became worsc.^. In a week the gar- 
bage had piled into small hillocks Evert the dead in public high- 
■way<5;i — victims of the bombing — lay untouched for chree days 

“On Christmas Day the Japs came again for the second 
bombing Thty had earlier thrown Icafiets, asking all Asiatics 
to leave the city Nearly three fourths of the population vanish- 
ed Rangoon was deserted as if the curse of God had visited it. 

“ The Civil Government had collapsed The heavenly 
bureaucrats of the Civil Service had broken down There was 
looting and thefts m tlic night But the police could not cope 
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’ witii anything. The Rangoon Gazette came out with a headline j 
“Our Finest Fighting Efficiency will be when the Bureaucrats 
» have gone And that from Mr. Stone, an Englishman ! He 
had to go of? on enforced leave for tliat article I 

“Burma is called ‘military backwaters*, but what sd'>**‘na' 
pools of ignorance and arrogance had been collected by the British* 
in their Government and Military top<ommand can "only be 
realised by those who lived under ^cm in Rangoon,” 

Mr. P — said % , 

“ When the Japs actually reached the doors of Rangoon, all 
scavengers and municipal service men, including the Fire Brigade 
V men^ were nowhere to he found. The doors of Jails, the Leper 
Asylum and the Lunatic Asylum had been opened, and dangerous 
men let loose on the streets. This was the work of the heaven- 
born Civil Service. Rangoon was burning, with fires lighted by 
nobody knows who. Quite a number of chc^ fires were the work 
of the criminals, who did not wish to leave traces behind, after 
sacking a house whose inhabitants had left. 

“Why the Government lee loose these jail-birds and mad- 
men is more than I can tell. But it Is typical of the way in which 
the British behaved all over Burma. They only thought of ^heir 
own skin. The rest did not matter. 

“ And how we suffered at the hands of the criminals. That 
■ day I became anti-British, I realised that my loyalty was 
misplaced, that I might prefer any slavey but not under the 
British. We had served them, stood by them, shed our blood for 
them, and now we were left to the tender mercies of criminals 
and lunatics. 

“And before the Japanese arrived on the 8th morning, ter* 
rific explosions had already scorched-earth the City. At ti^ in 
the afternoorj of the 7th,’ the oil* refineries and petrol dumps at 
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Syrian and Dunnec’daw were set on fire, thd electric power-station 
was smashed, food and other godowns were burnt. Darkness, 
due to thick smoke, descended into the streets and houses by day. 
The lights did not work. The glow of the burning fires was all 
that we had. These fires burnt day and night for the best part 
of the coming week. 

“ On our way to our house in Merchant Street we saw mad- 
men, completely nude, sitting on top of garbage heaps eating 
filth. Before the sun went down on the 7th, Rangoon was 
deserted by the last Englishman, Major Mains. 

“On the 8th morning the Japanese arrived through the 
villages of Wav and Daikoo. And the Japanese appeared to us 
as saviours. They brought order mto the town. People slowly 
streamed back ; the criminal elements were suppressed and locked 
up agam ; ” 

It was late in the evening when they left. The experience 
they have undergone has scared their faces. They will never be 
the same persons again. They have been face to face with death, 
and greater than death, terror, the fear of losing life. Their 
memory has endless miles of sorrow furrowed into it. 

May 19, 1943 

Mt, S — was with us for dinner last night. He is a timber 
merchant from Mandalay. He has married a Burmese wife and 
has several children He cold us many things about the retreat- 
ing British Army and also about the Japanese when they took 
Mandalay on the first of this month. 

Mr. S — ^was suspected by the British of having a hand m 
the disappearance of Ba Maw from Mandalay Jail towards the 
end of last March. He says he had nothing to do with it 

The story of Ba Maw has become legend" in Burma. 


no 
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Ba Maw, the ex-Primc Minister o£ Burma, was jailcH wKcn' 
the war began. He was suspected to be corresponding with the 
Japs. U, Saw was Prime Minister then. U. Saw did not do 
anything for Ba Maw, as they were political rivals. 

Soon nemesis overtook U. Saw» When he was returning to 
Burma from the U. S. A., he was arrested and locked up by the 
British for the same offence, — suspected of negotiating with the 
Japs. U. Sawjiad gone to England to demand the immediate 
declaration of Burmese Dominion Status. The British said no. 
He went to the U. S. A., published the refusal, and was now 
arrested. 

Towards the end of March a “highly-placed messenger" 
arrived from Maymyo, where the Governor of Burma is taking 
refuge. He walked inro the Jail of Mandalay and was c/osetted 
with Ba Maw for long hours. The British were ready to release 
Ba Maw unconditionally, if he promised to coKjperatc with them 
in keeping Burma loyal to the British. The first guarantee was 
that he should issue a public statement as soon as he was released 
that the British had already conferred practical self-government 
on the Burmese, that' Burma had independence in substance and 
in practice. 

But Ba Maw had other plans, — evidently. He prevan* t 'A 
He raised difficulties. The messenger went bade to Mavm f 
further consultations. In Maymyo the terms of Ba M ^ 
rejected. It was decided to shift him to an Indian 
and secure custody. The messenger came back with ^ i 

guard, to take Ba Maw. But Ba Maw was nowhere f , 

He had disappeared. Nobody knew how and when ^ 

Subhas Babu had disappeared from Calcutta witK V ^ 
keeping strict watch outside his house. This was^ ^ C.I,D. 
appearance, under more difficult conditions. another dis- 
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There arc monkeys too. And the birds and wild flowers arc 
wonderful. The wild beauty of a luxuriant tropical jungle is 
tiicrc. But after a nme the jungle over-powers you, su0ocaccs 
you. You feel a choking sensation. 

It was through these jungles, dressed like the poor labourers, 
that the Japanese first infiltrated into Malaya. The jungle tribes 
were their guides. 

P — keeps low fever. I must get the doctor to test his blood 
for Malaria or some jungle fever. P — says Malaria is the great- 
est curse and kills more Indians than anything else. 

DAWN OF FREEDOM; 

June 20, 1943 

Hurrah I Subhas Babu has reached Tokyo. He arrived in 
a submarine and was accompanied hy a Muslim young man, 
Mr. Hassan. Tokyo gave him a rousing reception, worthy of 
the leader of all Indians outside India, worthy of a great rcvolu- 
donary leader who has defied dicmight of Bridsh Imperialism so 
many times. Some of our leaders arc in Tokyo for the purpose 
of posting him up with all that has happened. 

The Press Statement of Subhas Babu is important! 

“Durmg the last World War our leaders had been 
bluffed and deceived by the wily British polidcians. That 
was why we took the vow more chan 20 years ago never again 
to be deceived by them. 

“ For more than 20 years my generation has striven for 
freedom and eagerly awaited the hour that has now struck’, 

* — ^thc hour that is for the Indian people the dawn of fice- 
dom. 
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Mahatmaji ! Father of our Nation ^ Tn ihte ■k i ^ 

-Sri Subhas Bose broadcasting to India (July 6. 1944) 





Cumr^dci * The Arjd Hind tauj hu» unty cue tlnjc aim the 
lllnritiun « t Mother India , tl c It juJ ha« only one dothwtion 
the ancum lU-d Delhi 1-uil’ The rrv> Uiunal Co^tmtnnl 
uivl Ilk aimy are Uio *«r\Antk « f tl c Indian Njtka.* 

•— ixl Ixjhhax lU^ e *,nj>ounrtJ JJ e a m of ll e laoj 

lUioUr r4, 1»U> 


DAWN OF FBEEDOM 


“ We know very well such an opportunity will not come 
again for another 100 years and wc arc therefore determined 
to make the fullest use of it. 

“ British Imperialism has meant for India moral degrada- 
tion, cultural ruin,* economic impoverishment arid political 
enslavement. 

“It is our duty to pay for our liberty with our own 
blood. The freedom that wc shall win, through our sacrifice 
^ and exertions, wc shall be able to preserve with our own 
strength. 

“ The enemy that has drawn the sword must be fought 
with the sword. Civil disobedience must develop into armed 
struggle. And only when the Indian people receive the bap- 
tism of fire on a large scale will they qualify for their free- 
dom " 


June 21. 1943 

' Today WC' heard the first broadcast by Subhas Babu from 
Tokyo. I have recorded passages which would help me in my 
work amongst the women. He has a knack of putting tilings 
simply and effectively : 

^ ^ ^ “ So far as India is concerned what is most important to 

all of us is the situation near India. 

“ During the whole history of the British In India, it 
had not struck one single British General that at -any stage 
in the fnturt, some enemy of the British might appear 
on the Eastern Frontier of India. The whole attention of 
Britain’s militafy strategists has therefore been concentrated 
, on die North-West Frontier of India 

“With the naval fortress of Singapore in tlicir posses- 
sion, our rulers thought that India was safe in their hands. 
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The dynamic advance of Generals Vamashita and Ida opened 
the eyes of the world to the worthlessness of British strategy . . . 

“Since then General Wavell has been making feverish 
attempts to put up fortifications on the Eastern Frontier of 
India. But what the Indian people are asking is this : If it 
took them almost 20 years to build Singapore, and only one 
week to lose it, how Jong will it take the British C-in-C or 
his successor co withdraw from his fortifications ? 

“To us Indians, what is of primary importance is not 
what is happening at Tunis, Timbuctoo or in Lampedusa or 
Alaska, but what is happening inside India and aaoss our 
frontier. 

“ What Is of primary importance to us is that the much 
advertised rcconqucst of Burma has ended in a shameful 
retreat , ,,_^j 

“Even the fall of Singapore, and the Joss of Buraia, the 
greatest disasters in Britisn military history could not bring 
about any appreciable change. British Imperialism remains 
inexorable. Men may come and men may go, empires may 
come and empires may go, but British Imperialism goes on 
forever, — that is what our rulers continue to think 

“ You may call if lack of statesmaruhip or political bank- 
ruptcy, or midsummer madness. But this midsummer 
madness has its own explanation. 

"The British Empire has grown out of India, The 
Brirish'pcople know, no matter to which political party they 
belong, that they need to reap all the resources of India. To 
them empire means India. They arc now fighting madly to 
prcscr\'c that empire. Consequently, no matter what fate 
beseu Britain during the course of this war, the Englishman 
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will endeavour to the very lait to keep his empire, — due u, 
to hold on to Indu 

“ Therefore, if I may speak frankly, I would say that it 
IS not midsummer madness that British politicians refuse to 
recognise India’s independence though they arc in a tcmblc- 
plignc , It IS midsummer madness that we should expect the 
Englishman voluntarily to give up his empire No 
Indian should ever cherish die illusion chat one day England 
will be induced to recognise India’s independence 

“ But that IS not to say that British politicians will never 
again compromise with India 

“Personally, I expect another such attempt some time 
this year But what I wane to point out, my countrymen, 
IS that by compromise the Bntish politicians will never rccog 
ruse India’s independence, but will only try to bluff the 
Indian people 

“ Protracted negotiations are planned to side track the 
campaign for mdcpcndcncc and thereby undermine the na- 
tional will, as they did between December 1941 and 
April 1942 

“Therefore, we should, once and for ail, give up hope 
of any compromise with British Imperialism Our indepen- 
dence admits of no compromises Freedom is only won when 
the British and their allies quit India for good And those 
who really want liberty must fight for it and pay for it witn 
dieir own blood 

“ Countrymen and Friends let us therefore carry on the 
fight for liberty, inside India and outside India, with all our 
strength and vigour Lee us continue the battle with un- 
shakable faith tdi the day that British Imperialism will be 
broken up and out of its ashes India will Qnce again emerge 
fui independent nanoq, 
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‘ In this struggle there is no going back, and there can 
be no faltering We must march onward and forward till 
victory IS achieved and freedom won 
Magnificent * 


]une 24. 1943 

Yet another broadcast by Subhas Babu The clarion call has 
been sounded 

Some of my countrymen have been expecting that 
under the pressure of an international crisis the imperialistic 
powers like Britain might be induced to recognise the inde- 
pendence of enslaved countries like India, but all such ex- 
pectations have been completely misplaced 

You are aware that towards the end of 1940 since I 
saw that Mahatma Gandh: had at long last launched civil 
disobedience campaign I felt that tlie honour and prestige 
of Indian people had been vindicated, and it was necessary 
to plan the Indian Revolution on a larger scale and m an 
effective manner in order to bring it to fruition Today f 
am in a position to announce to you that all tlicse objectives 
have been fully achieved We know the mtcrnational situ 
ation at first hand and we are therefore convinced of our ulti- 
mate victory 

‘All Indians outside India who arc not living in countr- 
ies directly under the control of our enemies have now been 
brought togctlicr into one well built organisation They arc 
following closely developments inside India and on the odicr 
hand thev ate kccpioff unimpeded contaa wjtb sntcrtiatioiul 
events They arc making all possible prepirauons to bring 
at the right time the maximum assistance to you who have 
been carrying on the struggle at home m spite of internment, 
persccuuon and brutality 
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"Friends, ypu may remember that I liavc in the past 
assured you more than once that when die hour strikes I, 
and many others like (nyself, will be by your side to share 
the glory of fighting and suffering side by side, and share 

with you the foy of victory as well We are now fulfill- 

mg that pledge 

"India shall be free, — and before long. And a free 
India will throw open the prison gates, so that her worthy 
sons may step out of the darkness of die prison cells into tlic 
light of freedom.” 


June 29, 1943 

Subhas Babu has appealed to the East Asia Indians to join 
hands with him to raise an army to fight for the liberation of 
India. 


“The task of liberating India is ours, and ours alone. 
That responsibility we shall not cast on anybody else because 
that would be against our national honour 

“ But the enemy is ruthless and desperate and he is 
armed to the teeth. Against such a foe, no amount of civil dis- 
obedience, or sabotage, or revolutionary terrorism can be of 
any avail. If, therefore, we want to expel British Power 
from India, we have to fight the enemy with his own wea- 
pons. The enemy has already drawn the sword — -he must 
therefore be fought with the sword. 

“ I am confident that with the help of my country- 
men in East Asia I shall be able to organize a gigantic 
force which will be able to sweep away British power 

from India The hour has struck, and every Indun 

.must advance towards the field of battle. When the 
blood of freedom-loving Indians begins to flow, India 
will attain her ffecdom.” 
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There ts great enthusiasm on all sides Wc are all verj' 
busy. P— comes home very late — one and two in the night 
— by seven m the morning he is out again The arrival of 
Subhas Babu m Syonan, and the Conference at which he will 
assume our leadership, have to be properly prepared I am 
on the Decoration Committee Wc have secured a huge 
painting of Gandhiji It will dominate the proceedings For 
the big march past of the Fauj, wc arc preparing the figure 
of Mother India holdmg the National Flag in her hand We 
have decided to have simple yet effective decorations. 

Nothing superfluous is to be permitted 


^ ^ ' July 2. 1943 

Subhas Babu arrived today Man, woman & child turned 
out to welcome him It was a breath taking display of love and 
admiration A sea of humanity — Indians, Malayans, Chinese 
and Japanese — ^jostled and got themselves crushed for a look at 
the great revolutionary. 

With his upright and erect carnage, his head held high, 
proudly unbending, smiling his enchanting smile, Subhas Bshii 
has captured all hearts We feel confident that here is a leader 
who can be trusted to take us along to our goal His phocograplis 
do not do justice to his fine physique and manly height I had 
a good look at him in our office at Chancery Lane, where he met ^ 
the local workers He has a smile which disarms all opposition 
When irrepressible Mr D — insisted on casting doubts on Jap 
pliability, Subhas Babu just turned to him and smiled, and then 
said 


"Do you believe that I have brains enough not to be 
fooled by them ? Then trust my word when I assure you 
that I am sure Japs cannot double-cross us They can only 
do that if wc do not organise properly, if wfe fail in raising 
a proper army of Indians to fight for our freedom Wc shall 
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have to be av/akc and alive, on our guard, — not only agalnsl 
the enemy British Imperialism, against the impcrialistically- 
inclined Japanese bureaucrats, but also against Indians in our 
own ranks. With discipline, we must be ready for every 
sacrifice. Let each man be ready to work. I bring you 
enough work. Work — ^work — and work — that is your and 
my burden.” 


/ “ July 3. 1943 

Subhas fiabu has been meeting the Fauj leaders today. 
Yesterday he was closeted with the League workers from Hong- 
kong, Thailand, Burma, Borneo, etc. 

P — ^had a short interview widi Subhas Babu and informed 
him about his impressions of his North Malaya tour. P — ^says he 
has not met a leader so well informed as Subhas Babu. He already 
knows the small place-names on the map, the climate and diffi- 
cult conditions in the jungles, the details of the plans and methods 
adopted by the Japs to outwit the British Army. P — says there 
was not a thing he told him which was new. What has im- 
pressed P — most is the technical knowledge about modern warfare 
and modern armies which Subhas Babu showed. He b a real 
leader of the people. 


Vy, 4. 1943 

The Inaugural session of the Conference was held today. 

When Subhas Babu spoke there was tense silence. Every 
word was audible. 

’* Friends ! The time has now come for freedom-loving 
Indians to act. Action in a War-crisb demands, above ail, 
military d'lscipHne, « well as unflinching loyalty to the cause. 
I, therefore, call upon all my country-men in Ease Asia to 
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itne up in one jolid phalanx and prepare for the grim hghc 
that IS ahead of us. I am confident that they will do so. ... 

“ I have publicly declared several tunes that when I left 
homeland m 1941, on an important mission, it was in accor- 
dance with the will of the vast majority of my countrymen. 
Since then, despite all the restrictions imposed by the C I D., 
I have remained in constant touch with my countrymen at 
home 

“ Patriotic Indians abroad have been working as genuine 
trustees of the freedom-fighters at home. I can assure every- 
body once agaiA that whatever wc have done up till now, 
or may do in future, has been and Will be for the freedom of 
India, and wc shall never do anything that is either agauist 
the interests of India or will not be m accordance with the 
w J1 of our people 

“ In order to mobilise all our forces effectively, I mtcnd 
organising a Provincial Government of Free India .... By 
winning freedom through our own efforts and sacrifice, we 
shall be acquiring the strength whereby we shall preserve our 
liberty for all tune . . I warn you that though we arc 
absolutely sure of our final victoiy, we can never afford to 
under-cstimatc the enemy, and we should even be prepared 
for temporary setbacks. We have a grim fight ahead of ps — 
for the enemy is at once powerful, unscrupulous and ruthless 
In this final march to freedom, you will have to face hunger, 
thirst, privation, forced marches and death. Only when you 
pass this test, will freedom be yours I am confident that 
you will do so and thereby bring freedom and prosperity to 
your enslaved and impoverished land , . . . " 


hly 5, 1943 . 

Our soldiers marched proudly at the Military Review in front 
of the Town Hall. I watched from tlic d^is, I was one of the 
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batch of gjrls who 5ang the National Song When P — marclicd 
past, saluting Netaji, I couU see the great admiration lie bears for 
his leader come in electric darts to the dais P — and his men arc 
ready to shed chcic last drop of blood for our country s freedom 
Their zeal and enthusiasm has reached white heat What is mojt 
note-worthy is the way all petty intrigues have been abandoned, 
all quarrels forgotten Nctaji has certainly transformed all of us 
Wc feci different 

An irresistible torrent flowed from Nctaji’s lips 
“ Soldiers of India’s Army of Liberation 

Today is the proudest day of my life Today it has 
pleased Providence to give me the unique honour of announc 
ing to the whole world that Indus Army of Liberation has 
come into being This Army has now been drawn up in 
military formation on the battlefield of Singapore, which was 
once the bulwark of the British Empire This is the Army 
that will emancipate India from British yoke , , Every 
Indian must feel proud that tins Indian Army has been orga- 
nised entirely under Indian leadership and that when the 
hutonc moment arrives, under Indian leadership it will go 
into battle Standing today on the graveyard of the 
British Empire, even a child is convinced that the almighty 
British Empire is already a thing of the past 

“ Comrades * My soldiers ! let ) our battle cry be ' To 
Delhi, to Delhi ’ How many of us will individually sur- 
vive this war of freedom, 1 do not. know But 1 do kno / 
this, that wc shall ultimately win and our task will not end 
until our surviving heroes hold the Victory parade on another 
graveyard of the Bntish Empire — the Lai KiUa of Ancient 
Delhi 

“’Tliroughout my public career, I have always felt that 
though Indu is otherwise npe for independence m every way. 
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ske lacks one chtng : an army of liberation. George Washing- 
ton of America could fight and v(in freedom, because he had 
his army. Garibaldi could liberate Italy because he had his 
armed volunteers behind him. It is your privilege and 
honour to be the first to come forward and organize India’s 

National Army Soldiers who always remain faithful 

to their nation, who perform their duty under all circum- 
stances, and who arc always prepared to sacrifice their lives, 
arc invincible. Engrave these cnrM ideals in the inmost core 
of your hearts. 

** Comrades ! You are today the custodians of India’s 
national honour and the embodiment of India’s hopes and 
aspirations. So conduct yourselves that your countrymen 
may bless you and posterity may be proud of you, I assure 
you that I shall be with you in darkness and in sunshine, in 
sorrow and in joy, in suffering and in victory. For the pre- 
sent, I can offer you nothing except hunger, thirst, suffering, 
forced marches and death.* It docs not matter who among 
us will live to see India free. It is enough that India shall 
be free and that we shall give our all to make her free. May 
God now bless our Army and grant us victory in the coming 

fight I” 

Nctaji is resolving the obstacles that appeared like impassable 
mountains to the League leadership. 

This announcement to the world of the existence of the Azad 
Hind Fauj and the motives behind its formation, was not per- 
mitted by the Kikan so far. This was one of our chief grievances. 
Subhas Babu has come and conquered. His engaging and dyna- 
mic personality has dissolved this obstacle as stormy ram would 
dissolve a heap of salt. Tomorrow Gen. To;o salutes the FauJ. 

July 6, 1943 

It was a grand sight — the salute which Gen. To/o gave to 
the Fauj as it marched past. Nctaji stood shoulder to shoulder 
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with the Preiiucc of Japan, and our brave lads walked in front 
of them with manly strides, confident of the strength that mili- 
tant and armed patriotism provides Our National Flag — the 
Flag of India — was earned shoulder high For a full hour and a 
half the Fauj was marching, and Gen Tojo stood at attention & 
saluted 

In the night P — brought several friends to dinner. It was 
mixed company. 

Mr L — , the Malayan, explained to us many things which 
were ail new and interesting He said that the British had never 
conquered Malaya by the sword , — it was by deepit, and with 
the aid of money, that they had ‘ purchased ’ Malaya, He ga\ c 
instances Singapore was ‘ purchased ’ from the Johore Sultan 
m 1819 , Penang from the KcdaJi Sultan in 1786 , Malacca from ^ 
the Dutch Perak’s history was significant In 1824 the inde- 
pendence of Perak was guaranteed by Britain and Thailand, Till 
1874, the Sultan ruled undisturbed Then the Sultan was foolish 
enough to appeal to the British for help in some mternal strife. A 
British Resident arrived on the scene and got murdered, probably 
by British agents A punitive expedition followed, the murderers 
were arrested and hanged, but Perak became a British possession 1 

The story of Selangor was similar, as of Negn Sembilan and 
Pahang Local disturbances — a British national takes a hand — - 
is killed or something — a punitive armed force appears — the terri- 
tory IS attached 1 

7n all noc more than htmdred Bcittskecs muse have sacn^ced 
their lives m these ‘ purchase ’ transacuons, glorified as conquest. 

The British had expected the Japs to attack along the eastern 
coast , the Japs attacked at Kota Bahru, but went through the 
length of th? peninsula mostly down the western plains. The 
British thought that die ;ungles were impassable , the Japs found 
enough guides to take them along the jungle trails m saf^. The 
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British had a low opinion of the Jap army equipments Therefore, 
tliey had only two six inch guns in Penang beach defences only 
at Kota Bahru and three or four other points, no tanks or tank 
traps no gun-emplacements, no pill boxes — notlung Tiie 

British thought that Formosa was the nearest Jap naval base a 
distance of a tliousand and five hundred miles , when the Japs 
swung the lead they had Saigon as base only six hundred miles 
distant In Singapore the British had always thought the danger 
point to be the wide seas So all their heavy naval guns fixed ii 
cement concrete foundations could not point to the northern end 
of the island from which the Japs came They faced south, the 
‘ dange- seas Those whom the Gods wish to destroy first be 
come blind Mr L — says that no other explanation can satisfy 
the easy victory of the Japs against the British 

It was late at night when we dispersed Mr L — had mono 
polised the conversation He is an interesting man We must 
invite him often 


/»fy 9, 1943 

Today was die huge mass rally ft was held at the Padang 
in front of the Municipal Offices Some lakh and more gathered 
to hear Netaji speak — a vencable sea of heads Enthusiasm 
was great There is something very loveable the way our Nctaji 
behaves widi die people He is very considerate to women and 
children He is never rude even when the crowd gets out of 
hand and jostles him in its keenness to see him or touch him 
Yesterday Netaji visited our office An old lady at the gate 
tried to touch his feet He lifted her up and made her give him 
blessings on his bent head He called her ‘ Mother We had 
tears in our eyes when he later told us about the tender and 
solicitous mother he had left behind in Calcutta 

Netaji stands upright and erect as he speaks into the mikc 
Hejhaj few gestures. He does not indulge in hysterical oniCQiy 
In a sober, sedate, yet firm voice, he argues and argues and argues 
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Every man and‘ "woman in the audience feels that he is talking to 
him or her m particular* He indulges m no theatricals. No 
water to be sipped, nobody to fan hun, not a scrap of notes to 
help memory, no fuss and no fluster of papers. He stands as if 
your father was standing in front of you, appealing to you, reason- 
ing with you, emphatically appealing to the better side of your 
nature* You feel you must be a cad, a selfish brute, an anti-social 
creature not to co-operate with him, to refuse him the things he 
asks for. He is a spell-binder alright, but minus the hokus-pokus 
of a magician 

His voice rolled out from the high platform i 

“ I would like to tell you quite frankly what made me 
leave home and homeland, on a journey that was fraught 
with danger of evety" kind 1l was lodged safely m a British 
Prison, when I silently resolved to risk everything m the 
attempt to escape from the clutches of the British. Having 
been in prison eleven times, it much easier and much 
safer for me to continue there, but I felt that the cause of 
India’s independence demanded a journey abroad, regardless 
of the risk that it involved. 

“ It tqok me full three months of prayer and medication 
to decide if I had strength enough to face death in hilhi/irg 
my duty. Before I could slip out of India, I had to gee out 
of prison — and in order ^ to do so, I had to go on hunger 
strike, demanding niy release. / knew that neither m fndia 
nor in Ireland^ had a prisoner succeeded in forcing the British 
Government to release him I knew also that Terence Mac- 
swiney and Jatin Das had died in the attempt to force the 
Government’s hands. But I felt convinced that I had an 
historic task to fulfil So I took the plunge, and after seven 
days of hunger-strike, the Government unexpectedly got un- 
nerved and set me free, with the intention of taking me back 
to prison again after a month or two. But before they could 
jicze me again, I became a free man. 
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'* Friends I You know that I have been actively working' « 
in the independence movement ever since I left the Univec' 
sity in 1921. I have been through all the civii disobedience 
campaigns during the Jose two decades. In addition to this, 

I have been repeatedly put in prison without trial, on the 
suspicion of having been connected with secret rcvolutionaiy 

movements — 'whether non-violent or violent In die 

light of this experience, I came to the conclusion that all the 
efforts that we could put forward inside India, would not 
sufHcc to expel the British from our country. ...... 

" To put it briefly, therefore, my object in leaving India 
was to supplement from outside the struggle going on at 

home On the other hand, the supplementary help 

from outside which the national struggle at home so urgently 
needs is in rcality^ very small. The help that our country- 
men at home needed and still need is a two-fold one : moral 
and material. Firsdy, they have to be morally convinced 
that their victory is assured. Secondly, they have to be given 
military help from outside 

*' The time has come when I can openly tell the whole 
world including our enemies, as to how it is proposed to bring 
about national liberation. " Indians outside India, particularly 
Indians in East Asia, are going to organise a fighting force 
which will be powerful enough to attack the British Army 
in India. When we do so, a revolution will break out, not 
only among the civil population ac home, but also among 
the Indian Army which Is now standing under the British 
Flag. When the British Government is thus attacked from 
both sides — from inside India and from outside— -it will 
collapse, and the Indian people will then regain their liberty. 
According to my plan, therefore, it is noc even necessary to 
bother about the attitude of the Axis Powers towards India. 

If Indians outside and inside India will do their duty, it is 
possible for the Indian people to throw the British cut of 



DATO OF FREEDOM 


India and liberate 383 milliom of their countrymen 

Friends, let the slogan of the three million Indians m East 

Asia be “Total Mobilisauon for a Total War." Out 

of this total mobilisation, I expect at least three lakhs soldiers 
and three crorcs of dollars. I want also a unit of brave 
Indian women to form a death-defying Regiment who will 
wield the sword which the brave I^ni of Jhansi wielded in 
India’s First War of Independence in 1857. . . . 

Our countrymen at home arc now hard pressed and 
they arc demanding a Second Front. Give me total mobi- 
lisation in East Asia and I promise you a second front — a 
real second front for the Indian struggle." 

As Nctaji was speaking torrential rains came down. 
Nctaji said only one sentence “Do not get up or leave. 
Stay put Ram cannot frighten us " Not a soul moved. 
Everybody was soaked to the skin, but not one budged. 
Necaji was overwhelmed by our discipline, especially of the 
women with babes in their arms. 

P — ^has been selected to act as A D C. to Nctaji. 

I am join mg the Ram of Jharui Regiment. It will be grand, 
— handling arms. P— , you won’t find me far bchmd jou I 

July 12, mz 

The Women’s section of tlie 1. I. L. convened a mass meet- 
ing of Indian women. It was addressed by Nctaji. Tfic 
audience hung on each syllable as it dropped from the powerful 
jaws of our beloved leader. Women had w'alkcd ten and twelve 
miles to the mectmg place. The hall was fully packed two 
hours before he arrived. 

We smothered him m our garlands We sang revolutionary 
songs Then Nctaji spoke, and asked for recruits for the Raax 
of Jhansi Regunenc and the Red Cross Unit. A Gujarati lady 
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gave away all her jewellery bangles, rings, necklace that she was 
wearing, as gift to Nctaji for work by, women, Necaji began 4 
“Sisters, 


“You all know, as well as I do, the part our womei 
at home ha\c placed m the Freedom Movement, especially 
during the last twenty two years, since the year 1921, when 
the Congress was reborn under the leadership of Mahatma 
Gandhi It is not only m connection with die Congress 
movement of Civil Disobedience, but also in connection widi 
the secret revolutionary movement, that our sisters have 
played a noble part . In fact, it will be no exaggeration 
for me to say that there is no sphere of public activity, there 
IS no department of national endeavour, in which Indian 
women have nof gladly and bravely shared, along widi our 
men, die burden of our national struggle Whether it is 
touring from village to village without food and drink, whe- 
ther It IS lectuntig at one meeting after another, whether it 
IS carrying the Freedom message from door to door, whether 
It IS running election campaigns or whether it is leading pro- 
cessions along public streets m defiance of official orders and 
in spite of lathi charges by the inhuman British Police, or 
whether it is facing bravely imprisonment and persecution 
insult and humiliation, nowhere have our women been found 
wanting Our brave sisters have also played a prominent 
pare in the secret revolutionary movement They have shown 
that when the need arises they could like their brother*', 
shoot very well If to-day I express my fullest confi 

dcnce in you, it is because I know what our women arc 
capable of and therefore I say without the slightest exagge- 
ration that there is no suffering which our sisters arc net 
capable of enduring 

History teaches us that every Empire has its fall )mt 
as It has its rise And the time has come for the British 
Empire to disappear from thp f?c? of this wprld. Wc sep 
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•with our own eyes how that Empire has 'disappearcH from 
this part of the world. It shall disappear from another part 
of the world, from India, as well 

“ If there is anyone either here or elsewhere who thinks 
that It Is an unwomanly act to shoulder a rifle, I would a>k 
bjtt ta tJita to of wie hvstoey> Whit hs^L hw.'e. 

women done in past? What did the brave Rani of Jhansi 
do in the Revolution of 1857, India’s First War of Indepen- 
dence. It was this queen who with drawn sword on horse 
back led her men tn battle. Through our ill-luck she fell, 
she failed, and India failed. But we have to continue and 
complete the work which the Great Rani undertook in 1857.. . 

“Therefore in the last and final War of Independence 
we want not one Rani of Jhansi, but thousands and thousands 
of Ranis of Jhansi. It is not the number of rifles you mav 
carry or the number of shots you may fire which is important. 
Equally important is the moral effect of your brave example. ’ 

Two “ Azad Schools ’’ arc training Inspectors for the different 
camps ; one is situated in Syonan and the other at Penang. » Two 
batches of students have already qualified. I am joining the 
third. Netajt has waived aside the objection of our old leaders 
against military training for women. He is a real modern man. 
His outlook is wide and progressive. 

July 25. 1943 

Today I had Mrs. T — and Miss S — for tea. Miss S — ^is 
from Penang, and described to us her experiences when the 
British ran away from Penang, leaving all /iiatics to the mere)' 
of the on-coming Japs. * 

This was what she said : 

“On December 11 th, before I had got out of my bed, some 
thirty Japanese bombers attacked our city. The whole thing 
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lajced for two and a half hours. On three successive days Penang 
was bombed 

*‘I cannot describe to you the mad confusion that resulted 
from the bombing There were hundreds of fires, and the number 
of buildings that had collapsed was somethmg unimaginable 
The fire brigade station had received a direct hit, and therefore ro 
fire engines were available The fires had to burn them«:clvci 
out, and the living had to sit and watch all their belongings — 
even tlie things that could have been saved — burn to ashes 
Labour of every sort had run away to the Mamland There 
were corpses in the streets which stank filthily I have seen 
pariah dogs [casting on hands and legs and rotting carcases Rats, 
big fat rats as we find in the fields, had attacked the streets They 
had left the tumbled down houses to cat in tbe streets and live 
in die debris Most of the shops had shut and nothing could be 
bought in the markets 

“Then there were thieves who sprang up from nowhere, 
everywhere at once The police had disappeared Gangs of hooli- 
gans had taken possession of several areas It was impossible to 
stir out The ferry services had stopped also Even the sca- 
vengers had gone, and night soil accumulated in heaps in every 
house We lived through hell • 

“And the worst was that there was no Government official 
to help the people The British had wididrawn into a corner 
and lived exclusive lives guarding themselves with revolvers and 
guns and cornering most of the available provisions On the 
third day evacuation was decided upon But no Asiatic was 
permitted to leave The local Military and Government Officers 
dcchrcd that only pure blooded British would be allowed to eva- 
cuate Not even Eurasians I know of several Eurasian ladies 
married to English businessmen Mrs B — was a friend of mine. 
Her husband went, leaving ber behind She was not qualified, 
being a Eurasian ! This was a complete cyc-opcncf for all of us 
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— Indians, CKinese, Malayans and even the Eurasians All the 
talk about justice and democracy and equality was hoax practued 
on us They left us behind, knowing that the Japanese may 
perpetrate the worst possible atrocities on us ’* 

This IS a story that one hears of most places in Malaya. The 
Brjixsb CoJnmsr, in the hour of the debacle of Jus Empire, Jbgis 
shown himself to be a sorry specimen of humanity The mighty 
have fallen There is not an honest dog to bark m their memory 
or over their fate 


August I, 1943 

News IS daily being received in our office of increasing en- 
thusiasm in the drive for League membership There arc now 
ten State branches and fifty sub-branches in Malaya alone Mcm- 
bersiiip has roughly touched the figure of one lakh and seventy 
thousand 

Volunteers from all over Malaya arc sending in applications 
to join the Fauj Netaji has laid down chat the Army must be 
a voluntary army, and no compulsion — not even social pressure 
— is to be employed for getting recruits He is quite right 
in this 

There is every need to pick and choose soldiers of our freedom 
army. Delhi Radio has been asking the British Army men to 
join the Fauj and cross over to tlie British on the fields of battle 
Wc do not want traitors in our ranks, and unwilling horses arc 
potential traitors 

Gifts — money and in kind — arc daify being received from 
die most distant settlements There is no doubt about it Every- 
where there IS optimism and activity Necaji has become the 
main lever of our movement But he always repeats one thing 
wherever he goes “Wc do not sec up idols m modern times. 
We do oot place all our eggs m one basket. Wc must remember 
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that the movement is greater than every individual in it. We do 
not have a one man dictatorship. We are all fellow-iighcers in 
the field.” 

It has been decided to hold a mass rally on the 15th, when 
Nctaji would be m Syonan. The revolution in India is complet- 
mg Its first year on the 9th. 

^August 10, 1943 

In every corner of Malaya and £asc Asia, hundreds of meet' 
mgs have taken place on 9th August, the anniversary of die 
revolution m India. In Syonan we had a big mcctmg with die 
photos of Gandhiji, Jawaharlal and Sardar Vallabhbhai. 

August 15. 1943 

Thirty thousand people flocked to hear Nctaji at the Farrer 
Park today. The sky was rent with cries of “Azad Hmd Zm- 
dabad " when Nctaji began to speak ; 

“A year has rolled by since Mahatma Gandhi was put 
m prison for the crime of demanding the withdrawal of the 
British from India. Since then the civil disobedience movc> 
ment as well as sabotage activities have gone on with un- 
abated vigour But we have not won freedom. And wc 
shall not win freedom till wc put up a second front on the 
Indo-Burma frontier and call upon the Indian people and 
the British Indian Army to take up arms against the British 
and theu: allies in India. ...... 

** It IS today a very great pleasure for me to sec so many 
of my Muslim countrymen m this gathering of ours. I thank 
them heartily for the welcome they have given me and for 
the handsome purse they have offered for the Indian Inde- 
pendence Movement . . . And let the whole world know, 
and let our enemies know, that all Indians m East Asia arc 
united regardless of religion or caste and they arc determined 
to fight for the freedom of their common Mothaland," 


53 



DAWN OF FREEDOM 


Nctaji announced that during the next two months, a large 
portion of the Fauj will be on the road to Burma, — then to Indu. 
The I. I. L. Headquarters will also shift to Rangoon. Tliat 
means P — and I must pack up We are ready now, Nctaji I 

Subhas Babu made a feeling reference to the deatli of Sri 
Mahadev Dcsai, Gandhiji’s Sccrctaiy, m Poona Sj5ccial Jail in die 
Agakhan Bungalow, — whose death anniversary was being observ- 
ed all over India A Gujarati merchant, who had known Sri 
Mahadco personally, ga\c dcuils of the greatness of his sacrifices 
and devotion to the Mahatma He referred to the relationship 
of Mahadev and Mahatma as Boswell to Johnson His death u 
m the list we have to avenge — Chalo Dilli 1 


August 25 , 1943 

Nctaji formally assumed direct command over the Fauj today. 

His Special Order of the Day is a fine document 

“ In the interest of the Indian Independence Movement 
and of the Azad Hind Fauj, I have taken over the direct 
command of our Army from this day 

** This is for me a matter of j’oy and pride — foe an Indun 
there can be no greater honour than to be the Commander 
of India’s Army of Liberation 

'* I regard myself as the scrv’anc of 38 crotes of my coun- 
trymen I am determined to discharge my dunes in such a 
manner that the interests of these 38 crorcs may be safe and 
that every single Indian will have reason to put complete trust 
m me It IS only on the basis of undiluted nationalism and 
of perfect justice and impaimlity that India’s Army of Libe- 
ration can be built up. 

“In the coming struggle fo. the emancipation of our 
Motherland,.. .. the Aid Hind Fauj has a vital role to 
play. To fulfil this role, we must weld ourselves into an 
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aftny that will Kave only one goal — FreeJom of India, — 
and Only one will — co do or die in the cause of India’s free- 
dom When we stand, the Azad Hind Fauj has to be like 
a wall of granite , when we match, the Azad Hmd Fauj hib 
to be like a steam roller 

“ Our task is not an easy one , the war will be long and 
hard, but I have complete faith in die mvmcibility of our 
cause 38 crores of human beings who form about one fifth 
of the human race, have a right to be free, and they ate now 
prepared to pay the price of freedom There is consequendv' 
no power on earth that can deprive us of our birthright of 
liberty^ any longer 

‘ Comrades, Our work has already begun With the slogan 
“Onward to Delhi ’ on out hp^ let us continue to labour 
and to fight till our National Flag flies over the Viceroy’s 
House in New Delhi, and the Azad Hind Fauj holds its 
Victory Parade mside the ancient J?ed Fortress of India’s 
Metropolis ’’ 

Three centres for training interpreters for the Fauj have 
been installed — in Syonan, Kuala Lumpur, and Salctar Two 
hundred recruits will receive military and “ expert work 
training 


September 6, 1943 

A camp for training Fauj recruits was established at Screm- 
ban on die first of this month 

I joined Netaji’s party visiting Kuala Lumpur En route, 
at every sution, Indians thronged die platforms and gave purses 
for the movement At Kuala Lumpur the tram had to be detained 
nearly quarter of an hour before the enthusiastic crowd permitted 
Nctaji to alight. Subhas Babu told the local leaders “ You must 
not allow dus hero-worship It will prove to be the curse of out 


54 


DAWN OF FREEDOM 


movement People must be prepared to understand and appre 
ciatc the need for immolating themselves for the cause That is 
the only channel into which enthusiasm should flow Leaders 
arc inndcntal They can come and go It is the movement that 
must flow on for ever ’ 

One of tliem replied ' They come with this enthusiasm to 
greet you because you have brought new life into the movemenf, 
because you are the best symbol of the freedom urge in their 
hearts ’ 

In the public meeting purses and gifts took up quite an 
hour Then Netaji spoke and electrified the vast audience. Kuala 
Lumpur had never had such a meeting before Its tempo was 
boundless 

Netaji said < 

The days of minimum sacrifice are over The tunc 
has come when each and everyone of us has to think of the 
maximum sacrifice and that sacrifice has to be in huma i 
life in money and in other resources which arc necessary m 
order to equip a modern army 

So long as peace reigned all over the world, it was 
practically impossible for the Indian people to get arms and 
fight with arms It was impossible for the people inside 
India It was also impossible for people outside India But 
thanks to this war what was impossible four or fi\e years 
ago has today become possible If you want arms you can get 
them not inside but outside India If you want to build up 
a modern army and equip it with all the modern weapons 
you can do so today That is why I say this war has been a 
God sent opportunity to us It has given us a unique oppo- 
tunicy for achieving not Dominion Status or Gilonia] sd^ 
government, but full and complete independence 
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** I congratulate you that you have in the heart of Kuala 
Lumpur one of our camps where Indian young men arc 
trained for the coming fight for freedom Malaya is dot- 

ted with camps, and many of these camps were formerly 
camps of the British Army, Th^ have been uirned over to us 
for our use. That reminds me that when we go to India, we 
shall also find ready-made barrachs for our national army. 
We won’t have to build new barracks. From Calcutta to 
Bombay, and from Rawalpindi to Madras, there arc splendid 
barracks, not for the Indian Army but for the British Tommy, 
— but these splendid barracks are going to be taken for our 
Indian National Army, and I promise to give the British in 
return all the prisons for their use.” 

We visited the Training Camp of the Fauj. Some 700 and 
odd recruits arc under training. Thcit spirit is perfect. Nctaji 
Was very pleased with their turn-out. One could hardly imagine 
that Indian clerks and businessmen, whose fore-fathers never 
handled a gun for the last hundred years, should now prove to 
be so adept at learning the military art. It is the spirit that docs 
it. All the tommy-rot that the British have talked about martial 
and tton-martial races in India is proved to be only a cloak for 
not training Indian masses in military knowledge ; keeping the 
army as a safe preserve of corrupted families in safe races. We, 
in East Asia, have pricked that bubble. 


September 2S, 1943 

Quite a number of us — nearly fifty — travelled to Rangoon 
for the solemn and impressive ceremony chat w'as held on Sunday 
the 26th at the Mausoleum of Bahadur Shah, the last Emperor of 
Free India. 

Nctaji paid a feeling tribute T 

“ It is pcrliaps strange, may be a lucky coincidence of 
history, that whuc the remains of India’s last Emperor rest 
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on the sod of Burma, the remains of the last King of Free 
Burma now rest on the soil of India 

' We express our unshakable determination before a 
sacred memorial, before the mortal remains of the last fighter 
for India's freedom, the man who was an Emperor among 
men and a man among Emperors Now when we arc 

engaged m the last war for India’s independence, it is all the 
more necessary for us to renew our unshakable determination 
to fight this last war for independence to a finish, regardless 
of all sufferings and sacrifices, regardless of all difficulties in 
our path, regardless of the length of this war — so tliat at long 
last the enemy, the common enemy of Burma and Indu, 
will be finally overthrown and we will be free not only 
within our homes, but free as comrades marching shoulder to 
shoulder fulfilling thc' common destmy of mankind 

“And now I shall close these few remarks by quoting 
the English meaning of a couplet which was composed by 
Bahadur Shah himself, “As long as the last particle of faicn 
exists in the souls of India’s freedom fighters, tlie sword of 
India shall continue to penetrate the heart of London 

" Ghazi yon men bu rahcgi jab thulak Imanaki, 

Tab tho London thak chalcgi theg Hmdostan Ki 

October 2, 1943 

Today is the 75th birthd^ anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, 
and we celebrated it by a huge meeting, flymg the National Flag 
trom the top of all Indian houses, a procession m the mommg 
smgmg national songs, ctc- 

Netaji spoke about Gandhiji . 

‘ I shall devote myself to an estimation of the place of 
Mahacmaji in the history of India’s struggle for indcpcn- 
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dcnce Tlie service which Mahatma Gandhi has rendered to 
India and to the cause of India’s freedom is so unique and 
unparalleled that his name will be written in letters of gold 
in our national history for all time to come 


” When die last World War was over and Indian leaders 
began to demand the liberty that had been promised to diem, 
tlicy discovered for the first time diac diey had been betrayed 
by perfidious Albion The reply to clicir demand came m 
the form of the Rowlatt Act in 1919, which deprived them 
of what little liberty diey still possessed And when dicy 
protested against diat Black Act, the Jallianwalla Bagli 
massacre follosvcd For ail the sacrifices made by the Indian 
people during the last World War, the two rewards were 
the Rowlatt Act and the Jallian^Y^lia Bagh massacre , 

“After the tragic events of 1919, Indians were 
stunned and paralysed for the time being All the acccmpcs 
for achieving liberty had been rudilessly crushed by the 
British and chcir armed forces Constitutional agitation, 
boycott of British goods, armed revolution, all had alike 
failed to br ng freedom There was not a ray' of hope lefc, 
and the Indian people were g^'oping in the dark for a new 
method and a new weapon of struggle Just at this psycho- 
logical moment, Gandhiji appeared on the scene witli his 
novel method of Non Co-operapon or Satyagraha or Civil 
disobedience It appeared as if he had been sent by Pro- 
vidence to show the path to liberty Immediately and spon- 
taneously the whole nation rallied round his banner India 
was saved Evciy Indian's face was now lit up with hope 
and confidence Ultimate victory was once again assured 

“For twenty years and more Mahatma Gandhi has 
worked for India s salvation, and with him the Indian people 
have worked 
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“It IS no exaggeration to say that if m 1920 he had nat 
come forward with his new weapon of struggle, India tod/, 
would perhaps have been still prostrate His services to tiic 
cause of India’s freedom arc unique and unparalled No 
single man could have achieved more in a single Jifctimc 
under similar circumstances The nearest historical parallel 
to Mahatma Gandhi is perhaps Mustapha Kcmal, who saved 
Turkey after her defeat in tJic last World War, and vviio was 
then acclaimed by the Turks as die ' Gazi 

‘ Since 1920 the Indian people have learnt two dungs 
from Mahatma Gandhi, which arc die indispensable prcco i- 
dicions for die attainment of independence They luve, first 
of all, learnt national self respect and seU~conhdcnce as a 
result of which, revolutionary fervour is now blazing m their 
hearts Secondly, they have now got a country wide orga- 
nization which reaches die remotest village of India 

‘ Mahatma Gandhi has firmly planted our feet on the 
straight road to liberty He and other leaders arc now rottii g 
behind prison bars The cask diat Mahatma Gandhi began, 
has therefore to be accomplished bj his countrjmcn at home 
and abroad 

*' I would like to remind j-ou that when \fahacnu 
Gandht commended his Non Cooperation programme to tJic 
Indian nation at the annual session of the Congress at Nagpur 
in December 1920, be said If India had die swo'd today, 
she would have drawn die sword And proceeding further 
Ivfahacinaji said that since armed revolution was out of the 
question, die onl}’ other alcemamc before die country was 
diac of Non Cooperation or Satjagraha Since then times 
have changed and it is now possible far the Indun people to 
draw die sword We arc happv and proud due Indus Arri/ 
of Liberation lus already come into existence, and is stcadiV 
increasing in numbers . 
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HUKUMUT-e-A2AD-HIND 

October 21, 1943 

On the 17th a new Fauj Training Camp was opened at Ipoh. 

To-day has been a great day. The historic Conference called 
by the I. I. L. and attended by delegates from all over East Asia, 
assembled at the Dai Toa Gekijo at 10-30 A.M. Sri R — read the 
welcome address and Col. C — read the secretarial report. Then 
Nctaji came to the rostrum and delivered a thrilling speech of an 
hour and a half. He held the vast audience of thousands spell- 
bound. He explained in Hindustani the significance of the esta- 
blishment of Provisional Government of Azad Hind. Sri C — 
translated into Tamil. 

Loud and prolonged cheers echoed and re-echoed in the vast 
hall as Nctaji took the Oath of Allegiance to India. He was so 
moved that at one stage minutes passed but his voice could not 
triumph over the emotion which struggled in his throat. The 
emotion that suddenly welled up showed how deeply each word 
of ^e Oath and the sanctity of the occasion had affected him. 
In a now loud, now soft, but always firm voice, he read out: 

“ In the name of God, I take this sacred oath that to liberate 
India and the thirty-eight crorcs of my countrymen, I, Subhas 
Chandra Bose, will continue this sacred war of freedom till the 
last breath of my life.” And here he paused. It seemed that he 
would break down. Each one of us had been mentally repeating 
each word of the oath. We were all leaning forward, physically 
trying to reach the granite figure of Netaji. The whole audience 
was merged in him. Pin-drop silence. With lips tightly closed and 
eyes glued, body tense, we waited for him to overcome the 
struggle over emotion. Presently he began in a solemn voice, 
like an organ in a church ; 

“ I shall always remain a servant of India and look after the 
welfare of thirty-eight crores of Indian brothers and sisters. This 
shall he for me my highest duty. 
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“ Even after winning freedom, I will always be prepared ro 
sKcd the last drop of my blood for the preservation of India’s 
freedom.” 

The tension was relieved. We could breathe again freely. 

Then each member of the Provisional Government came up 
in front of the vast Conference and individually took the Oach;j 
“ In tlic name of God, I take this holy oath that to liberate India 
and thirty-eight crorcs of my countrymen I will be absolutely 
faithful to our leader Subhas Chandra Bose and shall be always 
prepared to sacrifice my life and all I have for the cause.” 

Then the Proclamation was read out to us. 

Let me record this document which shall be written with 
drops of Indian patriotic blood in the coming months m Indian 
history ^ ^ 

" After their first defeat at the hands of the British in 
1757 in Bengal, the Indian people fought an un- 
interrupted series of hard and bitter battles over a stretch of 
one hundred years The history of this period teems with 
examples of unparllcicd heroism and self sacrifice And in 
the pages of that history, the names of Siraj ud-doula and 
Mohanlal of Bengal, Haidar Ah, Tippu Sultan and Vclu 
Thampi of South India, Appa Sahib Bhonsic and Peshwa 
Baji Rao of Mahrastra, the Begums of Oudh, Sardar 
Shyam Singh Atariwala of Punjab, and last but not lease. 
Ram Laxmibai of Jhansi, Tantia Topi, Maharaj Kunwar 
Singh of Dumraon and Nana Sahib are for ever engraved 
m letters of gold Unfortunately for us, our forefathers did 
not at first realise that the Bntish constituted a grave threat 
to the whole of India, and they did not therefore put up a 
" united front against the enemy. Ultunatcly, when the 
Indian people were roused CO the reality of the situadon^ 
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they made a concerted move and under tlie flag of Bahadur 
Shah in 1857 they fought their last war as freemen. , . . 

“Forcibly disarmed by the British after 1857 and sub- 
jected to terror and brutality, the Indian people lay prostrate 
for a while, but with the birth of the Indian National Con- 
gress m 1885, there came a new awakening From 1885 till 
the end of the last World War, the Indian people, m their 
endeavour to recover their lost liberty, tried all possible methods 
— namely, agitation and propaganda, boycott of Bntuh 
goods, terrorism and sabotage, and finally, armed revolution. 
But all these efforts failed for a time Ultunately m 1920, 
when the Indian people, haunted by a sense of failure, were 
groping for a new method, Mabatma Gandhi came forwa-J 
with the new weapon of non-coKiperauon and civil disobe- 
dience 

“Thus, the Indian people not only recovered their 
political consciousness, but became a political entj^ once 
agaiii They could now speak with one voice and strive 
with one will for one common goal From 1937 to 'l939, 
through the work of the Congress Ministries in eight pro- 
vinces, tliey gave proof cf their capacity to administer the.r 
own affairs Thus, *ui the eve of the prcscrc World War, 
the stage is set for the ffnal struggle for India’s liberation 

“ Having goaded Indians to desperation by its hypocrisy, 
and having driven them to starvation and death by plunder 
and loot, British rule in India has forfeited the good will ot 
the Indian people altogether and is now living a precarious 
existence It needs but a flame to destroy die last vestige of 
that unbappy rule To light, that flame is the task of lodva’s 
Army of Liberation 

“Now chat the dawn of freedom is at hand it is the 
duty of the Indian people to set up a Provisional Government 
of thcif own, and launch th? last struggle under di? banner 
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of that Government. But with all the Indian leaders In 
prison and the people at home totally disarmed, it is not 
possible to set up a Provisional Government within India or 
to launch an armed struggle under the aegis of that Govern- 
ment It IS therefore the duty of the Indian Independence 
League in East Asia, supported by all patriotic Indians at 
home and abroad, to undertake this task — the task of setting 
up a Provisional Government of Azad Hind (Free India), 
and of conducting the last fight for Freedom, with ^hc help 
of the Azad Hind Fauj organised by the League ~ 

" The Provisional Government is entitled to, and hereby 
claims, the allegiance of every Indian It guarantees reli- 
gious liberty as well as equal rights and equal opportunities 
to all Its citizens It declares its firm resolve to pursue the 
happiness and prosperity of tlie whole nation and of all its 
parts, cherishing all the children of the nation equally and 
transcending all the differences cunningly fostered by an 
alien Government m the past 

“ In tlie name of God, in the name of bygone genera- 
tions who have welded the Indian people into one nation, 
and in the name of tlie dead heroes who ha\c bequeathed to 
us a tradition of heroism and self sacrifice — we call upon the 
Indian people to rally round our banner and to strike for 
India 5 freedom Wc call upon them to launch the final 
struggle against tlic British and their allies in India and to 
prosecute that struggle with valour and pcrsevcrcncc and 
with full faith in final Victory — until the enemy is expelled 
from Indian sod and the Indian people are once agaui a Free 
Nation ” 

Tilts IS signed on behalf ^ the Provisional Govemmeat 
of Azad Hind by Subhas Chandra Bose — Head of the 
State, Prune Minister and Mmtstcr for War and Foreign- 
Affairs , Cape, Mrs Lakshmi Women’s Organisation ; S. A, 
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Ayer Publicity and Propaganda , Lt. Col A C Chattcrju 
Finance , Lt Col Aziz Ahmed, Lt. Col N S Bhagat, Lc. 
Coi J K Bhonsle, Lc Col Guizara Smgh, Lc. Col M Z 
Kayani, Lt Col A D Loganadan Lt Col Ehsan Qadtr, 
Lc CoJ Shah Nawaz — ^rcpfcsentativcs of the Armed Forces , 
A M Sahay — Secretary with mmisterial rank , Rash Behan 
Bose - Supreme Adviser , Karim Gam, Debnath Das D M 
Khan, A YcUapp J Thivy, Sardar Ishar Smgh — ^Advisers t 
A N Sarkar — Legal Adviser 

I must also record some of the passages from Nctaji’s speech 

* During the last few months, the situation inside India 
has been developing in a manner favourable to our cause, 
though it has meant more and more suffering for the people, 

“The political unrest m India has been greatly accen- 
tuated by the famine condiuons prevailing m several parts of 
India — and particularly m Bengal There can be no doubt 
that these famine conditions have been largely due to the 
policy of ruthless exploitation of India’s food and other re- 
sources for Britain’s war purposes over a period of nearly four 
yczTs You are aware that on behalf of our League, I made 
a free and unconditional offer of one hundred thousand tons 
of nee for our starving countrymen at home as a first instal- 
ment Not only was this offer not accepted by the Bncisli 
authontics m Inda — but we were given only abuse m return 

"You are probably aware that since July last, I have 
toured more than once in the mainland of Malaya, in Thai- 
land, in Burma and m Indio-Chma The enthusiasm 
among our countrymen that I have met with cvctywhcjc has 
not only been cncouragipgi but has added greatly to my 
feelings of confidence and optimism » 

“I would like to inform you also that we have been 
planning and preparmg, not only for the coming struggle, 


64 





Jose at the Azad Hind Fauj 
vn Hall Maidan, Syonan. 





HUKWrUT-e-AZAD HIND 


but also for postwar reconstruction We can visualise the 
conditions that we shall find at home when the Anglo- 
Americans and their allies arc expelled from our Country Wc 
havQ therefore sec up a Reconstruction Department in our 
headquarters, where the problems of post war reconstruction 
arc being studied People are now being trained for work of 
rapid reconstruction within India, simultaneously with the 
progress of military ^operations' In short, wc are not leaving 
anything undone in our preparation for the coming fight for 
freedom and for the task that we shall have to undertake 
thereafter 

“ It would naturally have been the best thing if a Govern- 
ment had been constituted inside India, and if chat Govern- 
ment had launched the last struggle for liberty But thmgs 
being what they are in India, and all the known and recog- 
nised leaders being in prison, it is hopeless to expect the for- 
mation of a Provisional Government within the frontiers of 
India It IS eqjially hopeless to expect the last fight for 
freedom to be organised or initiated withm the Country It 
IS consequently for the Indians in East Asia to under- 
take this solemn task 

"There is not the slightest doubt in our minds that 
when we cross the Indian frontter with our Army and hoi>t 
our National Flag on Indian soil, the real revolution will 
break out ivithm the country — the revolution that will ulti- 
mately bring about the end of British rule m India 

‘ The creation of a National Army has lent reality and 
seriousness to the whole Independence Movement m East 
Asia If this Army had not been organised, the Indepen- 
dence League in East Asia would have been a mere propa- 
ganda organ With the creation of the National Army,*^jt 
became possible as well as ncccssaty, to set up a Pro- 
visional Govctnmeqt of-<Azad Hind (Free India) The 



JAI HIND 


Government is born out of tbe Independence League for the 
purpose of hunching and directing die final struggle for 
India s freedom 

In setting up this Provisional Government we arc on 
tlie one hand meeting the exigencies of the Indian situatio i, 
and arc on the other following in the footsteps of history 
In recent times the Irish people set up their Provision il 
Government in 1916 The Czeches did the same during the 
last World War The Turks under the leadership of Mus- 
capha Kcmal set up their Provisional Government m 
Anatolia 

And then tlic National Anthem hurst forth from a 
myriad diroats m a grand symphony, 

Subh sukh chain ki barkha barsc Bharat bhag hai jaga, 
Punjab Sindh Gujrat Maratha Dravid Utkal Banga 
ChanchaL Sagac Bindh Himala neela Jamna Ganga^ 

Tere nit gun gac, 

Tujhsc jeewan pae. 

Sab tan pae asKa , 

Suraj ban kar jag par chamkc Bharat nam Subhaga, 

Jai ya ho Jai ya ho, Jai ya ho, 

Jai ya Jai ya Jai ya Jai ya ho I 

Sab ke dil men pne basac ten mithi bam, 

Har sube ke rahne wale har mazhab kc pram, 

Sab bhed'O'farak mita ke, r 
Sab god me ten akc, 

Goondhen prem ki mafa^ 

Suraj ban kar jag par chamkc Bharat nam Subhaga, 

Jaiya ho, Jaiya ho Jaiya ho, 

Jai ya Jai ya Jai ya Jai ya ho J 
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Subah savcre pankh pakhcm tcrc hi gun gacn, 
Bas bhari bharpooc hawacn jccwan men rue lacn, 

Sab mil kar Hind Pukarc, 

Jai Azad Hind kc narc, 

Piara desh hamara, 

Suraj ban kar jag par chamkc Bharac nam Subhaga, 
Jai-ya ho, }ai-ya ho, Jai-ya ho, 

Jai-ya Jai-ya Jai-ya Jai-ya ho I 
Bharac nam subhaga I 


October 22. 1943 

Today was our day. Nctaji unfurled the flag and declared 
open the Rani of Jhansi Regiment Training Gimp. The day 
was well chosen. The Rani of Jhansi was born on this day. On 
tills day Nctaji functioned as nurse at the re-birth of modern 
Ranis of Jhansi in East Asia. 

At 5 P. M. punctually Necaji arrived. Mrs. C — , the Pre- 
sident of our Syonan Women’s Section welcomed him. Gipt. 
Mrs. L — accampamed Nctaj’i when he inspected our Guard of 
Honour. He unfurled the National Flag. With rifles in our 
hands, we listened to his speech, standing like statues, not daring 
to breathe lest we create an unfavourable impression on him abouf 
our capacity to become active soldiers in the field of battle. I 
ttcmblc at the new life that is opening out before me. I pray 
that I should never be found 4vanting — never — never for an in- 
stant let weakness make me bend. God I I prefer death to 
dishonour. / 

Nctaji spoke i ^ 

** Sisters, 

“The opening of the Rani Jhansi Regiment Training 
Gmp is an important landmark in the progress of our Mov^ 
pacnc in Ease Asia, 
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^yc arc engaged jn the great task of regenerating 
our Nation And it is only in the Htness of things that cheic 
should be a stir of New Life among our womenfolk . 

'Onr past has been a great and glorious one India 
could not have produced a heroine like the Ram of Jhansi 
It she did not have a glorious tradition In the same way as 
we have figures like Maitreyi m India’s ancient days ue 
have the inspiring examples of Ahalyabai of Maharashtra. 
Ram Bhawani o Bengal Razya Begum and Noor Jehan who 
were shining adrninistrators in recent historic times prior to 
^ every confidence in the fertility 
of -the Iridian soil I am confident that India, as in the past, 
wi sure y pro uce the best flowers of Indian womanhood 

II,' ' a few words about the Ram 

of Ihami When the Ram of Jhami started her fight her 
age was only twenty You can easdy unagme what ft meant 

s£ mu I, realize what courage and spirit 

InmoTher ',1 u"* The Engbh Commander who fought 
S ' ?,r r 1 , ^r'’' >>rasesr of die 

fort was hr * ought from the Jhansi Fort and when tlic 

ww 1 f"-"- 

batdefront^ h ^ J When she had to retreat from diis 
eorirrof^"“,‘'' Tanria Top, attacked 

s^e eXu'edS^t^I^::;/"' r‘",S 'f 

died fightmg ■ and m this last and great batde she 

' her dcSt°7t"wM^jw“r‘ <faf“ted It was not 

Rams and march on m 

the ccnttal camp'^"'^crc"'^ ‘^“’P ““fay This » 

“■np Tb« am othet camps fee women. {.Thailand 
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and in Burma. The quota wc have undertaken is one thousand 
women soldiers from Malaya alone. 

I must have been smiting about like a peacock, with head 
Wid Vivgh, *»htTi \ VjtwA P — made fuu of vne. 

But I do not care. It is the snobbishness of the orthodox male 
that makes him take this supetcillious attitude to us, women sol- 
diers, P — , just give us a little time, and we shall prove to you 
that we can make really cough soldiers. You shall know chat the 
timid wife who shrieked at the presence of a tiny cockroach or a 
rat, has changed into a Rani of Jhansi, who will not shrink from 
killing because her coontry, her patriotism, demands it. 

. October 23 1943 

The Nippon Government has granted recognition Co our 
Provisional Government and has promised "every possible co- 
operation and support in the Provisional Government's efforts to 
attain its object : Complete Independence of India.” 

I am now Jiving in the Camp. Our daily routine of drill, 
lectures, musketry training, has begun. 1 have been told that 
1 must put in extra hours and qu^ify as an officer, and I am 
going to do it. 

A school for training "admititstrators ” for the liberated zones 
as our Army marches ahead into India, has come into existence. 
Only highly qualified persons are admitted. There arc techni- 
danx and. adnamistcitive. cxjgccts. axnnn^ theox. 

October 25, 1943 

" The second meering of the Council of Ministers has unanl* 
mously passed the following resolution at five minutes past 
midnight last night : The Provisional Government of Azad Hind 
declares war on Btitain'and the U.S.A." 
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When Ketaji declared this at the Padang mass rally, opposite 
the stately municipal buildings in the evening yesterday, shouts 
and slogans rent the skies and volley after volley of frenzied 
cheering greeted the news For a full quarter of an hour the 
vast audience of over fifty thousand was uncontrollable. It broke 
the cordon in several places, trying to reach the platform When 
Nctaji asked them to stand where they were and raise their hands 
to express their approval, a forest of hands went up Then the 
Fauj soldiers lifted their rifles and placed them on their shoulders, 
givmg their consent by a forest of bayonets It was a scene which 
I shall never forget I too unsheathed my bayonet and held it 
aloft We were madly shouting our battle-cry : “On to Delhi.” 


Yesterday a military parade of the Fauj was also held in the 
morning at the Padang before the Takubetusi. At exactly half 
pst ten, Necaji arrived He is very punctual Accompanied by 
his Cabinet. Netaji inspected the Fauj and took the salute. Witli 
a soul-stimng speech he raised the morale of tire soldiers sky-high. 
Our Regiment was also there If Netaj, had asked me to cut 
my throat for my country, I could have done it on the spot. 


Nenj, pomtea out the F.uj has only ono smgfc aim; 
the hberanon of Mother Ind.a, that the Fauj L only one destt- 
nation the ancent Red Delh. Fott. He asked .f there was any- 
body who wanted to leave the Army, who had got mto tt rn the 
d^^unh^ 1 tut had changed hrs m,nd on second 

S om ^ t, •’ijT WtMth him.— he can 

1 LTi ^to“ *= fact that the Fan, 

Lt 7' ^ ™'u''tcer atmy No compulsion of any 

sort can be enforced He askerl rK,- * t ^ 

one was willing to fall out. He addedT 


do so un^der d, 'ts fight, it wdl 

wheni^^rrhe, '“Jcrship of Its own Government. And 

^d Sl L^ilf. , " ’■'"’'."uttation of tire bberat- 

ed tract, will automatically come mm the lunds of our Pro- 
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visional Government India’s liberation shall be achiev- 

ed by Indian cflort and sacrifice, through our own Fauj.” 

October 26, 1943 

I must record the stirring event that took place at the Jalan 
& Besar Stadium, where Nctaji scored success on a new front 
yesterday. ^ 

) 

Money and gifts have been pouring in ever since Nctaji has 
arrived in Syonan But he was not satisfied vvicli tlic collections. 
So, Nctaji issued a special appeal and spoke to die wealthy Indian 
businessmen at tlie Stadium. 

Netaji tliundercd : 

“Look at 'those who have volunteered to join the Indian 
National Army and who arc now getting the necessary training. 
Thev do not know how many of tlicm would lux to see India free. 
They arc getting ready widi the one thought of shedding thetf 
last drop of blood. They arc getting ready to go to a free India 
or to die on the way. There is no programiiTc of retreat for 
tlicm 

“When die I. N. A. is getting trained either to march to 
victory or to spill its last drop of blood on the way die rich people 
arc asking me whether total mobilisation means 10 per cent or 5 
per cent of dieir riches I would ask these people who are speak- 
ing of percentages whether we can tell our soldiers to fight and 
Spill only 10 per cent of their blood and save the rest 

“The poor classes have been coming forward voluntarily and 
with enthusiastic spirit to offer ever) dung that they have. Poorer 
class Indians like watchmen, washermen, barbe-s, petty shop- 
keepers and govvalas Iiavc come forward with all tliat they have. 
And in addition to that some of them have also offered to become 
volunteers 


71 



JAI HIND 


Some of tjicse poor people came to me and not only did tliey 
gnc all tlir cash they had m their pockets but ^^ent further and 
gave me U >ir Savings Bank books which represent their lives* 
savings Arc there not rich men among die Indians in Malaya 
who <^ri come forward and say m the same spirit Here is my 
bank bdbk for die cause of Indian Independence ? ^ 

Indians as a nation bcliev^ m die ideal of self sacrifice 
Among the Hindus vve have die ideal of die Sanvas.ns and the 
Muslims have d]c way of die Faquirs Can there be a greater 
cause a nobler cause and a holier cause dian that of l.b^tim; 
JO crores or human souls r ® 

My first request tu Mdayu ,s for 10 crora of rupees, 
which would be approxiiuarely 10 per cent of the value of 
Indian possessions m Malava 

When collections began nearly seven million dollars 
received on the spot. Widim tnc next 24 hours the m3 
coUcctions have reached die figure of I crorc and 30 lakh dollars 

ones the „ew| formed Protnio^l tsttem" d S 
So also have Free Burma and Free PhUippme GovemmSt 

w, , October 28 1943 

Netaji issued a statement when he mec wnrM 
the Konan Club to^lay pressmen at 

He says 

With the formation of the Provmnna) - f 

. lutionary army On ; ic' 

fulfillcT naru^y tothTLinotr-freedr^^'^ ” »= 
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“The world knows of course that Nationalist India ha« 
been at war wicli Briuin for a long time Nevertheless, si,icc 
the Provisional Government of hrcc India has been formed 
for the first tune, such a declaration has been necessary, in 
order to cianiy our attitude towards Bnuin and America 

“This declaration of war is not a propaganda stunt. 
We shall prove by our actions tliat we mean what we say. 
I, for one, would never have been a party to such a decision, 
if I had not been confident of putting that decision mco 
practice,” 


Novembers, 1943 

Netaji has received a message of felicitations from Irish 
Republicans. He was thnllcd by it I was in office when it 
arrived He read it out to us and then told us how the tciceram 
brought back to his mind vividly the many friends that he had 
made in the * Emerald Isle of Eire and the sacred places, hallow 
ed by deeds of martyrdom, that he had visited He finally said 
“ Our cause also is just Our demand also is for our birth-ri h * 
We too arc prepared to pay the price We too must ther^ 
triumph Freedom for India must come, as it came for Euc.'’°^^ 

Croatia, Chma and Manchukuo have recognised our P 
sional Government. 


Novemhej 


8 . 1943 


Neap, accompanied by his Staff, — P — is mclud&Lt 
gone to Tok)o The Greater East Asia Nations Con^e"”^ 
mccong Ncaji has refused to attend it as a delegate ^ 

as an Observer \ a position consistent with our stanj tjf 
arc only a Provisional Government and therefore cannot 
the future Free Government of India ^oaimit 
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5ome of these poor people came to me, and not only did tlicy 
guc all ti^r cash they had m dieir pockets, but went fitlier and 
gave me ueir Savings Bank books, which represent their lives’ 
savings Are there not rich men among titc Indians m Malaya 

bank book for the cause of Indian Independence’ ? ^ 

• Indians as a nation behese in the ideal of self sacrifice. 

Muslims have die way of die Faquirs Can there be a greater 
rc^rL:fi:™^^^^ ^ of liberating 

which Malaya is for 10 crorcs of rupees, 

Tndut cLi Wro^tely 10 per cent of the value of 
Indian possessions in Malaya . " 

were TccOTcfL"*'™”" nf?’ 
so a., w 

* Mp^ . October 28, 1943 

the Konai Club 'vorld pressmen at 

He says 

Aaad »„*, thct3°3 4= P„v,.onaI Government oi 

l-f= hat been 

lutionary army Onlv ‘‘S^^isation of a natiorul revo- 

fulfillcd, namely, to ficht dream now remains to be 

/• nght and win our freedom. . . . 


72 



HUKOaiUT-c-AZAD HIND 


The world know5 of course that Nationalist India ha« 
been at war with Britain for a long tunc Nevertheless suicc 
the Provisional Government of Free India has been formed 
for the first tim^ such a declaration has been necessary, in 
order to clarify our attitude cowards Britain and America 

This declaration of war is not a propaganda stunt 
We shall prove by our actions that we mean what we say 
1 for one would never have been a party to such a decision, 
if I had not been confident of putting that decision into 
practice 


November Z, 1943 

Netaji has received a message of felicitations from Irish 
Republicans He was thrilled by it 1 was in office when it 
arrived He read it out to us and then told us how the telegram 
brought back to his mind vividly the many fr;ends that he had 
made in the Emerald Isle of Eire and the sacred places hallow 
ed by deeds of martyrdom chat he had vmted He finally said, 
Our cause also is just Our demand also is for our birth right. 
We coo arc prepared to pay the price We too must thctrlorc 
triumph Freedom for India must come as it came for Eire ' 

Croatia China and Manchukuo have recognised our Provi- 
sional Government 


November 8 1943 

Nctaj; accompamed by h« Staff _P_„ included— has 
gone to Tokyo The Greater Ease Asia Nations Conferenee is 
meeting Neujl has refused to attend it as a delegate He soes 
as an Observer a position consistent with our stand that we 
arc only a Provisional Government and 
the fuire Free Government oTlnd^ " 
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The Conference has atiopted a resolution sponsored by Adi- 
pada Dr. Ba Maw giving full support to India’s struggle for 
independence Dr Chumen Okawa, a noted )ap authority on 
Indian problems, declared that India’s independence is indispen- 
sable to the peace of East Asia , 

The Nippon Government has transferred the Andamans and 
Nicobar Islands to the Provisional Government of Azad Hmd. 
Gen Tojo officially made the declaration in the Conference 
Netaji his given a press interview He says 

' For Indians the return of the Andamans represents the fir*t 
territory to be liberated from British yoke By the accjuisitioil 
of this tecntocy, the Provisional Government has now become a 
national entity in fact as well as m name The liberation of the 
Andamans has a symbolic significance because the Andama iS 
was always used by the British as a prison for political 
prisoners Most of the political prisoners sentenced to penal ser-i 
tude for conspiracies to overthrow the British Government — ^an J 
thc’^c have been hundreds of them, — were locked up in this Islan I 
Like the Bastille in Pans, which was liberated first in die Frem-h 
Revolution, setting free political prisoners, the Andamans whirc 
our patriots suffered much, is the first to be liberated in India's 
fight for independence Part by part, Indian territory will be 
liberated but it is always the first plot of land that holds the most 
significance We have renamed Andannns as ' Shaheed in 
mcmoiy of the martyrs , the Nicobar — Swaraj ' ” 

We stand with heads erect We take no subsidiary position 
to anybody m the East or die West 

The Government of Italy has recognised our Provisional 
Government. 

Dgcemlfer 2, I9d3 

I accompanied Sri T — , Cluitman of Malaya Branch, on a 
tour of fifteen days 
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The League in Malaya has a vety vital part to play in this 
last stage of our struggle Part of our Army has already 
marched north and has been posted in Burma Our Govern 
ment has declared war on Britain and America — and the word 
compromise has been struck off from our dictionary Malaya 
IS tote the rear head quarters trom here must flow t'nc unWoVcii 
stream of volunteers for the Fauj and money to keep our Govern- 
ment and our Army going Since the arrival of Netaji the work 
of the I I L has been placed on a thorough footing Rcorganisa 
tion has been carried into each branch and sub-branch of the I 1 
L Netaji has fixed the, quota of 20 000 volunteers for the Fauj 
from Malaya for the coming year We have begun giving mill 
tary training to every Indian whether lie volunteers for the Fao; 
or not What the Britisher has denied to Indians for a centurv, 
our popular Government has provided free of obligations to every- 
body We must make Indians a martial race and remove the 
stigma which die British have brought upon us Also, 1 suspect, 
we arc getting ready for all eventualities 

Our I I L membership position has improved Netaji 
wants every Indian to be a member At present the position in 
S)onan Johore and Malacca shows membership to be 5d, 66 6c 
60 per cent of the Indian population 

The work of the I I L branches consists of social welfare 
political propaganda recruitment collection of funds, cultural 
work and so on Hindustani classes have grown in number 
since my last visit Th^rc are classes m each settlement of Indians 
There was not one place where I did not find men and women 
struggling to learn the language As the population in the intc 
nor IS mostly Tamil this really represents the nationalise upsur^rc 
among them In Kuala Lumpur, Hindustani lessons arc broadcast. 

This does not mean that wc have no schools for the children 
in Tamil The Ramakrishna Mission docs Hindustani Prachar 
work and helps the I I L in many ways These missionaries of 
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India arc really patriotic, and tHeir devotion to suffering humanity 
easily vies wt^ the best European mission work 

Sti K. — joined >is in Johore and Malacca touts He is a 
powerful speaker He told me that the demand for membership 
badges has become very great The membership is now in the 
neighbourhood of two lakhs and twenty five thousand A new 
“ Workers ’ Badge ”, with light blue border, has been introduced 
for I I. L active workers He told me that some fifteen thousand 
have been already distributed m Malaya alone They are only 
meant for full time, twenty fout hour workets of the League 
Every one who wears it u equal and a brother to every other, 
irrespective of the difference m importance so far as jobs arc con- 
cerned. 

A Ceylon Department of the I f L has also begun work. 

Our daily paper — ” Poorna Swaraj ” — is very popular It 
reaches every corner where Indians can read The Weekly—— 
” Jai Hind — is also popular I remember the meeting in Penang, 
— m ten minutes I sold a hundred copies And I was only one of 
a big batch scllmg the paper. 


December 10, 1943 

Is it not surprising, when one sits back to think of it, 
the harmonious mixture we have of all communities and races in 
our I I L work? There is no communalism at all Muslims, 
Hindus, Christians, Jews, Dogras, — all arc working together 

There is also the wonderful solution of the communal pto- 
Uiwn -we Vr-Ne Wwtgta. -ifcom m nW our camps In our Thansi 
Training Camp, all sit together in one row to car, the vegetarians 
as well as non vegetarians Vegetarian food is first served to 
ciccybody Then the meat or fish dishes arc given to those wno 
seek them Wc all sit mixed up Food snobbery has been 
killed with a heavy hand This was a big problem m the begin- 
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nmg But the I I L educated our masses wtch repeated meeo 
mgs and emphasis on patriotism Our success in this regard is 
an eye opener to people in India, who arc victims of the British 
divide and rule policy Face to face witli the freedom objective, 
communalism will Bnd its death Did not Hindus get invited to 
Muslim mosques and Muslims to Hindu ceremonies in die 1921 
Non Co-opcration and Khilafat days ? Gimmunalism can only 
breed among slaves who have no political objective who have not 
the freedom urge Communalism is die luxury of die idle rich 
who arc enemies of their country 

I have heard ominous rumours Sri K — told me so I have 
no reason to disbelfevc them The Japs arc scared of the great 
strength that the I I L has secured under die leadership of 
Subhas Babu They did not count on Nctaji taking up such a 
pure nationalist attitude regarding Indian Independence They 
are thwarted at each turn by Nctaji as soon as he suspects the 
least move to turn us into puppets And that has its own con- 
sequences The reason iVhy we cannoc have a bigger number 
than 'lO 000 in the Fauj is now explained The Japs refuse to 
allow a bigger number Also the difficulties about procuring 
manufactured material for the day to day necessities of the Fauj 
Soldiers — the Japs excusing damsel ves by saying that their own 
soldiers have to suffer shortages! Bull Nctaji pointed to die 
market stocks They fell back on the excuse of civilian nqcds 
and the nece.ssity of rationing and control for the markets Sn 
K — told me that Nctaji is very vexed over the problem The last 
consignment of blankets we received for the Ram Jhansi Regi- 
ment was bought m the black market • 


Ducember 27, 1943 

Nctaji attended the prizcnlismbution ceremony of the ^vonsn 
Nat.onal ScHmI at 9 Norria Road A amall panfpUa: deinbed 
tlic national bias of tbc school and listed the followme as the 
snbjccts taught , 6 « 



JAI HIND 


HmcJustani , Indian National History , Lives of national 
leaders like Gandhiji, Tilak, Nehrus, C R Das , Indian Geogra- 
phy , Music and National Songs , Nature study , Handwork & 
Drawing % Arithmetic , Hygiene Gardening , Moral training , 
Physical training & games , Soap making Ink making , Electro- 
plating , Water purifying , Repairing a bicycle, gramophone and 
watch Elementary infantry training is included in drill. 

The School IS CO educational, and boys and girls of twelve 
years and above are taken Evening two hour classes cover adults 
for literacy. 

There used to be a small one dollar fee, but now the fee has 
been abolished • . . 

As a revolutionary army, our Fauj lives most frugally. A 
Colonel s pay is Rs 250 j per month a Major gets Rs 185| The 
Fauj supplies food and clothes But wc live like revolutionaries, 
and contribute every pie we can save to the I I L Funds 

Our collections up till the end of this year have reached a 
total of 77 27 9^7 dollars Syonan tops the list in Malaya with 
29 lakhs, 94 thousand t v 

. And this does not include jewellery and silver ware which 
was given as gift That adds another 86 thousand dollars I 
have gathered the figures from Sri M — , our Chief Accounts 
Officer . t 

When Nctaji visited Penang recently, in the public meeting 
he appealed for funds for the Provisional Government A young 
domestic servant m the audience brought out a silver flower vase 
and gave it as gift to Nctaji He said this was the only jewel he 
possessed and it was hallowed by the memory of his dear departed 
mother Nctaji related the facts about the flower vase to the vast 
audience and auaioncd it. He said he would accept no bid less 
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than twenty-five thousand dollars The bids climbed on and on. 
The vase ultimately fetched a lakh and five thousand dollars I 

December 30, 1943 

Nctaji set foot on free Indian soil for tlie first time at the 
Shaheed Islands and hoisted the Tricolour over Port Blair, the 
scene of so much suffering and torture for Indian revolutionaries. 
Jai-Hind ! 


Janttary 4, 1944 

Col. B — visited our Rani Jhansi Regiment Camp and lectured 
to us on military dtsctplinc. 

Cape. L — appealed to the visiting delegates of the League 
to recruit as many educated girls for the Regiment as possible. 

Six fresh recruits have joined our Rani Jhansi Camp today 
from Selangor State ; two from Kuala Lumpur. In Kuala Lum- 
pur a District Relief Camp has been opened and has got more 
than a thousand itL^ates. In the Welfare Centre Hospital Ia>t 
moRtU 441 wete adnvittcti. The medical celief ptoblem is taxi.vg 

our resources considerably Quinmc stocks arc gcttuig 

exhausted as fast as we get them. 

I was reprimanded by Capt. L— for being chaotic in my 
work. She is right. But I have never worked like this before. 
And when I look back — the high-strung convene girl I used to 
be, witli die “ darling ” Princc-of- Wales' picture on my dressing- 
table, with my hysteric intonations and sendinentaf hurts, — I do 
find I have changed out of recognition. 

Yesterday we witnessed a small playlet called “Chalo Ddii.’* 
It was staged by the recruits at Labis. "Bharata Putran" and 
“ Jallianwalla Bagh ” were also put up. They are fine educatii'e, 
propaganda playlets. I was ejuite excited when I heard Gen. Dyer 
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give the order to shoot The aamg was superb I behevc a 
literary revival has occured among our younger writers Those 
who never thought they could write, have written inspiring poems 
and. dramas The cu-cumstances produce the writers , I dare say 
that IS the explanation for it 

The I I L has circumvented the ban on increasmg the size 
of the Fauj beyond ^,000 by appealing to all Indians, including, 
women, to go through a short course of military training at tlic 
camps' Wc have quite a number of them dotting the territories 
of Malaya and Burma, and also Thailand The slogan is Every 
Indian must know how to handle modern arms Wc must regain 
o*’” militancy, every one of us — even the children, so that nobody 
— ^neither the British nor the Jap imperialists — can hope to keep 
us slaves 

'^CHALO DILLI" 

' January 8, 1944 

So here wc arc m Rangoon. Our Advance Headquarters has 
been shifted to Burma in order to be nearer the fighting line 

There is another reason too Netaji and his Staff Officers 
have been suspecting that the Japanese Army authorities arc not 
very anxious to see the Fau) taking immediate offensive from 
Burma But Nctaji has been firm, and hence the move to Ran- 
goon The Japanese idea that their Army shall take Imphal, and 
the Fau) can come and help later, is monstrous The Fau; must 
lead in the battles for entry mto India It is our battle 

General Loganadan has been appointed Chief Commissioner 
of Shaheed Islands by our Provisional Government 

January 26, 1944 

To day wc celebrated Independence Day Nctaji made an 
inspiring speech before an audience which could not be less than 
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sixty thousand. Pcoplc'had walked seven to ten miles to-xcach 
tlic meeting place. . ^ ^ ' 

Tl^crc was an incident which I must record. 

Ac die beginning oE the meeting Nctaji was garlanded. He 
had wound die garland of flowers round his hand as he spoke. 
When he finished his stirring speech enthusiasm was fcver-hcac. 
Then an idea struck him. He asked if anybody was ready to 
buy die garland ; the money he would receive would go to the 
Fauj funds. 

The first bid was one lakh of rupees. In a few minutes, the 
figure swelled. One lakh — one lakh and a half — three lakhs— 
four — four and a quarter. — five — six — seven lakhs ! 
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the fate of the flowers wiU be the fate of this youth tomorrow. 
But he was happy and radianc^ a glow lighted his eyes as he 
walked away with it, 

I have been posted at the Maymyo Military Hospital. Our 
Rani jhansi Regiment has been entrusted with Nursing and Rctl 
Cross work. Vife held a meeting today evening about it. Capt. 
L — ^presided. We have volunteered for active service, not for 
safe nursing behind the front. But ultimately we decided to 
proceed to Maymyo and work there for the time being. We shall 
first obey and then submit our protests. 

I very nearly quarrelled with P — when he nagged me about 
my “ long face 1 am very upset. But I must control myself. 

Pehruary 15, 

We arc settled in the Maymyo Hospital. Our Fauj has gone 
into action, an^ we have received the first contingents of die 
wounded. The Fauj has been successful in its onward march. 
On 4th February the first action began. By today the Fauj has 
made considerable progress 

^ We have submitted a petition to NetajiX 

“Our training has been satisfactory and complete. But we 
arc now denied access to the front-line. We arc reduced to a^ 
corps of nurses. This is un-undcrstandabic. Why arc we being' 
treated thus ? You gave us the name of the valiant Rani of Jhansu 
When you opened our first training camp in Syonan you assured 
us that we could go and fight in die thick of the battle like the 
Rani, that our presence in die armed forces would demoralise our 
enemies and retrieve the Indian soldiers from the Bntbh Army. We 
beg of you to give Immediate orders to send us to the battle-front. . . 

"We have signed this petition with our blood, in order to 
prove to you out dctamiiution to give out lives in the cause of 
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freedom of our Motherland. Test us, Nctajt. You will never 
find us wanting/* 

The petition was signed by two Maharashtrian Brahmin, two 
Bengalee Brahmin, and two Gujarati Bania girls, all from “non* 
piartial “ races, with blood which we all supplied by cutting our 
fingers. 

We expect an early reply. We have faith in our Netaj’i. He 
will not let us down, 

March 2, I9d4 

Hurrah ! We arc off. Orders have been received and two 
companies have been allowed from the Rani Jhansi Regiment to 
proceed to the front. We have been warned that the front line 
conditions are ycry rough, 

I am going, P — . If I do not come back, do not grieve for 
me. I would like you to remarry — with one suggestion : You 
can choose from the active workers of the Rani Jhansi Regiment. 
A painted, lip-stickcd doll will never suit you aJftcr your present 
life. 


Good-bye — good-bye — goodbye to you also, my son in far 
away Punjab 1 


March 22. 1944 


Col. Chattcrji has been appointed Governor of the first Iibc- 
rated zones by our Provisional Government, 


Ugly Have com= to my eara agam. The Japa an: 

behaving scandalously. We have 20.000 of our Faui m Zrn.. 
Only 10,000 are at the front today. Biic intoX f 

5,000 ate acnaally Kghttng. An5 

up mto smaU lots on a dozen sectors hke Tamu, Koh^afraH 


1 


M 
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and Tiddim. Wliy is the Fau) not concentrating all its strcngda 
m one sector, so tluc vve can break through into Assam or Bengal? 
And why should we be scamping our feet idly like this, when 
our men arc so keen on getting mco the battle ? 


21, im 

I have not written anything about my life at the front The 
wound in my hand and head prevented it so far. 'Those were 
hectic days Lee me recapitulate. 

When we reached the front, the conditions of Iivmg were 
very hard indeed We were short of food, short of clothing, 
short of ammunition But we did not cate. 

The front was a huge ]ungle full of small hills and thin valleys. 
The village m which we had our headquarters had never seen 
women warriors, and we became exhibition pieces. As the news 
spread, men and women travelled long distances to see us. News 
spread to die army opposite also, as we learnt from prisoners 
taken from the patrols of the enemy. 

After days of dull stamping of feet at the village, we at last 
got orders to prepare to go into action We had a long match to 
do and we started at three m the mornmg. No lights — it was a 
dark morning — we were told not to make unxiccessaiy noise — ► 
not to shout slo^ns — ^just quickly march on 

After what seemed like endless miles, we at last* reached a 
hill where we were made to take up positions The British Army 
was beyond the no-man*s land, a distance of a mile or so. Thjy 
were not Expecting us here They marched right mto our valley. 
We wondtted when the signal to»fite would be given. The op- 
portumiy seemed to pass. At last the Mder was given 

I suppose we all forgot our sex. We were just automatons. 
We fired, refilled and fired agam, and yet agam, endlessly. And 
tl«n the order — “ Fix Bayonets ” — then, “ Charge ”, 
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I leapt fonvard and began running precipitately down the 
hill. Somebody who >vas running ahead of me fell down. I 
could not stop myself. My foot crushed her outstretched hand. 
Witii the mad shout of Jai-Hmd on my lips 1 continued running 
down hill. It seems our soldiers were on other hillocks all around, 
hidmg m the dense jungle. Loud and long shouts of “Im^^uilab 
Zindabad” and "Azad Hind Zindabad" resounded as uc ran 
ahead. Then I suddenly felt a blow, 1 stumbled, — and fell. I 
must have become unconscious. When I regained consciousness 
1 was being taken to the rear on a stretcher. I grit my teeth not 
to let out a moan. My poor head was reeling wih pam. But 
my pride was greater than the pam. 

I shut my eyes. I thought the stretcher-bearers were rough 
men. They tossed me so violently I After what seemed an age, 

I was placed on die ground. We had reached the field hospital. 
My wounds have now healed. I can walk about. Later I learnt 
that the bayonet charge was not necessary. The enemy had 
surrendered. We had many casualties, but we had won an im» 
portanc viaoiy. We had been actually on the Indo-Burma border, 
and the success of tlic day’s fighting had uken us over into 
India 

I am being sent back to Rangoon from this Maymyo Hos- 
pital. I have orders to join Rangoon Headquarters. 

In the days that have gone by since I last wrote my diary, 
many things have happened. 

On I8ch March the Fauj successfully crossed the border and 
entered India. I am told our soldiers did ‘ Sashcang Namascar ’ 
to Mother India and kissed the soil that day. It was a touching 
scene. They vowed with the sod of Mother Indu m their hands 
that they will not falter in the fight, that they will not rest txU 
India IS free. 
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Otker engagements were also fought. Imphal was surround- 
ed. Moral, Kohima and several villages were taken by the Fauj 
and Jap detachments. Monsoon and the lack of air support were 
the main handicaps. Where has the Jap Air Force disappeared ? 
The Fau^ docs not have a single air-plane ! We have had to 
withdraw from Manipur. Why ? Who was responsible for 
the lack of air support, equipment, food, transport? 1 
hear the Japs are letting us down at die critical moment. But in 
the first battles of the Fauj with British troops, our patriots have 
proved beyond doubt that given a reasonable chance, wc can 
defeat and drive out the Britishers. The courage, the tenacity and 
the fighting spirit exhibited by the civil recruits — mostly clerks 
and businessmen and labourers — once for all explodes sky-high the 
British military theory of martial and non-martial races. Instance 
after instance can be recorded of sublime devotion to duty and 
heroism. Badly clothed, badly fed and short of ammunition, — 
with hardly any air-protection, out Azad Hmd soldiers drove back 
a well-equipped army of die British. I am told our soldiers weec 
irresistible in hand-to-hand fighting. They fought with die te- 
nacity of wild tigers. After all, our emblem of the ‘ Tiger ’ was 
not selected for nothing. The hills of Arakan, Imphal and Palel 
shall ever ring with our slogans. The soil has beep sprinkled 
with our blood. The very air is sanctified by the breath of our 
dying heroes. 


May 26, 1944 

I have heard about an inccrcsring episode in the Imphal front 
battles. 

Indians in the British Army were facing our Fauj soldiers in 
one sector. 

Our Fauj soldiers raised a placard so that the Indian soldiers 
opposite could read on iti “Come over m us and fight for die 
freedom of our country.” . ^ 
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The Indian soldiers replied by a recurn placard “You arc 
slaves of Japan , you have shortage of food, come over to us, and 
you can eat belly-fulls.” * 

Promptly came the reply from out Fauj “ We are no slaves 
of Japan We fight under orders of Suhhas Babu As regards 
food, it-is better to eat grass of freedom than to cat ghee and atu 
of slavery.” 

And our men burst forth mto the Zanda song 
Sar par Tiranga Zanda, jalawa dikha raha hai, 

Kaumi Tirangai Zanda i, concha i raho jahanmai J 
Ho ten safabhandi jyoon chand asman mai, 

Tu man haya hamara, tu san haya haman, 

Tu jit ka nishan ho, tu jin haya haman , 

Har ck basarki lut pur zan haya yai duvayain^ 

Kaumi Tirangi Zanda ham shoblisai oodayam. 

Akash or jamin pur ho tcra bol bala, 

Zook jayai terai hur taj cakhatwalla 

Har komki najarmain tu aman ka nishan ho, 

Ho aisai mussar saya tera jahan ho 

Mustak bai nawabi khoosh hokai ga raha hai, 

Sar pur Tiranga Zanda jalwa dikha raha hai , 

Kaumi Tirangai Zandai oonchai raho jahan mai • 

From across the barrier vociferous clapping was the answer 
I am told the platoon on the British side was immediately with- 
drawn and replaced by a British Company 


June 2, 1944 

I am back in Rangoon P — came to fetch me at the May- 
myo Hospital In the tram, on tlic way back, he told me several 
mtcrcsting tit bits 
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*rhc first was about the Jap Ambassador appointed to pur 
Provisional Government, He arrived in Rangoon and 'sought 
audience of Netaji Quickly cai^a back the answer; 
“Send up )Qur credentials to be checked by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs.” The Ambassador replied “ But my papers have 
been left behmd m Tokyo.” Necaji was firm “ It is not possible 
to grant an mterview without mspecting your credentials.”* 

And the poor Ambassador had to cool his heels tilh the reld^ 
vant papers were received from Tokyo. 

Netaji never permits anybody to transgress the sanctity of 
our Provisional Government. 

P— says that every Japanese Officer bows low when he comes 
m Nctaji’s presence Not only that, but he bows even when he 
passes Netaji’s photograph, as he would do before that of his own 
Emperor. 

P— -related the story of the release of Dr. J — . He had an 
English wife. So the Japs had suspected him of being an English 
spy and had locked him up in tlie Jail All attempts to get him 
released had failed. Finally, a petition went to Netaji. He 
wrote across it “ If he is a spy, the Japanese Government is fully 
entitled to shoot him. But if there are no proofs to that allcgacion, 

I demand that as an Indian subject he should be immediately 
set at liberty.” And Dr. J — ^was released. ’ 


, June 4, 1944 

! am Ui Rangoon again. Sri K — related a scoty of the, bra- 
\eiy of our men whcn.Imphal had been surrounded. 

Paid Aerodrome had been almost reached by the Fauj and 
some Jap dcuchmcnts. It had been decided to storm the 
Aerodrome at night. 


R 
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Our soldiers had run short of rations They had lived on 
roots antf wild fruits from the jungles, along witli a very meagre 
ration of ncc So our Commander approached his Jap counterpart 
and requested that enough to cook one meal be given to tlicni from 
the Jap stocks 

The Jap Commander politely rephed “We ate also short 
of rations Food m plenty lies where we are going tonight 

Our Commander was annoyed He swore tliac he wouiu 
get food for his men at any cose before nightfalf He gathered 
his men and spoke to them Food is only available at the Aero- 
drome in front of us Tlic Japs cannot spare even a handful of 
nee to us I suggest we show these Nippon men that Indians 
can fend out for themselves — can fight* and win even on empty 
stomachs Then vjc shall give them food If you consent, off 
we go now to the Aerodrome ' 

With loud shouts of 'JaiHind* our Fauj soldiers stormed 
the Aerodrome And such was the ferocity of the charge, and 
the unexpectedness of the attack tliat the Aerodrome was taken 
before tlic British soldiers could mobilise their strength 


Thus we secured food as well as reputation for bravery. 


Sn K — was accompanied by tlic young twelve year-old 
daughter of Sn A — She sings so beautifully She has a voice 
with a silken strand in it She sang our marching song ^ 


Kadam kadam badhayc ja, 
Khushi ka git gayai ja , 
Yaha jindagi haya komki. 

To kompai lutayai jj ^ 

Tu Shavrai Hind agai budh, 

, Marnaisai fir bhi tu ne dur , 
Asman tuk oothakai sur, 
Joshai batan budhayai ja I 


Ten himmat badhci rahe, 
Khuda ten sunta rahe , 

Jo samne ten chadc. 

To khakme milage ja 1 

Chalo Ddh pukarkc, 
Komi nishan samal kc , 
Lai Kille gadhke, 

Lahraye ja, lahraye ja I 


89 



JAimKD 


The picture of my recent fighting days arose before my eyes. 
How many precious Indian lives were being offered up for the 
cause of our freedom ! — But we shall not falter, even if the last 
Indian has nothing more than an axe to fight with. 

“Yaha jindagi haya komhi, 

To kompai lutayai ja ! ” 

June 5. im 

Sri R — looked us up at tea-time in the morning. He des- 
cribed to us how in the beginning of April the National Bank of 
Azad Hind came into existence. 

Netaji was discussing finance problems with a Muslim multi- 
millionaire here in Rangoon He suggested to him that wc must 
have our own Bank, because a Government without a bank is un- 
heard of. Again as soon as Imphal falls, our Government would 
be issuing Its own currency, and a bank would be invaluable tlien. 
Nctaji asked our friend the multi-millionaire his suggestions for it. 

Tire reply came m the form of a question : " Netaji, with 
how much capital do you wish to make a beginning ? ” Suhhas 
Bahu suggested that fifty lakhs would suffice for the purpose. 
Prompt was the answer Oh-ho, is that all you want ? Then I 
myself shall give 30 lakhs, and the rest of the twenty laklis I 
guarantee to present to you in a week’s time.” 

And within a fortnight our Bank had taken legal shape and 
opened Its doors to business. Shares totalled 50 lakhs, out of 
which 25 laklis was paid-up-capital. The Bank was registered 
under the Burmese Law of Registration. cheques arc as good 
as the rupee notes in current use. All businessmen accept dicni 
and actually prefer them to Jap currency. 

Public response lias been so good, and our credit so stable, 
that by now three branches have been opened — and tlicrc is a 
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dcmantl for another fi\c. The Dank keeps all die ca^h resources 
of our Government 

P — related how once m the month of Xlay, Nctaji was at 
the Aerodrome, about to fly to S)on3n on urgent business He 
looked very preoccupied. Our leaders who had come to see him 
off did not know what was preying on his mind, A wealthy 
Chcttiar approached Nctaji and asked if it was possible to know 
die cause or his worries Nctaji answered *Tt is a question of 
finance 1 do not dunk )ou in Rangoon can solve my problem 
I require 20 iaklis of rupees, and at once, for our Fauj require- 
ments Our Fauj is in a critical condition and immediate rein- 
forcements luve to be sent.” 

In die meantime the aeroplane wtls ready to fly away, and 
Nctaji got into his scat. For some unknown reason die p!a.ic 
was delated by ten minutes The Chcttiar took the problem to 
die assembled leaders Quick decisions were taken And before 
the plane flew away, Subhas Dabu was given die list of dorors to 
die twenty lakiis he had asked for. — the whole sum having been 
contributed by those present. 

I have put fottK a suggestion that on ^th July, d.c anmver- 
sary of assumption by Nctaji of our leadership, we should -weigh 
him against jewels For diis an appeal should be issued to women 
to give dieir bangles and necklaces and rings. Sn C — says it is 
a good suggestion I am writing to our Women’s Section to 
take It up. 

I wish die doctors would let me stir about and work. Tins 
convalescent period is trying in the extreme. 

Have the Jap forces retreated from Kohuna ? That u what 
the Delhi Radio claims. I muse find out from P — ■. 

The Fauj* IS taking over guard duties wherever Indian settle- 
ments are found in Buraia. We sliall peeuxe Indon lives a.ul 
property against whatever calaau^ may befall us. 
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hne 13, m 

J^rs H — , her two daughters and son, visited me today 
afternoon It seems, during the period 1 have been away, inte- 
resting events have taken place A Balak Sena has been orga- 
nised all over East Asia at Nccaji's suggestion I talked to the 
children and found that the Balak Sena is really working a revo- 
lution with tliem 

Mrs H — related the story of Dr P-— , her neighbour. Dr. 
p — had been arrested and locked up on suspicion by the Japanese 
Army authorities Mrs P — ^was very distracted and did not 
know which way to turn After trying many avenues, Mr H — 
took her to Netaji He listened to her story Then he wrote a 
covering letter to the petition demanding the immediate release 
of Dr P — When Mrs P — took Netaji’s letter to the Jap 
Police Inspector, he growled " His Excellency Mr Brose has no 
tight to interfere in our work.” 

y 

Mrs P — suggested he should consult his superiors He 
did She was sent for there and then by the Police Commandant, i 
and he uttered these very words I apologise for the remarks of 
my Inspector Once His Excellency Mr Bose signs your peti- 
tion, It has as much authority as if it was signed by our own 
Emperor I am passing orders for Dr P — s rdease " 

This IS not a new story Even in Syonan, when Netaji first 
arrived, many Indians were similarly released There were four 
hundred who were languishing in Jail under suspicion of 
being English spies They had been roughly created tortured, 
starved and even matv-handled One of the first things Subhas 
Babu did was to demand the full details of the accusations against 
all Indians He went through them one by one He visited 
some of the prisoners, and sent our leaders to interview the rest 
And finally every one who gave the undertaking chat he would 
support the I I L was released Even about the handful which 
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refused to give the undertaking, Nctaji saw to it that torture 
would never be used against them. 


June 20, im 

^ American super-iortresscs are said to inavc tomijcd tJne )ap 
mainland, but the damage is reported to be negligible. 

My suggestion with regard to weighing our Nctaji against 
Jewels on the 4th of July has been approved. Women arc send- 
ing in their precious jewellery, — a Madrasec lady has given away 
all her ornaments. I am sending my car-rings, and necklaces. Out 
of the bangles, I am keeping back only two pairs. 

Sri M — tells me that our I. I. L. Fund has reached the figure 
of one CTOtc, thirty-three and a half lakhs of rupees. In the month 
of May Itself nearly fourteen lakhs were collected. These arc 
figures for Malaya only. 

Branches and sub-branches of the I. I. L. arc now seventy 
in Malaya. , 

I visited the Headquarters today. Would you believe it — 
there arc full nineteen departments functioning for the Provi- 
sional Government. I counted them. The chief arc : Supply, 
Finance, Audit, Recruiting and Training, Press-Publicity-Propa- 
ganda, Women, Education, Public Health and Social Welfare, 
and Reconstruction. The Rear Headquarters at Syonan dupli- 
cates the same departments for Malaya, Sumatra, Java and Borneo. 

I learnt that th? number of branches and sub-branches in 
Burma has surpassed those in Malaya. Here they have reached 
the figure of one hundred. In Thailand there are tvventy-four, 
and there are separate ones in Sumatra, Java, Borneo and so on. 
The training camps for the Fauj have also increased. Now there 
are four irr Malaya, able to train seven thousand at a time ; four 
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in Burma with a capacity for three thousand and one m Thailand 
training a thousand These arp (or the rank and Rlc For officers 
there arc two —one in Syonan and one here m Rangoon Nearly 
2 OQO officers have been trained so far 

For training the civil service there arc now t>vo centres under 
the Reconstruction Department — in Syonan and here These arc 
the men who will become representatives of the Provisional 
Government in the liberated areas 

Malaya has really been the backbone of our movement We 
have given no less dian 20 000 civilians for the Fauj And 
money and supplier out total is still higher than that of Burma 
Thailand or any other part of East Asia 

So far as our relief work is concerned a big scheme has been 
successfully tackled in Malaya Nearly 2 000 acres of virgin 
jungle was cleared and allotted to our settlers for planting It is 
soil which will give very good returns Our Malaya Branch has 
supplied the seeders with die necessary implements seeds fact 
hues to build houses and some advance in money so that they 
can begin a new life This has relieved the pressure on our Relief 
Centres 

I walked into the Education Department today There I 
met Sn A — He told me that we have no less than sixty five 
schools m Burma alone National Scliools have now been running 
successfully in every territory Malaya has about fifty The 
most wonderful feat is 'the teaching of Hindustani to children as 
well as adults He said that the estimate of the Educaion Depart 
ment IS that now Hindustani has reached every Indian home not 
the bazar Hindustani but Hindustani which is learnt at the feet 
of an ustad And we must not forget that a large proportion of 
f' ir population is Tamil — from the labouring classes Good work 
— fine work — real nation building wotit. 
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Our Fauj Officers arc helping the Burmans with militaty 
training in their Camps We arc giving all the help we can — 
even sharing our meagre food rations and equipment The Japs 
have less thought for Butmans than for Indians, which is not 
saymg much these days 


June 21, 1944 

Met Col A — today He had great praise for the methods 
adopted to eliminate communalism from the ranks of the Fauj 
The separate messes for Punjabces, and Madrasis and so forth, 
have been totally eliminated The recruits sit together m a row 
to eat One plate is provided to each recruit The vegetarian 
dish IS served first Those who eat meat get it when the servers 
come a second time They all sic mixed up Besides the atmos- 
phere in the Fauj is excellent He for one, would love to conse- 
crate his life to an army like the Fauj It is a puritan army It 
has no indulgence in slime and filthy sex talk, so usual in other 
armies Here arc soldiers who have dedicated themselves to high 
principles That keeps them buoyed up They arc bound to be 
different from merccncnes, who only think of money and a wild 
life You could not find a drunkard in the Fauj He would 
soon find himself ostracised and thrown out Here is democratic 
functioning where brothers m a common cause obey discipline 
because it is necessary for an organisation, not because it panders 
to pride and snobbishness of the officers 

I visited the Headquarters in the morning I walked into the 

Health and Social^^elfare Department. I met Dr Miss J 

She cxpJs/ned to me with grest emphasis that the social welfare 
work undertaken by the I I L was as important as its political 
work She said that if the I I L closed this department we 
would soon find that distress and disease would considerably maim 
our population ^ and prevent it from giving support to our political 
programme ‘We have sent hundreds of doctors and opened 
repeated relief centres m the deepest jungles of Malaya and Burma 


95 



m ump 


"Wc fli 5 tributc medicine Ercc as wel! -as arrange £or free kitchens as 
soon as the need anscs Quinine in thousands of pounds has bear 
discribuced by us Our one Kuala Lumpur Relief Camp deals 
with a daily average of a thousand men women and children and 
has a monthly budget of seventy five thousand dollars Wc have 
a good number of free dispensaries dotting the* whole of Burnia 
and Malaya apart from tlie Hospitals ana Rest Centres we run 
Our Kelcwa Health Centre has rendered service to thousands In 
Thailand we have a fully equipped first rate hospital — -free for 
Indians The Maymyo Hospital has won praise from the Japs 
and the Burmese too We were short of medicines and medical 
appliances, but wc had achieved great success all the same 

/«/y 1. 1944 

Sri K — came for dmner today He is our Auditor General 

I sat with cay guest and heard Kim explain to a Burmese 
friend how our finances are managed He explained that volun 
tary gifts and auctions in public meetings of garlands etc were 
good sources of income But they could not suffice for all our 
expenditure The need was for a total of at least 15 crorcs of 
rupees and the Provisional Government had therefore laid a tax 
on Indians ' This tax was collected on the basis of income or 
profits made in the year The procedure was this First a com 
mittee of prominent businessmen was formed to estimate the 
capital of every Indian Then the Government decided that a 
certam percentage of that property — ten per cent — should be paid 
in as tax The Committee decided m how many instalments 
that share was to be remitted to the Government The National 
Bank of Azad Hmd received payments on behalf of the Govern 
* me It. 

This tax was collected only from Indians Instances occurred 
of tax dodgers claiming to be Burman subjects There were 
other who brought up excuses and prcvancatrons The focmec 
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ir training has been satisfactory and complete 


I OF JIIANhl REGIiVII 

are denied access to the front 1 ne We are redi 
corps of nurses This is un understandable 
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When ycu opened cur first training camp, you assured us that 
could fight in the thick of the battle like the Rani . 


RANI OF JHANSl REGIMENT 

‘We have signed this petition with cur blocd. to prove that wi 
determined to give our lives in the cause of Indian freedom 
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Were lee off with the provho that the Azad Hind Govcmracnc 
would refuse to give tlicm protection in the future ; tlic latter 
were allowed to go in appeal, and at the end of a long rope, finally 
forced to pay. 

Burma had been estimated to produce eight crorcj of rupcer, 
out of which, up to date, some three and a half crorcs in cash 
and forty laklis wortli of goods had been remitted. 

“ In spite of tightened belts round empty stomachs, we have 
refused to borrow loans from the Jap or any other Government. 
We know one thing ; if we take loans today, we are jeopardising 
tlic economic freedom of our country tomorrow, 'rhercforc, even 
from our friends, we do not take loans — we refuse to borrow 
money. All our finances arc based on the cardinal rule : Indians 
stand on their own legs ; tlicy refuse stiles lent by others. This 
has gnen us a lot of independence in our dealings with the Japs. 
Also it has presented our worst enemies from pointing a finger 
at the smallest item in our programme to say that we have bartered 
the future of our country. 

“That is also the reason why we have no Japanese trainers 
in our Camps, or Jap or German experts on our Staff, or Jap 
officers to lead our soldiers in battle. Our Fau; is Indian from 
top to toe.” 


July i 1944 

Subhas Babu arrived from the front on tlic 2nd He has 
been touring the whole front for the last two month, and has 
personally insprcd the soldiers of the FauJ. 

-'..S: .‘JSip'S.'-Ej-a ^ “If 



stood united behind Subhas Babu on the 4th of July last year and 
swore that “ Freedom or Death “ shall be their slogan. 

The Jubilee Hall was packed to capacity once again today. 
Loud speakers were also installed outside on the road. The whole 
scene looked paved with human heads instead of cobble-stones. 
The road outside, the steps, the hall and its lobbies, every nook 
and corner was packed with struggling humanity. 

” Our achievements during the last twelve months can now 
be summed up i 

1. We have been able to mobilise men, money and mate- 
rials in accordance with the programme of “ Total 
Mobilisation." 

2. We have trained our Army for a mod^ war and have 
expanded it considerably. 

3. We have organised a women’s section in our Army called 
the Rani of Jhansi Regiment. 

4. We have set up our own Government, the Aral Huku- 
mat-e-Azad Hind, and have obtained recognition from 
nine friendly Powers. 

5. We have acquired our first Free Tcrritoiy in the Anda- 
mans and Nicobar Islands. 

I 

6. Wc pushed forward our Headquarters to Burma, and 
in February 1944 wc launched our War of Independence. 
On the 21 sc March we were able to proclaim to the world 
that our troops were already in India. 

7. Wc have considerably expanded the work of our Press- 
Propaganda-Puhlicity Department, 
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We have set up a new organisation callct! the Azad Hind 
Dal to take over the task of administration and recon- 
struction in Free India 

9 We have set up a Bank of our own in Burma — the 
National Bank of Azad Hmd Ltd We have placed 
orders for our own currency tq circulate m Free India 

10 We have been able to give a good account of ourselves 
m every sector of the fighting front and our troops have 
been pushing on inside India, slowly hut steadily, in 
spite of all difficulties and hardships 

There was a time when people had some doubt as to whe- 
ther the Indian National Army would go into action and whether, 
if It went into action it would really defeat the enemy troops 
That test we have passed and naturally it has given us unbounded 
confidence m ourselves 

* Since the fighting began on the soil of India, this war has 
become our own war, and the feeling that the war has become 
our own war has brought a new inspirattort not only to our troops 
who are actually fighting but also to those who are behmd the 
Imes 


Uptil now, I have not received any complaint from our 
troops regarding the hardships that they ace suffering There has 
been only one complaint from the men and that is when there 
has been delay m sending them forward For example, I recently 
visited an hospital where there were men who have cither been 
wounded or striken with malaria or some other disease All these 
uoaps oepressed the,r d«ir= to b= «nt bnck to the font a, soon 
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1 can say tViat ilnis {ct\mg c.5 \intcmi\tJctl op^Usn pscvaiU among 
all Indians in Hose Asia 

“There is still another reason which strengthens our optim- 
ism, and that is the situation inside India. As you arc well 
aware, so Jar there has been no compromise bctivccn the Congress 
Party on the one side and the British Government on the other. 
When Mahatma Gandhi was suddenly released some time ago, 
many people were speculating as to whether the release was purely 
on grounds of ill-hcalch or it was a prelude to a compromise. Now 
it is quite clear that the sudden release of Mahatma Gandhi was 
ordered purely on medical grounds and that there is no political 
motive involved. As long as there is no compromise between 
Mahatma Gandhi and the British Government, we have no reason 

to feel anxious Our cask-will be made much easier if there 

IS no compromise inside India between the Congress and the 
British Government So far there is absolutely no sign of com- 
promise, and what is exceedingly encouraging to us is that die 
statements Mahatma Gandhi has made uptii now all point in one 
direction, and that is that he sees no reason to alter the attitude 
he took up about two years ago vyhen he sponsored the “Quit 
India" resolution 

“ Therefore, I come to the conclusion chat the situation inside 
India remains exceedingly favourable to us. One can easily under- 
stand that so long as the Congress docs not compromise and docs 
not surrender to the British Government, the general attitude of 
the people will remain and-Brltish. As our operations advance, 
people wiU soon realise that there is no other way -of achieving 
freedom than fighting for it, and th<y will decide to participate 
in the war and to give us all assistance to conduct our war.” 

People had listened to the speech of Nctaji spcIUbound. It 
took nearly an hour and a half for the crowd to disperse after the 
meeting was over. Such enthusiasm 1 
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July 5, 1944 

Today was the second day of the Nctaji Week. The Fauj 
soldiets iti Rangoon, held a parade with Subhas Babu taking the 
salute It was an imposing spectacle. The turn-out of our Regi- 
ment was perfect^ and Subhas Babu paid us a hig,h complimcac. 

Netaji spoke to the Fauj soldiers 

" The formation, of the Azad Hind Fauj has been a source of 
extreme worry and anxiety to our enemies They tried to ignore 
Its existence for a time, but when the news could no longer be 
suppressed, their organ — the anti-India Radio at Delhi — ^started 
propaganda to the effect that Indian prisoners-of-war, under 
Japanese control, had been coerced into joirting the army This 
propaganda could not, however, endure long, because the news 
began to infiltrate into India that large numbers of Indian civi- 
lians from all parts of East Asia were pining the Azad Hind Fauj 
The experts of the ann India Radio had therefore to alter their 
tactics They then started fresh propaganda to the effect that 
Indian prisoners of war had refused to pm the Azad Hind Fauj 
and that, thereupon, Indian civilians were being forced into join- 
ing that army. It did not probably strike the wise aaes at Delhi 
that if It was impossible to coerce prisoners-of war into joining 
the army, it was even more impossible to coerce free civilians 
mto becoming soldiers 

" Anybody who has a grain of common sense will realize that 
though a mercenary army can be organized by coercion a Volun- 
teer Army can never be so organized You can perhaps force a 
man to AionWer a but you can never force bun to give bis 
life for a cause which is not his own 

” At an early stage our enemies used to say tliat the Azad 
Hind Fauj was no army — tliat it was a mere propaganda stunt — 
and chat it would never fight. Later on, the anti India Radio it 
Delhi began to shout that the Azad Hmd Fauj had not crossed 
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tlic {rentier of Inclu Now that frontier lia5 been crossed and die 
batdc for India a freedom is being lugcd on Indian soil, enemy 
propagandists base taken recourse to a last desperate trick They 
arc now iiwcnting fictitious dates supposed to base been 
given out by us for our entry into Delhi and arc abusing us for 
not teaching our destination according to schedule 

I have already told }ou that tlic Azad Hind Fau; is com- 
posed botli of ex Army men as well as of ex-civilians I may 
inform you further diac ic is composed not only of men but also 
of women 

Friends, die A^ad Hind Fau| is an army which is not only 
composed of Indians but it has also been trained by Indians That 
army is to-day fighting under Indian OlHccrs 

Tlic Azad Hmd Fau; is the military organ of the Provi- 
sional Government of Arad Hind The Provisional Gavernment 
and ICS Army are die servants of die Indian nation 
Their cask is to fight and liberate India When chat 
liberation is achieved it wdl be for the Indian people to decetmme 
the form of Government that they desire The Provisional Govern 
menc wdl then make room for a permanent Government in Free 
India which wiH be set up in accordance with the will of the 
Indian people For that glorious day we arc now coding sweating 
and fighting , 

Shouts of Jai Hind rose from thousands of throats , the soldiers 
lifted dtcir rifles and placed them high on dieir shoulders and 
gave resounding slogans of Chalo-Dilh and Jai Hmd 

Then Nctaji referred to tlic brave exploits of our heroes in 
the Arakan fight and decorated Major M — witli the medal 
Sardar-c Jang for efficient leadership of die Fauj on the Arakan 
front. He also decorated Lieuc P — with Vir-e-Hmd ’ for high 
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standard oE pauiousm, courage and dcNotion to ’duty on 5iK 
Fcbniary. 


/«/y 6. 19+1 

Nctaji addressed Gandhiji on the radio ttnlay. 

He spoke as if he -ttould speak to his father, straight from 
the heart, without hiding a ssord of his Joys and sorro'bvs, svichout 
hushing a single discordant note. 

My. short-hand came \ciy handy. I should like my son to 
read this speech when he grows up. It will tell him in one 
breath what I lusc been struggling to record m page after page 
of this diary. 

‘'Mahaonajt, 

"After the sad demise of Srimati Kasturba in British 
custody, it was but natural for your cQuntxy*mcn to be alarmed 

over the state of your health For Indians outside India, 

differences in method arc like domestic differences. Ever 
since you sponsored the Independence Resolution at the 
Lahore Congress in December 1929, all members of the 
Indian National Congress have had one common goal before 
them. For Indians outside India, you arc the creator of the 

present awakening in our country IT-e high esteem 

in which you arc held by patriotic Indians outside India and 
by foreign friends of India's freedom, was increased a 
hundred-fold when yovt bravely sponwircd the "Quit India’* 
Resolution in August 1942. 

" It would be a fatal mistake on our part to make a dis- 
tincrion bccwccn the British Government and thx British 
people. No doubt there is a small group of idealists in Briaia 
— as in the LI.S.A. — who would hke to see Indii free. These 
idcalLso, who arc treated by their owm people as cranks, form 
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i cucroscopic minonty So far as India is concerned, for all 
pramol purposes, the British Government and the Bncish 
people mean one and the same thing Regarding the wnr 
aimc o£ the U S A , I may say that the cuhng chi^uc at 
Washmgton is now* dreaming of wo-ld dominauon This 
ruling clique and its intellectual exponents, calk openly of 
the ‘Amencan Ccntuiy In this ruling clique, ^ere are 
extremists who go so as to call Britain the ^ch State of 

the as A, 

'I can assure jou, Mahatmaji, that before I finally 
decided to set out on this hazardous mission, I spent dajs, 
weeks and months m carefully considering the pros and cons 
of the case. After having sen ed my people so long to the 
best of my ability, I could have no desire to be a rraicor, or 
to give anyone a justification for calling me a traitor 
Thanks to the gcnerosi^ and to the affection of my country- 
men, I had obtamed the highest honour which it was possible 
for any public worker m India to achieve, I had also built 
Up a party consisting of staunch and loyal colleagues who had 
implicit confidence m me By going abroad on a perilous 
quest, I was risking not only my life and my whole future 
career, but what was more, the future of my party If I 
tlie slightest hope that without aaion from abroad we could 
win freedom, I would never have left Indu during a crisis 
If I had any hope that withm our lifetime wc could get 
another chance — another golden opportunity — for wmnin^v 
freedom as during the present war, I doubt if I would have 
set out from home. 

‘There remams but one question for me to answer with 
regard to the Axis powers Can it be possible that I have 
been deceived by them ? I believe it will ^ universally admit- 
ted that the cleverest and the most cunning politicians arc to 
be founj amongst Bmuhers One who has worked with and 
(ought British poUticuns all his life, cannot be deceived by 
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any other politicians m die world If British politicians have 
failed to coax or coerce me no odier politician can succeed in 
doing so And if the British Government at whose lian Is 
I have suffered long imprisonment persecution and physical 
assault has been unable to demoralize me no other power 
can hope to do so I have never done anydiing which 

could compromise m the least either the honour or the self- 
respect or the interests of ray country 


There was a time when Japan was an ally of our enemy 
I did not come to Japan so long as there was an Anglo- 
Japanese Alliance I did not come to Japan so long as normal 
diplomatic relations obtained between the two countries It 
was only after Japan took wiiat I considered to be the most 
momentous step in her history namely dcdaration of war 
on Britain and America that I decided to vyit Japan of my 
own free will Like w many of my countrymen niv 
sympathies in 1937 and 1SG8 were with Chungking You 
may remember that as President of the Congress I was r 
ponsible for sending out a medical mission to Chungkin/m 
December 1938 ° o ‘ 

Mahatmaji you know better than anybody else 
deeply suspicious the Indian people are of mrr 
I would be the last man to be influenced by Ja 
dcclarauons of policy had been mere promises^ if ber 

Mahatmap I should now like to say s 
the Provisional Government that we have s about 

Provisional Government has as its one oh 
tion of India from British yoke through hbcia 

Once our enemies are expelled from In/” strugg/-. 

order is established the mission of thr P«cc 

ment will be over . The only rc^vard Govem. 

our efforts for our suffering and for „ <^csifc far 
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freedom of our Motherland. There arc many among us 
■who would Ukc to retke from the political Held, once India 
is free j 

“Nobody would be more happy than ourselves, if By 
any chance our countrymen at home should succeed in libe- 
rating themselves through their own efforts, or if by any 
chance, the British Government accepts your ‘Quit India’ 
resolution and gives effect to it. We are, however, proceed- 
ing on the assumption that neither of the above is possible 

and that an armed struggle is inevitable India’s last war 

of independence has begun. Troops of the Azad Hind Fauj 
arc now fighting bravely on the sod of India and in spite of 
all difficulty and hardship, thc)r arc pushing forward slowly 
but steadily. This armed struggle will go on, until the last 
Britisher is thrown out of India and until our Tri-Colour 
National Flag proudly floats over the Viceroy’s house in 
New Delhi. ^ 

“ Father of our nation ! In thy holy war for India’s 
hberation, we ask for your blessings and good wishes.” 

' fufy 9. I9d4 

Today, in front of thousands of spectators, Nctaji announced 
the great sacrifice of Sri H — , a Muslim mulci-millionairc. He 
has presented his jewellery, estates and properties worth about a 
crorc of rupees to the 1. I, L. for the freedom struggle. Nctaji 
awarded him the medal of Scvak-c-Huid. He is the first to 
receive it. 

P~“toId me that reports from India arc very promising. But 
our Staff Officers arc expecting a long and hard struggle before 
the British quit India. The British are bound to fight desperately 
la their last effort to save the empire. Minus India, Britain 
would become a third-rate power. They know it. 
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Subhai Babu talks in impired Jdngoagc when be calks about 
victory. His faith is really \ery deep. I tremble at die thought J 
If something were to go wrong wjth our plans, would he be 
broken — too sorely affected ? He has put all his eggs m this 
one basket . Azadi. All of us in East Asia arc doing Jt, God 
will protect us. 


July 10, 

Subhas Babu delivered a thundering oration at the public 
rally. The audience was nearly thury thousand. He oudmed 
the strategy of our Movement in tlie following terms . 

“ We know diat so long as the British Army in India 
IS not attacked from outside, it will be able to suppress the 
revolutionary movement in the country. The Azad Hind 
Fauj has, therefore, set up die ‘ Second Front ’ m India s war 
of emancipation When we advance further mco India and 
the Indian people see with their own eyes, the British forces 
falling back, they will get the confidence that Britain’s down- 
fall IS at hand. Then only will they risk their necks and 
come and join hands with our advancing forces to liberate 
the country Together we shall then pursue the British and 
expel them from the sod of India 

“ Friends ! Only a fool would minimise the strength 
of the enemy. We have seen heterogenous armies of our 
enemies in the Arakans, in the KaJadan and Haka sectors, in 
die Tiddim area and in Manipur and Assam. As we anti- 
cipated Jong ago, their rations and equipment arc superior ro 
ours, because they have been looting India m order to fight 
us. We have, neverdieless, beaten them evetywhere. Kc- 
volutionary armies everywhere m the world have to fight 
under conditions similar to ours but they, nevctthclcij 
triumph at the end Their strength docs not come from beer 
^ and rum, tinned-pork and bully-bec£ — but from ^ich and 
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freedom of our Modicrland. There are many among us 
•who would like CO retire from tlic political held, once India 
is free.. j 

"Nobody would be more happy than ourselves, if by 
any chance our countrymen at home should succeed in libe- 
rating themselves through their own efforts, or if by any 
dunce, the British Government accepts your ‘Quit India’ 
resolution and gives effect to it. We ace, hosvevcr, proceed- 
ing on the assumption chat- neither of the above is possible 

and that an armed struggle is inevitable India’s last war 

of independence has begun. Troops of the Azad Hind Fau/ 
ate now fighting bravely on the sod of India and in spite of 
all difficulty and hardship, they ace pushing forward slowly 
but steadily. This armed struggle will go on, until the last 
Britisher is thrown out of India and until our Tri-Colour 
National Flag proudly floats over the Viceroy’s house in 
New Delhi. ^ 

“ Father of our nation • In thy holy war for India's 
liberation, wc ask for your blessings and good wishes." 

Uly 9 , 1944 

Today, in front of thousands of spectators, Ncuji announced 
the great sacrifice of Sri H — , a Muslim multi-millionaire. He 
has presented his jewellery, estates and properties uorth about a 
crorc of rupees to the I. 1. L. for the freedom struggle. Nctaji 
awarded him the medal of Scvak-c-Hind. He is the first to 
receive it. 

P — told me that reports from India arc very promising. But 
our Staff Officers are expecting a long and hard struggle before 
the British quit India. The British arc bound to fight desperately 
in their last effort to save the cnmirc. Minus India, Britain 
Aould become a third-rate power. They know it. 
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SubKas Babu talks in inspired linguage when he talb about 
victory. His faith is really very deep. I tremble at die ' 

l£ something were to go wrong witlr our P .l 

broken-too sorely affected? He has put all h^ eggs in ^i^ 

L basket. Azadi. All of us in East Asia arc doing it. God 
will pCQtCCC US. 

July to. 19d4 

Subhas Babu debveted a chundemg on«on “ P“^‘“ 

tally. The audience was nearly tlui^ thousand. He outlined 
the strategy of our Movement m the following terms . 

We know that so long as the British Army in Inda 
rs not attacked from outside, it will be abl^o 
revolutionary movement m tlie coun^. The Hind 

Fauj has, therefore, set up tlie Second Front m 
of emancipation When we advance further mto India and 
the Indian people see with their own eyes, the British forces 
fallmg back! tliey will get the confidence that Btiain s down- 
fall I at hand. Then only will they risk the, r necks and 
come and join hands with our advanemg forces to hUtatc 
rhe country Together we shall then pursue the British and 
expel them from the sod of India 

“Friends! Only a fool would minimise the strength 
of the enemy. Wc have seen heterogenous armies of our 
enemies in the Arakans, in the Kaladan and Haka sectors, in 
die Tiddim area and m Manipur and Assam. As we anti- 
cipated long ago, their rations and equipment arc superior to 
ours because they have been looting India m order to fight 
us ’Wc have, nevertheless, beaten them cvciywherc. Re- 
volutionary armies everywhere in the world have to fight 
nnder conditions similar to outs but they, nc\crthdc>3, 
triumph at the end Their strength docs not come beer 
and mm, tinned pork and buUy-bccf— but from faith and 
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sacnBce» heroism and fortitude The Azad Hind Fau) — unlike 
the British Army in India — has been trained to fight under 
conditions of extreme difficult and hardship, and it will never 
let down the 388 millions or Indians for whose liberation 
is now fighting “ 


July 11. 19^ 

A ceremonial parade of the Fau; was held today at the tomb 
of Bahadur Shah, the last Emperor of Delhi 

Netaji discussed the 1857 struggle for independence, made a 
masterly analysis of the causes of its failure, compared it with our 
struggle today, and then gave the supreme call for immolation on 
the alter of freedom 

‘ As I study the events of 1857 and chink of the atrocities 
perpetrated by the British after the revolution collapsed — 
my blood begins to boil If wc are men, we will certainly 
sec to It chat the heroes of 1857 and after, who suffered so 
much from British terror and brutality, are properly avenged 
India demands revenge The British who spilt the blood of 
innocent freedom loving Indians and tortured them m an in 
human manner — not only during the war, but after it was 
over — ^must pay for their crimes \Vc Indians do not hate 
the enemy enough If you want your countrymen to rise to 
heights of superhuman courage and heroism you must teach 
them not only to love their country but aUo to hate the 
* enemy 

' Therefore, I call for blood It is only the blood of the 
enemy that can avenge his crimes of the past But we can 
take blood only if wc are prepared to give blood Conse- 
quently, our programme for the future is to give blood Tiie 
blood of our heroes in this war will wash away our sms of 
die past. The blood of out heroes wdl be the price of our 
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liberty. The blood of our heroes — their heroism and their 
bravery — will secure for the Indian people die revenge diac 
* they demand of cheu: British tyrants and oppressors.” 

hly 12. 19d4 

Subhas Babu gave a talk to our Women s Section about 
tactics adopted by enemy propaganda. It was extremely 
mstructive. 


“The methods of British propaganda during the last 
war, have been recorded in black and white by Englishmen 
themselves. One has only to read such books as ‘Secrets 
of Crews House ” and “ Wartime Falsehoods ” by Ponsonby, 
to realise what British propagandists are capable of. It was 
an English General, Brigadier Chartens who started the 
rumour in the last war that the Germans were extracting fat 
from the bodies of dead soldiers. He knew that it was a deli- 
berate falsehood, and after the war, he confessed that he had 
not hoped that his propaganda would strike roots. But the 
unsophisticated section of the world public thought that a 
British General could not he, and the trick therefore worked 

“A leopard cannot change its spots. The liar cannot 
stop lying even if he knows that he is no longer trusted. 
He hopes against hope that there arc sail enough fools in 
this world who could be taken in. Consequently, I am not 
surprised that tlie British arc contmumg their game of lym*’- 
and bluffing 

“For a fairly long tunc, enemy propagandists put out 
a story that the Azad Hind Fauj was a puppet army which 
has been forced to fight Japan’s war But they ultimately 
realised that the trick was not working Everybody wi 
naturally asking as to how a puppet army could fight so 
bravely and so stubbornly. The tactics have now been alceredjj 
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and the wotld U being told that the Azad Hind Fauj is a 
ragged army with poor rations and poor equipment, r . . . . . ' 

“Revolutionary armies all over the world — ^whethcr in 
Ireland or Italy or Russia or elsewhere- — have to fight under 
similar conditions. Everywhere tlrey have won at tlic end. 
So also shall we. But we shall first have to pay for our liberty 
with our blood. 

“ A new stunt Is that Islam is persecuted here, diat wc 
arc anti-Muslims. You know what falsehood that is. Wc 
have Muslims in the Provisional Government, in the I. I. L. 
& in the Fauj. Muslim Officers m our Fauj are not nobodics. 
They arc sons of distinguished families who took their cdu- 
cation m the Military Academy at Dehra Dun. No, their 
lies cannot affect us. Nor will the world believe them,” 

/ ^August I, 1944 

Wc observed Tilak Jayanti today. Instructions have been 
sent by the I. I. L. Headquarters to every branch to celebrate the 
function by patriotic meetings and mass oatlis of allegiance. 

In the evening we had Saha-Bhojana of all workers of the 
I. I. L. at the Headquarters. Somebody asked Subhas Babu to 
explain how the conllicc between his plan for freedom and that 
of Mahatmaji would be resolved. Subhas Babu replied : “ Wc, 
in Ease Asia, have chalked out a concrete plan Cor winning liberty 
for India. Whether tliac plan is good or bad, so long as no altcc- 
natne plan is forthcoming, our plan is bound to hold the field. 
TIic only other altcmatnc plan that has been mooted is that of 
Maliacma Gandhiji, embodied in the Quit India Resolution of 
the Congress. If that plan succeeds, our plan and our activities 
would become superfluous and redundant. None would be 
luppicr than myself in that event. 
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“But unfortunatdy G^^dhij.’t pb„ h« been rejected >nj 
has failed. Now all hopes for Indian Independence rest cntirelv 
on the fulfilment of our plan. Gandhiji’s plan is a shortc ^ 
than ours. Bur .t ts disapproved by the British. Now to fuffl 
even Gandhijis plan, the success of our plan is absolutely i 
to force the hands of the British, The only way the Brit 
undo our plan fructifying is by making peace with ^ 

Je C>ngrL on theU of L Qu.f fndia 
British quit India, I shall plead with you to duband th c 
unmcdiatcly.” ^ 

Have the Japs evacuated Imphal and Myitkina 
ginning of the end ? . ^ *~-icc tf, 

EBBING TIDE 

jq^ 

Nctajt spoke to the chief workers at the 1 . 1 , L. rj ' ^ 
when all departmental heads as well as mmistcrs aorl^j 
present. ^ 

He reported on the war situation. He said ' 

" We started operations too late. The 


advantageous to us Our roads were 
traffic had to be agaimt cuirenc. l 

had first-class roads Our only chan« ^ ^ ti- “ ^ 
before tlie ram started , and we svould hT^ ^ ^ 
had more air suDoort and if rhi-... c^.. i 


: support and if their forces m P 
special orders to make a stand to the L ^ ^ kji 

started m January we would has-c succ^j^ 
till the rams began, we either held the ^ 

In the Arakan Scrtor the enemy was 
Scaor, we routed the enemy and adi«„ . 
adv^anced In Paid and Kohima aim la 

T T 1 _ I ,1 1 -t . . We aJL 


Haka Sector we hdd them. And 
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and the world Is being told that the Azad Hind Fau) is a 
tagged army with poor rations and poor erjuipmcnt. r . . . . . 

" Revolutionary armies all over the world — ^whether in 
Ireland or Italy or Russia or elsewhere — have to fight under 
similar conditions. Everywhere they have won at die end. 
So also shall we. But we shall first have to pay for our liberty 
with our blood. 

"A new stunt is that Islam is persecuted here, that wc 
arc anti-Muslims. You know what falsehood that is. Wc 
have Muslims in the Provisional Government, in the I. I. L. 
6t in the Fau}. Muslim Officers in our Fau) arc not nobodies. 
They are sons of distinguished families who took their cdu- 
cation in the Military Academy at Dehra Dun. No, their 
lies cannot affect us. Nor will the world believe them.” 

^August i, 19d4 

Wc observed Tilak Jayanti today. Instructions have been 
sent by the I. I. L. Headquarters to every branch to celebrate the 
function by patriotic meetings and mass oaths of allegiance. 

In the evening we had Saha-Bhojana of all workers of the 
I. I. L. at the Headquarters. Somebody asked Subhas Babu to 
explain how tlic conflict betv^een bis plan for freedom, and that 
of Mabatmaji would be resolved. Subbas Babu replied: “Wc, 
in East Asia, have chalked out a concrete plan for winning liberty 
for India. Whether that plan is good or bad, so long as no altcr- 
■naufvt ts ^unkituTifnig, nor ^cen 'a, VioTii to f!nc hdiA. 
The only other alternative plan that has been mooted is that of 
Mahatma Gandhip, embodied in the Quit India Resolution of 
die Congress. If that plan succeeds, our plan and our activities 
would become superfluous and redundant. None would be 
iiappicr dun myself in due event. 


110 



CHALO DILLI 


“But unfortunately Gandhiji’s plan has been rtjeaed anJ 
has failed. Now all hopes for Indian Independence rest entirely 
on the fulfilment of our plan Gandhiji’s plan is a shorccr cut 
than ours. But it is disapproved by the British. Now to fulfil 
even Gandhjji 5 plan, the success of our plan is absolutely essential 
to force the hands of the British The only way die British can 
undo our plan fructifying is by making peace with Gan din; t and 
the Congress on die basis of the Quit India Resolution. If the 
British quit India, I shall plead with you to duband the Fau) 
immediately.” 

Have the Japs cv'acuaccd Imphal and Myitkma? — ^Thc bc- 
ginmog of the end ? 

EBBINO TIDE 

'^ugujt 13, 19H 

Nctaji spoke to the chief workers at the 1. 1. L Headquarters, 
when all departmental heads as ndl as ministers and advisers were 
present. 

He reported on the war situaaon He saidx 

“ We started operaaons too late. The monsoon was di> 
advantageous to us. Our toads were submerged River 
traffic had to be against cuVrent. Against this the enemy 
had first-class toads Our only chance was to cake Impha! 
before the ram started , and we would have succeeded it we 
had more air support and if their forces in fmphal had not ^ 
special orders to make a stand to the last man If we had 
started m January we would have succeeded In all sectors 
till the nuns began, we either held the enemy or advanced! 

In the Arakan Sector the enemy w^ held. In che KaUdaa 
Sector, we routed the enemy and advanced In Tiddmi we 
adv'anccd In Paid and Kohima also we advanced. In the 
Haka Sector we held them. And these all, la spice of the 
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and the world is being told that the Azad Hind Fauj is a 
ragged army wjch poor radons and poor equipment, 

“Revolutionary armies all over the world — whether in 
Ireland or Italy or Russia or elsewhere — have to fight under 
similar conditions. Everywhere they have won at the end. 
So also shall we. But we shall first have to pay for our liberty 
with our blood. 

“ A new stunt is that Islam is persecuted here, that we 
arc anti-Mushms. You know what falsehood that is. We 
have Muslims m the Provisional Government, in the I. I. L. 
& in the Fauj. Muslun Officers in our Fauj are not nobodies. 
They are sons of distinguished families who took their edu- 
cation in the Military Academy at Dchra Dun. No, their 
lies cannot affect us. Nor will the world believe them.” 

/ ^August I, 1944 

We observed Tilak Jayanti today. Instructions Rave been 
sent by the I. I. L. Headquarters to every branch to celebrate the 
function by patriotic meetings and mass oaths of allegiance. 

In the evening we had Saha-Bhojana of all workers of the 
I. I. L. at the Headquarters. Somebody asked Subhas Babu to 
explain how the conflict between his plan for freedom and that 
of Mahatmaji would be resolved. Subhas Babu replied ; “We, 
m East Asia, have chalked out a concrete plan for winrung liberty 
for India. Whether that plan is good or bad, so long as no alter- 
native plan is lortlicoming, our plan is bound to hold the field. 
The only other alternative plan that has been mooted is that of 
Mahatma Gandhiji, embodied in the Quit India Resolution of 
the Congress. If that plan succeeds, our plan and our activities 
would become superfluous and redundant. None would be 
Iiappier than myself in that event. 
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“But unfortunately Gandhjjij plan has been rcjcacd inJ 
has failed Now all hopes for Indian Independence rest entirely 
on the fulfilment of our plan Gandhijis plan is a shorter cut 
than ours But it is disapproved by tlie British Now to fulfil 
even Gandhip s plan, the success of our plan is absolutely essentia) 
to force the hands of the British The only way the British can 
undo our plan fructifying is by making peace with Gandhiji and 
the Congress on the basis of the Quit India Resolution If the 
British quit India, 1 shall plead with you to disband tlie Fauj 
immediately 

Have the Japs evacuated Imphal and Myitkma ? — ^Thc be- 
ginning of the end ? • 

EBBING TIDE 

^August 13, 1944 

Netaji spoke to the chief workers at the I I. L. Headquarters, 
when all departmental heads as well as ministers and advisers were 
present. 

He reported on the war situation He said 1 

‘ We started operations too late The monsoon was dis- 
advantageous to us Our roads were submerged River 
traffic had to be against current. Against this the enemy 
had first-class roads Our only chance was to take Imphsl 
before the ram started , and we would have succeeded if we 
had caoce ait support and if their focces in tmph^ had not 
special orders to make a stand to the last man If we had 
started m January we would have succeeded In all sectors 
till the rams began, we either held the enemy or advanced* 

In the Arakan Scaor the enemy was held In the Kaladan 
Sector, we routed the enemy and advanced In Tiddun we 
advanced ^In Paid and Kohima also we advanced In the 
Haka Sector we held them And these all, m 
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numerical supecionty tkat the enemy had, plus equipment 
and rations 

‘ When the rams came we had to postpone the general 
assault on Imphal The enemy was able to send mechanised 
divisions and thus was able to retake the Kohiraa — Imphal 
Road The question then arose where we should hold the 
line There were two courses open Either bold on to the 
Bishcnpur Palel Line and not allow the enemy to advance 
or fall back and hold a more advantageous position 

What arc the lessons we have learnt from this Cam- 
paign ? We have received our baptism of fire A body of 
cx-civiliars who were ordered to withdraw when die am- 
munition was exhausted preferred not to withdraw, and with 
fixed bayonets they charged the enemy They came back 
victorious 

‘Our troops have gamed much confidence We bax^c 
learnt that the Indian troops with die enemy arc willing to 
come over We must now make arrangements to take diem 
over We have learnt die tactics of die enemy We have 
captured enemy documents The experience gained by our 
Commanders has been invaluable Before die campaign 
started the Japanese had no confidence in our troops and 
wanted to break them up into batches attached to the 
Japanese Army I wanted a front to be given to our men 
and this was ultimately given Our Divisional Commander 
and other OlEccts have gamed much experience from this 
campaign 

We have also learnt our defects Transport and supply ' 
were defective owing to the difficult terrain We lud no 
Front Line Propaganda Though we had prepared personnel 
for this we could not use it owing to lacjc of transport. 
HcnccforUi cadi Unit of die I N A wilUiavc a propaganda 
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** In the name of Cod I take th s holy oath to liberate 
India and forty crores of my countrymen 

^Major Dr Laxml Suaminathan 
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unit Attached to it. Wc wantc'd " loud spcaltcrs but the 
Japanese faded to supply them to us. Wc arc now making 
our own.” 


’August 21. 1944 

Our Sepah-Safar, Ntcaji, has issued an Order of the Day 
suspending military operations due to the monsoon. He has 
asked everybody to gee ready for the offensive. 

At a mass public meeting, Nctaji decorated Mrs B— • with 
the medal “Sevak-c^Hlod!’ for her gifts and sacrifices for the 
cause of Indian freedom. a 

September 10, 1944 

For the last whole week the conference of Burma I. I. L. 
has been in sessions. 180 delegates from 74 branches attended. 
The conference has now ended. Sri G — , General Secretary, told 
me that it was a very successful and business-like affair, and many 
difficulties have been surmounted. 

When will India realise the mute services of Necaj'i to his 
Motherland j — how he has prevented the Japs from bombing 
Calcutta, Jamshedpur, Madras and other thickly-populated areas 
out of existence ? Sri R — told me that our Azad Hind Govern- 
ment has held the hands of the Japs, saying wc can be no party 
to destruction of India, that India must fall into our hands Uke 
a ripe apple-. 

My diary is becoming scrapy. But I can’t help it. I can 
hardly spare the time from rny work 

* September 22, 1944 

V Wc observe'd Jatin Das Anniversary and Martyrs* Day yes- 
terday. The Jubilcp ,H?11 was packed to suffocation. Speaker 
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attcr speaW bad revived idic memones of Bhagat Smgb, Rajguw 
and Sukhdev, facing the gallovi^s with the shout of Inquilab' 
Zmdabad, of Chandrasekhar Azad of immortal fame, of Sumti 
and Shanti — the brave girls who shot a District Magtsnracc m 
Bengal, of, Bma Das who fired at the Governor of Bengal in the 
University Convocation Hall* at Calcutta Many inspiring names 
of revolutionaries from India's soil were uken The story of Jattn 
Das, dying by a glorious hunger strike, inch by inch, m Lahore 
Jail was related 

Our eyes filled with tears repeatedly. Many sobbed aloud 
when the tortures bf the revolutionaries KCfC related* 

* Then spoke Netaji^ 

“ Our Motherland is seeking liberty. She can no more live 
without liberty But Liberty demands sacrifice at its altar. 
Liberty demands the unstinted sacrifice of your strength, your 
wealth, all that you value, all that you possess Like the revolu- 
tionaries of the past you muse sacrifice your case, your comfort, 
your pleasures, your cash, your property. You have given your 
sons as soldiers for the battlefields But the Goddess of Liberty 
IS not yet appeased I shall tell you the secret of pleasing hcr- 
Today she demands not merely fighters, soldiers for tlic Fauj 
Today she demands rebels — men rebels and women rebels — ^who 
wiU DC prepared to jqm Sujcidc Squads — ^for whom death is a 
certainty — rebels who will be ready to drown the enemy m the 
Streams of blood that shall flow from their own body, 

“Turn hum ko khun dco, 

Mai tumko Azadi doooga I 

"You give me your blood, I shall gee you freedom— this is 
the demand of Liberty'*, 

Shouts arose from the audience spontaneously, " We are ready 
— -We shall give our blood— Take it * 

\\\ 
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Ncuji continued* “'Listen to me, I do not want >our 
emotional approval I wane rebels to step forward and sign this 
Suicide Squad Oath — tins document which is an appointment 
widi death on the altar of tlic Goddess of Liberty”, 

“ We arc ready to sign ”, came back the answer from every 
corner of the Hall 

“But )ou cannot sign an appointment with death m ordi> 
nary ink You shall have to write with your own blood Step 
up, those who dare, I am here to witness your blood seal for 
liberty for our Motlicrland 

The vast audience suddenly was on its legs and frantic 
humanity surgtd cowards tlic platform We were sitting at die 
foot of the platform We were pushed aside by an irrcsutib^c 
^ force and the first to sign were already on the platform Knucs 
and pins were drawing blood, and the first signatures were made 
There were seventeen women who signed first, — dicy would not 
yield place to menfolk until their batch had finishd For an hour 
people were signing — in every part of the hall, with their blood 
their own doom of death 

The enthusiasm in die audience was unbelievable There 
were radiant faces widi eyes diat sparkled, all around Now I 
knew what the Rajputs muse have looked like when they fell on 
dicir enemies during die famous Kesaru ceremony Such a 
nauon can never be denied liberty. Bntish Empire I Here are 
thy gravc-diggcri 

When I came home I saw a cut on P — finger. He had 
been hiding it from me One loolc and I understood He had 
♦signed on for the Suicide Squad For a second, fear gnppcd my 
heart and tears drowned my e}cs But the nervousness soon 
passed I clutched at my h^ and kissed him,,., j 



JAIHIND 

of being ^ T 

t<=li him CO change his mind Uat . ^ ^ball noc 

« my m.nd c„i „„ u mjpo^.ble. The 4lem„„ 

•bout our ton f He should have ,? f ^ "'S" ^bat 

^ o£ b™ I ^ ,^-^^oughc of that. I could go 

« V-!™ rare ttr7 ' ®“' “■“« )“-'S= fo' 

pomble. But I shall not fad yfu.^^C^"^ ' 'bought 
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dreams of progress, happiness for tKc widest masses^ lihct^ anU 
independence for all nations.” 

And he stepped away, ^Nhsx. a grand man he is I 

'October 2, 1944 

We observed Gandhi Jayanti today. Every Indian house 
hoisted the Tricolour. A Hag salutation ceremony was held by 
the Fauj m the morning. We all renewed our pledges to free 
our India. The Congress Independence Pledge was signed by 
thousands of Indians in Rangoon. 


October 20, 1944 

The Japs have retreated from Tiddim ! The 14th Army of 
the British is said to be a tough enemy. But it will be no matcK 
for our FauJ soldiers. 

But why is not the Fauj at the front in full strength ? 

' ~ November 17, 1944 

Today we celebrated the death anniversary of Lala Lajpat Rai, 
the great revolutionary of the Punjab. 

Stt N — has come here from Bangkolc. He talked Co the 
G. H. Q. Staff X 

“We — three million Indians of the East Asia — have firmly 
resolved to fight for out country’s liberty. We wiU win or we 
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. ^ Subhas Babu at the Hparfmi ^ i 
going out and I was coming in I cn. was 

saluted ; " Jai Hmd *’. H? ^ came to attention and 

«d said nice things about P ^Z wounds, 

had called him a dreamer, ' ° Delhi Radio «► 

Netaji was silent for a minute Ti, i. 
words were so softly spoken— Xt and the 

they were words in whfch he put his w in apger— 

me a dreamer, do they ? But T r ( \ * " They call ‘ ^ 

W always been a dXm« evX ^ ^ ^ 1 

been a drearher of dreams, but X ^ ^ ^ have 

^rest dream of my hfe, has been ^Z dreams, the 

^cy think it is a^ discredit m be^a of freedom for India, 
being one. They do not I ke nw . I take pride in 

now. If I d,d f ^ dreams. But that is Xching 

have accepted the chains of s Wv ! ^ I would 

real cnix of the question is. can eternal. The 

submit tlicy have inacasingly realities? I 

one such dream come true. CXX ‘ ^^^Z « 

No. I do not mind being a ^'^band is ano^ er. 

^ depended on dreamers and their’ drS^ pn’grcss of the world' 

ploiution and.aggrandiscment Z ‘^^^nis of ex- . 

• P«pct«atmg in;ustice;-hut 
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dreams of progress, happiness for the eldest masscj^ Iihcitj^ an^ 
independence for all nations.” 

And he stepped away. JVhat a grand man he b ! 

'October 2. 1944 

We observed Gandhi Jayanti today. Every Indian house 
hoisted the Tricolour. A flag salutation ceremony was held by 
the Fauj m the morning. We all renewed our pledges to free 
our India. The Congress Independence Pledge was signed by 
thousands of Indians in Rangoon. 


VetoSer 20. 1944 

The Japs have retreated from Tiddim ! The 14th Army of 
the British is said to be a tough enemy. But it will be no maocH 
for our Fauj soldiers. 

But why b not the Fauj at the front in full strength ? 

~ novem^er 17. 3944 

Today we celebrated the death anniversary of Lala Lajpac Rai, 
nbr giear irvuibninwiy* ^ nhr iHinjiuh 

Sri N — has come here from Bangkol^ He talked to the 
G. H. Q. Sta/fi 

^ ^"^^three million Indians of the East Asia — have firmly 
^ght for our country’s liberty. We will win or we 
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SO far w India is concerned f independence, 
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by them. But the Japs are powerless roT" 
our Provisional Government cLms him ‘“"S “ 
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pdlar of strength far ali Indians'”'' i™ 'r = huge 

we have become safe. Our Jot ii <^oming here that 
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Speeches and broadcasts of Nctaii B ° ^ coUcctfon of 

gi^e in and die book uas sold in the or^l tlicy had to 

put private pressure on die 

/ ^^ngkok Chronicle” 

US 
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to boycott Sn N — *s future writings in their paper, and quite 
successfully at least tiU today 

Sn N— 15 a brave, fearless fighter He is looked upon with 
respect in Thailand, and we have read his articles in the news- 
papers repeatedly The picture f had formed in my mind about 
him tallied with the impression he made at the meeting The 
sons and daughters of India in East Asia would command respect 
anywhere in the world 


December 26, 1944 

The Chinese Armies have taken Bhamo, and the British 
Army is at Buthidaung * 

But in a war there would always be ups and downs KetajI 
always said The British will do their best fighting In Assam 
and the Bengal border ’ 

P — told me today that the present campaign of our Fiu; 
IS a defensive campaign And that for two reasons Fust the 
loss of Burma would hamper our Movement , second, the 
Japanese arc in difficulties m the Pacific, and are not able to give 
us the help they otherwise would have given 


2&, J.945 

Independence Day ! We had a fine meeting 

P— left for an unknown destination today Shall we ever 
meet again my husband ? I must not *cven zclcnowlcdge to 
myself the forcbodmgs that arise m my min^ 
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1 must keep a firm tiold over rnysclf — and sink myself 
further in work 

The British have landed in Akyab I Everything is not per- 
fect at the front But our determination to fight and wm is 
unshakable 

Forty lakhs of rupees were collected during the last two weeks 
for our Az^ Hind Government* as Malaya’s share pn Indepen- 
dence Day The total collections m Burma have reached the 
figure of 8 crores 

February 15, 1945 

We. have some uvspuring news to balance the daily stoty of 
rear guard actions The Subhas Brigade soldiers under Col S — 
have worked wonders, and have stemmed the tide of the I4th 
Army 


Aiarcb 6, 1945. 

The Pacific fightmg is looking ominous as the jumping 
MacArthur goes from island to island Tokyo was bombed by 
1,500 American planes for nine hours — this is the boast of the 
Allies The whole boast may not be true — but the Japs ate m 
for mortal trouble One feels it in tlieit behaviour here Tlic 
Americans have landed m Jivo/una And mameamed focchold so 
far, But tlicy arc bound to be pushed back ^ 

Out Azad Brigade, with Col 2— a? Commander, has won 
laurels Our Fauj soldiers arc fighting with mad fren^. Here 
u a story I heard about them 
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When tlicy received die order: '*Kctrcat'*, there wis 
general commotion It looked 2s if there would be mutiny* 
became every one of diem refused to obey die order. 

" Our orders arc to reach Delhi Tliat is wlui our Sepah- 
Salar Nctaji told us He has warned us not to retreat under any 
circumstances This might be just a c^odge of die Bntuh fifdi- 
columnists, like diosc four Majors of die Second Divmon, Day 
and Madan, Raiai and Gulam Sarvar”. 

The Gimmandcf and odicr OlHccrs pleaded with deni, 
explained to them the reason for retreat “Our ammunition 
IS in a bad way — we have no trucks or motoi cars— our stocks of 
food got cxiiaustcd when we crossed die Chindwin. We luvc 
{ lived on grass and roots Now most of us arc running fever, 
hfalaria is taking its toll, and our stocks of medicines arc also gone. 
We have no opuon but to retreat.” 

But the rank and hie was unconvmced^ ”We have lived 
on grass and leaves so long. We shall live on ic yet. We want 
to keep marching on. We shall do wid out medicines But we 
must keep on pressing the enemy We sliall not disobey Nctaji. ’ 

TIicsc men had twice thrown the Bntuh Army back, over 
the Irrawady bridgeheads. 

It was explained to them that die Japs had already retreated. 
There was no opuon but to fall back. But they remained obdu> 
rate. “Let us pursue the cremy and annihila*c. him when we 
have a chance ”, was their answxr. 
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A special messenger spctl to the rear'' and brought Subhai 
Babu’s order written in his own handwriting. Now there was 
no word of protesf. It took the form of tears and sobs. Like 
small children these hefty, brave warriors aied. With broken 
hearts they turned their backs on the hatclc-ficM and retreated. 
That day none of them ate. Was it the bcginnbg of the end, 
that was the unspoken tjccstion in their faces. — ^Is it ? 

March 15, 1945. 

Mciktila fell on the 5th and 1 am told the Japs arc insisting 
on vacating Rangoon. 

Netaji has been using all his persuasiveness to allow the Fauj 
to go on fighting and Co hold Rangoon. To allow Burma to go 
into the hands of the British means that Delhi will be farther off 
than ever, chat our hopes of freedom arc finally smashed. ^ 

The Gandhi and Nehru 'Brigades have suffered great losses, . 
but every inch yielded means a terrific toll for the British Army'. 
We are fighting with our backs to the wall and contesting every 
inch of ground. 

I hear rumours that Mandalay has fallen to the 19th British 
Division. Also Maymyo. — ^What is happening ? How have 
the British become so powerful ? D it the Americans who ate 
doing it ? Jap au* support has practically “disappeared... 

’ ^ J^p«f5, 1945 

Moscow announced that Sovict-Jap Neutrality Pact is no 
more to be in operation I This definitely means end 

122 



EBBING TIDE 


•^pnl a 1945 

TocJay Subhas Babu left Rangoon for Bangkok. He refused 
-CO leave until die Rani of jhansi Regiment and others were eva- 
cuated. I am attached to the Rangoon G. H. Q. and will not 
leave. My req^uest to that effect has been granted. 

The Jap C-in-C left yesterday, 

Subhas Babu was the last to leave. I shall not forget the 
look he cast on us before he got into the plane. 

The Fauj has been left in charge of Rangoon. General 
Loganadan will command it. 7,000 soldiers of the Fauj will 
maintain order and protect property. When the British arrive, 
we are not to fight. We know Rangoon is a trap. But to eva- 
cuate to Malaya — ^when the chance of winning Indian Indepen- 
dence IS lost, — IS useless. We shall surrender in an orderly 
manner. ^ 

Our I I. L. has been left in charge of Sri Bahaduri. He is 
the senior-most man, our Vice President. 

Our Government has paid off every creditor — every out- 
standing bill — before it shifted to Bangkok. 

Our Bank will remain open, even after the British arrive. 
As the Free Burma Government had no money to pay its Army- 
men, the Bank has made a free gift of fi\c lakhs of rupees to it. 
Fhe United Nations arc celebrating at San Francisco.. .Ncros 
fiddimg when our Rome is burning 
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1945 

Yesterday Rangoon surrendered to die British, Pegu fell on 
die 2nd ; Toungoo a week ago. 

But tlicrc is praise for the way our Fauj maintained order 
in Rangoon. There has not been a single ease of theft or robbery 
during tlic period we have been in charge. How different from 
what occured when the British evacuated in 1942 ! 

The Iiiawady was heavily mined by the Japs, and Rangoon 
could easily have lent itself to house-to-house fighting. But the 
decision was taken to surrender peacefully. Our cause Is lost for 
the moment. We will not waste Indian lives and property for 
Jap prestige. 

Reports from our I. I. L. branches show that even in the 
districts our members prevented any harm befalling Indian and 
Burmese lives and property.' 


May 5. 1945 

Brigadier Lauder of the 24tK Indian Infantry is in charge of 
Rangoon area. 

He met Sri Bahaduri to-day and asked for a report on the 
OKSiw'A'/rs 'iL nbrt \. 1, k-, Hft •hsK. •htt, Lsafgus. sb/uAW. 

abandon its political activides, hut continue the social and health 
work. He gave the parallel of the Congress in India, and said 
that in welfare work both combined though the Congress and 
the Government were at logger-heads in politics. 
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** Sri Bahaduri ha5 agreed to function our dispensaries in 
Rangoon. Brigadier Lauder offered assistance — money or by 
way of medicines^ but we have declined the offer. 

The National Bank of Azad Hind will be allowed to keep 
on functioning. That is good, because in the chaos chat reigns 
now, when shops and markets arc mostly closed and prices are 
soaring again, the Bank has begun to supply us 'p'ith food, clothes 
and otlier necessaries, and at the old prices. It is our one hope of 
security in these insecure times. 

As regards the Fauj, Brigadier Lauder has assured Loganadan 
that all the personnel would be allowed to return to India as free 
men and women. But he requested that all Fauj ranks should 
remove their uniforms, and officers previously in the British Indian 
Army should put on thciirold ranks. 

He also assured Loganadan that the Fauj^ ranks or officers 
would not he used for fatigue work except in company with 
British Indian troops in equal numbers for essential duties. 

The Fauj Camp woyld be guarded by the Fauj itself and 
.we would fly our own flag, the Tricolour. Also the Fauj is 
entitled to sing its own Ahthem. 

I met N— who had been in the Suicide Squad with P — 
He lost touch with P — at Ycna'ng Yaung. — ^Shall I never set 
eyes on you a^in ?/- If you arc taken prisoner I must find you 
in Rangoon sooner or later. Oh P — » life is difficult without 
jrou 
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19» 19^5 

Brigadia Lauder to-<iay swooped down on our Bank. The 
Bank already had returned most of the deposits. But still 35 
lakhs of rupees, the Bank’s own money, was left. This has been 
confiscated along with the books. 

The rope is being tightened round our necks slowly and yee 
effectively. This is in, direct opposition to the undertakings given 
by the Brigadier in the beginning. Who called the British 
“Perfidious Albion"? 

The British Field Security Service has been extremely active. 
I was sent for to-day. Military officers with soldiers come for 
you and say ; “ You arc required for a few minutes.” You have 
no option ; you have to accompany the military immediately. 
You arc taken to the Field Interrogating Unit. There, your 
examination proceeds for days. You had arrived in the clothes 
you were wearing. Without a bed, without a change, you have 
to remain in custody in the Rangoon Central Jail, till you arc 
allowed to go. That is, if ypu are lucky enough to be allowed 
to go, — which is mostly not the case. 

Those who have come home after, days in the Jail have their 
movements under strict surveillance. Others have had to give 
big sums by way of security money for good behaviour. Some 
have to report regularly to die police. We. of die Rani Jhansi 
Regiment, have not escaped their attentions. Phad a narrow 
escape. They questioned me about P — ’s 'whereabouts. — ^Tliac 
must mean he is not a prisoner with them. Tlicn they asked me 
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to describe my activities. I told them boldly dut I norked b 
the I. I. L, and that die Rani Jliami Regiment was my nnJicary 
unit, and i£ they winced to know more dicy must approacli my 
heads. I was not going to say anydiing more. 

Somehow they did not press, I wonder why. Possibly my 
determined attitude put them off. But I find diat as I came home 
to-day a man has begun to shadow me. He Is now in front of 
the house. He can go on shadowing me. I slull not worry. 

But i£ p — suddenly turns up ? I must watch out for him, 
and keep a hiding place ready for him in die vicinity. Also I 
must inform all our friends about diis shadow that is behind me, 
so that they can warn P — if they see him first. 


Afay 23. 1943 

Sri Bahaduri has been arrested and sent to the Rangoon Jail. 
This is the limit. 

Rumour has it that no less dun two hundred of cur men" 
have been sentenced— without any trial— to \arjing terms of 
imprisonment, and are now^ in InseIn JaiL 

As regards the Fauj also we base been cheated. As soon as 
disarmament was complete, all our soldiers were herded In a 
separate sccdon’of the Rangoon Central Jail and British guards 
were appointed o\xr them. Road fadgue, cleaning and sweeping 
under ic supcr\ision of British Indian troops, is enforced on 
thrm T^cy arc treated as prisoners. There is rumour dut the 
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?itabc ofiwajs will xll takca w India and tried by courts 
martial.......M«M '' 


June 5, 1945 

My diary, before you I shall confess. I am a broken woman, 
I have sustained a blow from which I shall never recover. The 
thoughts of P — haunt: me day and night Every familiar ob[ca 
in the house recalls memories — liis pipe, Tus clothes, his scat at 
the dinner table. I hear his voice all over the house 

I have wept — my pillow has been wet dirough and through 
now for two consecutive nights and days. To whom can I turn 
for solace and comfort ? Everything that mattered m life seems 
to have lost its edge. I have to struggle to keep my mind aw^ 

from thoughts of suicide What a fate, oh God, what a fate 

did you store up for me ? How did I deserve tius ? Whatever 
I have loved and admired and pined for has been snatched away 
^rom me with a single blow. I loved my P — with feelings dearer 
than life. Now he is gone, — gone for ever 1 I loved the 
struggle for India’s freedom , we had worked for it jointly. That 
mo IS now lost. My work has been taken away. My- co-workers 
have dispersed and gone their 6wn different ways. I feel I am 
an orphan. I have no place here My son in India is my only 
solatt. But thty have refused to lee me go to In3ia 

My diary, my ’diary, what shall I do ? I have nobody to 
give, me cuunseL I always used -to quarrel with P — ahour my 
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“ independence No, P — no, I need your guidmg hand. I 
know I cannot gee along witiioue you 

What a ihock le was when the news first reached me 

5ri K — must fiavc known sbouc re /or qurte a time. Navr when 
I go over the details, I realise how considerate he has been 

The scene of the last moments of P — haunt’ me Tlic 
picture stood up before my eyes when K — related it. It has 
never left me The words resound in my cars : 

“ They had tried to blow up a big ammunition dump of the 
enemy He had known there was danger mvolvcd. That was 
why he refused to allow any of his colleagues to do the firul job. 
It was beyond the Burma border, on Indian soil that he met his 
death You muse not grieve because he did not grieve When 
they found him after the successful blow-up, he was lying in a 
ditch with his left hand blown off and severe injuries on his body 
He knew he would not In e So he has sent a message to you and 
to all his co-workers “Keep bravely on — Do not falter m your 
steps Tell M — , my brave wife, that I have died a hero’s death. 
Mother India is calling me to^lay. I know I base fulfilled my 
duly by her. Necaji, I have given my blood — I know this 
blood will inspire otlicr warriors. — Do not tarry here, my friends 
Do your job. I shall die soon. The enemy shall ncs'cr find me 
alive I have dyed the road that will take our Fauj to Victory 
and Freedom with my blood. The words of Nccaji come back to 
me ; 
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pj^mardon ka khun hamari Aaad. k. qmaac 
hoga Hamara shah, don k= khun-unk. hahadun aur marlng, 
-so h. Hmdnstan k, mang pur. ho saka g. Hmdnstanyon par 

torhna wala Bananv, jaharcn sa adla ka badla s.,f 
khun schi hya ja sake ga— Jai Hma » ” 

h^ affp„ pna tha ^uaala hn .nd prassad Aa 


'Jai Hind 


Jai Hmd , . 





Women Scouts in No Rian's Land. 


" We want not one Rani of Jhansi, 
but thousands and thousands...." 




JAIHIND 


senior officers will all be ttken to India and tried by court!- 
martial 


^ hne 5, 1945 

My diary, before you I shall confess, I am a broken woman. 
I have sustained a blow from which 1 shall never recover. The 
thoughts o£ P — haunt me day and night. Every familiar object 
in the house recalls memories — his pipc.'liis clothes, his seat at 
the dinner table. I hear his voice all over the house 

I have wept — my pillow has been wet through and through 
now for two consecutive nights and days. To whom can I turn 
for solace and comfort ? Everything that mattered in life seems 
to have lost its edge. I have to struggle to keep my mind awjy 

from thoughts of suicide.... What a fate, oh God, what a fate 

did you store up for me How did I deserve this ? Whatever 
I have loved and admired and pined for has been snatched away 
^rom me with a single blow. I loved my P — with feelings dearer 
than life. Now he is gone, — gone for ever I I loved the 
struggle for India’s freedom , we had worked for it jointly. That 
too is now lost. My work has been taken away. My co-workers 
have dispersed and gone their own different ways. I feel I am 
an. or jhatu 1 have, on pUjx. hete.. My soa ta Itvita. is. my sw.ly 
solace. But th^ have refused to let me go to In3ia......* 

My diary, my diary, what shall I do ? I have nobody, to 
give me counsel. I always-uscd-to quarrel with P — about my 
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“ independence ”, No, P — no, I need your guiding hand. I 
know I cannot get along without you 

What a shock it was when the news first reached me 

Sn K — ^must have known about it for quite a time. Now when 
I go over the details, I realise how considerate he has been 

The scene of the last moments of P — haunt’ me. The 
picture stood up before my eyes when K — related it It has 
never left me The words resound in my cars • 

“They had tried to blow up a big ammunition dump of the 
enemy He had known there was danger mvolvcd. That was 
why he refused to allosv any of his colleagues to do the final job 
It was beyond the Burma border, on Indian sod that he met hu 
death You must not gneve because he did not grieve When 
they found him after the successful blow up, he was lying m a 
ditch with his left hand blown off and severe injuries on his body 
He knew he would not lise. So he has sene a message co you and 
to all his co-workers ‘‘Keep bravely on — ^Do nor falter in your 
steps Tell M — , my brave wife, that I have died a hero's death. 
Mother India is calling me to-day 1 know I have fulfilled my 
duty by her. Netaji, I have given my blood — I know this 
blood will inspire other warnots. — Do not tarry here, my friends 
Do youc job. I shall die soon. The enemy shall never find me 
alive. I have dyed the road that will cake our Fauj to Victory 
and Freedom with my blood. The words of Nctaji come back to 
me; 
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“Hamarc javk-an-mardon ka khun lumari Aaadi^U qirnac 
hoga. Hamarc shahidon kc kliun — unki biluduri aur mardangi 
— ^5C hi Hindustan ki mang pun ho sake gi. Hindustanyon par 
zulm-osuam torhne v^’alc Bartanvt jaharon sc adle ka badia strf 
khun schi h)a ja sake ga — Jai Hind ! ” 

And as he hnuhed, he drew his rc\oUcr and with super' 
human cfTprt put tlic muzzle in his moutli and pressed the 
"• 


" Jai Hind 


. . Jai Hind ..... . . Jat 





The route takejj 
by the 

Azad Hjnd Fauj 
to reach 
the 

Eastern Frontier 
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*J^&«di,r&p3^da^ipVdu t»o t^lv^rdaktiie’fi&^e dp^I's.iaa.^ 

" 'j^ . ^Xhs»vkal^iy^lij^id^1i3iat.^ khe clai;2Jest>^ educ'-p^c*^ 
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Last message to co-workers before finally leaving Burma. 



smamt o? Vfir * 

Brave oi*'ioey& aaS l^en of t!ba A-*a^ FaiJ 

Itf Xti Vfltk ■& wrr ksav^ heart th^t I ejs. Isaviagf Buy*sa >* the asesej 
of tke mnr h^fai-c kattilea that^ ^oa ‘lavy fou^t siio^ 1344 

aa 4 , 3 r^ atiii ti^ktiag lis laahel o&k we k«ve lost i;h« 

xJmiiA la otty iPTct laka^aa^eade* Bat? Xt 1 $ only the j*pa »35 

w« hff 5 pe/ ctehy &ora xoar^a ta xifekt I an a Bara apt inlet; Bad X ehsli 
aah admit XaieaS* uoder aay ai r earns tana a Brasja 4 eadh Ih the 

Bsitl-a a^aCnsti tka s-ae^ on tks g'latas 2 :^hnX» the hiXX« «.ind la ' 

a^e» of axakaa sM the ail fieiX area oth^r looailttea la Bar-^ 
m ^iXt Ih tie. history of oar^s^trai^Xa fof :|;nds^^ndehe$ ’ 

all time* / s» ^ 

Cmrades i%t this oritWal koaf ^ 1 hs«e oaly one Vat 4 hr onsjaaM 
you, ead that If yoir have to go 4 owa te^iporerily 

thaa, so down as hetoes» 4 e 4 vn.mpkaXdlas: t\<s highest eoia of h|>aoyi' 
end 4 iaol|>ite« future hf ihdlsas who will t>e bora, ^ 

not as olayea but os free aou, Baaauee of yout oOlossol ssoflfi«s, 
’Will hlefeo your oemes end broadly praclai^ to the world that yoU) 
tbei-^ forebears, fought ^ad lost tho Wills Is Jaipur Assea, and , 
B«ms wt tbrou^ temporari’ tutlure you ^aveilftW vTe/ to uitlmots I 
sa 0 ”'soe and glory ^ ^ J 

fy unshakable faith In Indiana llWratlou remaiht u^sltsted, I aaj 
la 4 viag is yow safe Wads oar MatIpiKJX Trlooloat, owr sotioasl s 
aout, sad tW best ttedlWons of Xadlsu ’^axrior^^ y lave a.o doubt 
unstaosver tiiet you, the vauguard of Indians army of liWratiod, 
wlU Sboritlee everything, sreu ilf'^ Itself, to nphoia India ‘ s Ha- i 
tioaal honour , bo that your o'^^^br-adts who will ooatinus the fight <; 
alaawWia may hare toto^a Ike’s your Wliiing ssamale to tjeapite them 
0 1 all time a* ^ 

If 1 had my twa "nay 1 would have preferred to stay with you in ^ 
«d,efalty aadWhnre wl<^h yoi^the sorrow of temporary defeat But 
ch the ad vies ’’^Ihi^tera and high ranXiog of fleers, X here to 

leave Borma in oxWr tS'^sontlitus th© struggle for eme/tcipatlon 
hnawltifc, my cthijt'~y men in Ba«t Asia end inside India, X oah assure 
yv,=u that they will continue *h^ ft Jit Wdef ell elremtan^iss and 
that til your aufferiag epd eacri-^iaea will not be in vain so 
far as I »m uonoetnefi, 1 eWil sto^dfoatly edWr© to the nledtje 
tijt t took Os the Slat of Octet et 1943 , to do ell i/t my power to 
{serve tn* Interests of 39 sxoreu of ccuhtrjmJu und fight ^or 
{ Hfcjafatiua 1 atpeal to ^ou, lu smolualoa, to cherish the 

, ama optlfiis-J J 3 OrfStflf oal to t«Iieve,_llW nuaalf.. ttut the dar- 
I Le,.t JiUH,r aX j>a rscedee t' e d wn. India ahall be froa<»ond beioia 
« 

-.ev Sol tleva jou * 

I IJIkQ ^Ji'JtiSAD 
dAU *IfU rhJtlBAO 
"J I IIJDn 


Ju l*^ j LfuiA^^Aa 
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SI <i a CSC «'T)2K 



March 18, 1844 
March 22, 1944 

JiUy 4, 1944 
August 21, 1944 
December — 

January, 1945 
April 24, 1945 

May 3, 1945 f 


.. War begins m Far East 

, . Singapore falls to the Japs. 

. . Indian Independence League 
inaugurated. 

. . Crisis over Penang Swaraj 

Institute & Azacf Hmc( Fauj 

. - I. I. L on War-footing. 

• • Sn Subhas Bose 

— President, I. L L. 

. . Azad Hind Fauj , 

announced to the World. 

.. Sn Subhas Bose— 

Sepah-Salar of the Fauj. 

. . Arzi Hukumut-e-Azad Hind 
established." 

. . ' Rani Jhansi Regiment Camp 
inaugurated. 

. War declared on the 

British Empire & the U.S.A. 

. . Andamans & Kicoliar 

transfered to Azad Hind 
Government. 

. . Tricolour hoisted at Port Blair. 

.. Advance Headquarters at 

Rangoon; Gen. Loganadan 
— Chief Commissioner, 
Shaheed isles 

. . Fauj crosses mto India. 

, , Gen. Chatterji-first Governor, 
Liberated Areas m India. 

. . “Netaji Week” commences. 

■ Military operations suspended 

t due to monsoon. 

■ • Second Campaign by the ^Faui> 

. . Azad Hmd Government leaves 
Rangoon for Bangkok, 

> . Fau} surrenders Rangoon to 
the Bntlsh. 



